
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



NVPL RESEARCH UBRARIE5 



3 3433 08231967 8 



ASSOCUTIO 
o£ LIFE UNDERWRITERS 



I! ,r.i. k: v^j'r. 



I ' 



c:- 



ANNi 



llEW-IORiDFE In^ANCE Co. 

346 AND 348 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 

SUMMARY OF FORTY-SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT. 



J-A-2SrXJ-A.I^3r 1, 1891. 



BBVBNUB ACCOUNT. 

Premiums $27,228,209 84 

Interest, Rents, etc 4,829,890 74 

Total Income . $82,158400 08 

DISBURSBMBSNT ACCOUNT. 

Death-claims and Endowments $7,078,272 48 

Dividends, Annuities, and Purchased Insurances 6.201,271 54 

Total to PoUcy-holders $18,279,544 02 

New Policies Issued T 45,754 

New Insurance Written $169,570,065 00 

CONDITION JANUARY 1, 1891. 

Assets $115,947,809 97 

Liabmties, Company's Standard $101.049,359 11 

Surplus, Company's Standard (4 per cent.) $14,898,450 86 

Policies in Force 178,469 

Insurance in Force $569,888,726 00 

PROGRESS IN 1890. 

Increase in Benefits to Policy-holders $1,168,422 86 

Increase in Income 2,994,883 84 

Increase in Assets 10,894,209 01 

Increase in Insurance in Force 78,786,756 00 



WIIXIAJII H. BBKRS, President. 

HENRT TUCK, Vice-President. RUFUS W. WEEKS, Actuary. 

ARCH. H. WELCH, 2d Vice-President. THEODORE M. BANTA, Cashier. 

A. HUNTINGTON, M. D., Medical Director. 



IP YOU WANT A POLICY OR AN AGENCY 

Do not insure, or engage elsewhere until you know what the New-Tork Life 
is offering in Insurance, and in Agenov contracts. Address the Home Office or the 
nearest Branch Office, giving date of birth If you want insurance, and previous 
business ezi)erience if you want employment. 
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INSURANCE COMPANY 



Detroit, Mich. 



President, HON. T. W. PALMER. 

Secretary, O. R. LOOKER. 

Assistant Secretary, H. F. FREDE. 
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©efinite Contracts 
Ample Security. 
Cash Surrender Values 
Liberal Dividends 
Successful Experience 



n^un ^^/^I 1\A Issued by the Michigan Mutual is the 
/ tin c/r LCL/M- simplest, Most Equitable and Most Desir- 

Ul^y4YiyE BOND ^^^® ^^^^ °* policy in existence. The 

advantages offered by it make it very pop- 
ular and therefore easy to work. Prospective insurers or prospective 
solicitors should write for particulars before making a contract, the 
Bbst is the Cheapest, and there is none better than that offered 
BY THE Michigan Mutual. 
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The Best and Most Convenient Life Every Insurance Agent should 

Chart ever published. have a Copy. 

The Indicators Pocket Chaft 

of Regular Legal Reserve Life 
Insurance Companies. 

COPYRiaHTCD BY r. H.LCAVCNWORTH PUBLimHINQ CO., DETROIT. MICH. 

This Chart shows the condition and amount of business done by the regular life 
insurance companies for the five years ending December 31st, last, and so arranged 
that one year can be compared with another. 

This Chart contains no misleading ratios. 

This Chart analyzes the assets of each company, and shows exactly of what they 
consist. 

This Chart is a simple Balance Sheet of each year's business for each company. 

This Chart contains 104 pages, one double, or folio page being devoted to each 
company. 

The figures for this Chart were furnished by the respective companies, verified 
by the official reports of the Insurance Departments of New York and Connecticut, so 
as to insure their absolute correctness. 

This Chart is stridtly official, and presents fa<as without fear or favor. 

This Chart never has, nor never will, contain garbled or doCtored ratios, made 
to show one or more particular companies to a better advantage than some others. 

This Chart will be furnished at the following prices: 

I Single Copy - $ .25 25 Copies - $4.00 

6 Copies - 1.25 50 Copies 8.00 

12 Copies - 2.00 100 Copies - 15.00 

We will also furnish the Chart, together with a handsome, substantial, detach- 
able leather case, or pocket book, which will last several years, as follows: 

I Single Copy, with leather case, or pocket book, $ i .00 
12 Copies, with leather case, or pocket book, 10.00 

For small orders remittance is requested with the order. Address all orders and 
communications to 

F. H. Leavenworth Publishing Co., 

INSURANCE PUBLISHERS. 

McGraw Building, DETROIT, MICH. 



Mutual Life Consols. 



The Consol Policy recently announced by The Mutual Life 
Insurance Company of New York combines More Advantages with 
Fewer Restrictions than any Investment insurance Contract ever 
offered. It consolidates * 

INSURANCE, 
\ ENDOWMENT, 

INVESTMENT, 
ANNUAL INCOME. 

No other company offers this policy. Apply only to Company's 
nearest Agent for details. 

RICHARD A. McCURDY, President. 
ROBERT A. GRANNISS, Vice-President. 




CASH CAPITAL. S200.000 



Tbe Standard's 

Policy is World-wide and 
Free from all Unnecessary 
Restrictions. 

Tbe Standard's 

Policy gives Fifty-two 
weeks Indemnity. 



Th/> ^i/r^^/7/rr/9 ^^^^s no deduction from death claims 
IPe Ol^anaarci ^^^ indemnity claims previously paid. 



D. M. FERRY, 

President. 



C. C. BowEN, Vice-Pres. 
M. W. O'Brien, Treas. 



Stewart Marks, Sec'y. 
E. A. Leonard, Ass't Sec'y. 



Agents Wanted for Unoccupied Territory. 
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ACCIDENT- 
COA\PAN>- 

OP LOUISVILLE. K^•. 
$100,000.00 Deposited. 

+ INSURANCE THAT INSURES + 

ROBT. SKENE, JR., SECY AND GENERAL MANAGER. 

BSf'^If you are a First-class Agent write to us. 

A GLINT or SUNSHINE TOROUGM 
TME GLOAMING 

[copy] 
Incorporated 1833 

THE NEW YORK BOWERY FIRE INSURANCE CO., 

HCNRV miLBCRHORN. PRCS. 

CHARLCS A. BLAUVCLT. V-PRKS. I 2^ BoWCry, 

J. FRANK PATTERSON, mCC. 

NEW YORK, January 5th, 1891. 
F. H. LEAVENWORTH PUBLISHING CO., 

Detroit, Mich. 
Gentlemen— We beg to enclose you herewith draft for $2.00 renewing our 
subscription to The Indicator. We are not renewing our subscriptions generally,, 
but appreciate the good work you are doing and take pleasure in paying the bill ren- 
dered. Kindly favor us with voucher. 

Yours respectfully, 

J. FRANK PATTERSON, Secretary. 



NORTH 

EAST WEST 

SOUTH 

**T like tlie liealtliy rinse of your editorials/* 

Henry C. Percy, Special Agent New York Life Insurance Co. 

New London, Conn. 

'*I consider your paper tlie best of tlie lot." 

John H. Gray, General Agent for California, 

Washington Life Insurance Co. 
San Francisco, Calif. 

*' It is tlie brifflitest sUeet i ever saw." 

W. W. SwETT, Manager Mass. Mutual Life Ins. Co., 

• Minneapolis, Minn. 

*^I am pleased ^witli It." 

A. C. Walker, Cashier North Texas Department, 

Equitable Life Assurance Society. 
Fort Worth, Texas. 

The preceding are extracts from letters [we have hundreds ot 
similar ones from others] received by us from the gentlemen whose 
names and addresses are given. Their remarks refer to The 
Indicator, a National Journal of Insurance. 

F. H. LEAVENWORTH PUBLISHING CO., 

Detroit, Mich. 
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PROCEEDINGS 



Second Annual Convention 



Ntttlonal AssoGiation of Life Underwriters 

HOTEL CADILLAC, DETROIT, MICH., 
June 17th and 18th, 1891. 



Resolved, that the report of our proceedin^rs, as taken by Mr. Fred Irlaod, be 
adopted as the official report of this meeting,— (Extract from resolution offered by 
D. B. Shidelert of Indianapolis^ and supported by J. D. Sutton^ of Kansas City^ 
which was unanimoudy adopted.) 



Thb Indicator employed Mr. Fred Irland, official reporter of debates of the 

House of Representatives, Washington, D. C, to make the report 

which appears in this volume, and which was unanimously 

adopted as the official report of the Association. 



DETROIT, MICH, 

R H. Leavenworth 

1891 
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OPPICERS. 1890. 



PRESIDENT : 

Hon. QEOBGE N. CARPENTER, Boston, Mass. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS ! 

TILDEN BLODGETT, New York City. 
HENRY 0. LIPPINCOTT, Philadelphia, Pa. 

B. H. LIGHTFOOT, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

E. A. SPENCER, Buffalo, N; Y. 
JOHN K. STEARNS, Chicago, IlL 
M. EARLY, Detroit, Mich. 

W. H. ANDERSON, Portland, Me. 

C. D. TUCKER, Providence, R. L 
H. P. QODDARD, Baltimore, Md. 

F. A. KENDALL, Cleveland, Ohio. 
JOHN J. DILLON, Manchester, N. H. 
A. B. ROEDER, Omaha, Neb. 

L S. BORLEY, St. Albans, Vt. 
J. T. PHELPS, Boston, Mass. 

SECRETARY : 

E. H. PLUMMER, Philadelphia, Pa. 

TREASURER *. 

WM. RATCLIFFE, New York City.: 



EXECUTIVE COnniTTCn. 1890. 



BEN. S. CALEF, Boston, 

CJutirman. 

W. Q. JUSTICE, Buffalo, 

Secretary. 

GEO. P. HASKELL, New York City. 
JOS. ASHBROOK, Philadelphia, Pa. 
HENRY C. AYERS, Pittsburgh. Pa. 
C. E. TILLINGHAST, Cleveland, Ohio. 
E. H. KELLOQG, Chicago, lU. 
G. A. WATKINS, Detroit, Mich. 
J. F. HUNTSMAN, Providence, R. I. 
L. H. BALDWIN. Baltimore, Md. 
C. E. STANIELS, Concord, N. H. 
E. B. HALL, Omaha, Neb. 
GEO. H. SMALLEY, LyndonviUe, Vt. 
JAS. SINKIN80N, Portland, Me. 
CHAS. H, FERGUSON, Chicago, HI. 



/MEMBERSHIP. 1890. 



BALTIMORE LIFE UNDEBWBITEBS' ASSOCIATION. 

BOSTON LIFE UNDEBWBITBBS' ASSOCIATION. 

CHICAGO ASSOCIATION OF LIFE UNDERWRITERS. 

•CLEVELAND UFB UNDERWRITERS' ASSOCIATION. 

LIFE UNDERWRITERS' ASSOCIATION OF NEBRASKA. 

LIFE INSURANCE ASSOCIATION OF NEW YORK. 

UFE UNDERWRITERS' ASSOCIATION OF WESTERN NEW YORK. 

MAINE LIFE UNDERWRITERS* ASSOCIATION. 

MICHIGAN LIFE INSURANCE AGENTS* ASSOCIATION. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE LIFE UNDERWRITERS' ASSOCIATION. 

PHILADELPHIA. ASSOCIATION OF LIFE UNDERWRTTEBS. 

PITTSBURGH LIFE UNDERWRITERS' ASSOCIATION. 

PROVIDENCE UFB UNDERWRITERS' ASSOCIATION. 

VERMONT ASSOCUTION OF LIFE UNDER>VRITBRS. 

HONORARY MEMBER : 

CHAUNCEY M. RANSOM, The Standard, Boston. 



OrriCERS. 1891. 



PRESIDENT : 

CHARLES H. RAYMOND, New York City. 

FIRST YIOE-PRESIDBNT : 

I. LAYTON REGISTER, PhUadelphia, Pa. 

SECOND YICB-PRESIDENT : 

Gen. ALEXANDER HARBISON, Hartford, Oonn. 

SECRETARY : 

E. H. FLUMMER. PhUadelphia, Pa. 



WM. RATCLIFFE, New York CSty. 



EXECUTIVE CO/n/niTTEE. 1891. 



C. E. TILUNOHAST, aeveland, Ohio, 

Chairman, 

JOSEPH ASHBBOOK, PhUadelphla, Pa. 

HENRY C. AYERS, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

GEORGE P. HASKELL, New York City. 

CHA.RLES H. FERGUSON, Chicago, lU. 

W. J. RODDEY, Rock HiU, S. C. 

BEN. S. CALEF, Boston, Mass. 

GEO. P. DEWEY. Portland, Me. 

HENRY P. GODDARD, Baltimore, Md. 

C. E. 8TANIELS, Concord, N. H. 

J. W. IREDELL, Jr., Cincinnati, Ohio. 

J. C. THOMSON, Detroit, Mich. 

J. D. SUTTON, Kansas aty. Mo. 

B. F. STAHL, St. Paul, Minn. 

THOMAS P. MORGAN, Jr.. Washington, D. C. 



MEMBERSHIP. 1891. 



BALTIMORE LIFE UNDEBWRITEB8* ASSOCIATION. 

BOSTON LIFE UNDEBWBITBBd' ASSOCIATION. 

CHICAGO ASSOCIATION OF LIFE UNDERWRITERS. 

CINCINNATI LIFE UNDERWRITERS' ASSOCIATION. 

CLEVELAND LIFE UNDERWRITERS* ASSOCIATION. 

CONNECTICUT LIFE UNDERWRITERS' ASSOCIATION. 

INDIANA ASSOCIATION OF LIFE UND"!eRWRITERS. 

KANSAS CITY LIFE UNDERWRITERS' ASSOCIATION. 

LIFE INST7RANCE ASSOCIATION OF THE CAROLINAS. 

LIFE UNDERWRITERS' ASSOCIATION OF DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

LIFE UNDERWRITERS' ASSOCIATION OF NEBRASKA. 

LIFE INSURANCE ASSOCIATION OF NEW YORK. 

LIFE UNDERWRITERS' ASSOCIATION OF WESTERN NEW YORK. 

MAINE LIFE UNDERWRITERS' ASSOCIATION. 

MICHIGAN LIFE INSURANCE AGENTS' ASSOCIATION. 

MINNESOTA ASSOCUTION OF LIFE UNDERWRITERS. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE LIFE UNDERWRITERS' ASSOCIATION. 

PHILADELPHIA ASSOCIATION OF LIFE UNDERWRITERS. 

PITTSBURGH LIFE UNDERWRITERS' ASSOCIATION. 

PROVIDENCE LIFE UNDERWRITERS' ASSOCIATION. 

ST. LOUIS LIFE UNDERWRITERS' ASSOCIATION. 

VERMONT ASSOCIATION OF LIFE UNDERWRITERS. 

WISCONSIN LIFE UNDERWRITERS' ASSOCIATION. 

H0M0B1.RT UBMBEB '. 

CHAUNOEY M. RANSOM, The Standard, Boston, 



INTRODUCTION. 



It ajffords us pleasure to present herewith to the vast 
army of life insurance field-workers of the United States 
and Canada, this little volume, which contains a full and 
accurate stenographic report of the second Annual Conven- 
tion of the National Association of Life Underwriters, held 
at the Hotel Cadillac, Detroit, June 17th and 18th, 

We are not unmindful of the complinaent bestowed upon 
The Indicator and its publishers by the National Associ- 
ation, in adopting, by a unanimous vote, our report as the 
official report of the convention, and we have spared no 
pains or expense to have it as nearly correct as it is possible 
for any human agency to make it With this introduction 
we leave it with those to whom we have dedicated this 
volume. The Life Insurance Agents of the United 
States and Canada, 

Respectfully, 

P. H. Leavenworth Publishing Co., 

PuMishers, 
Detboit, Mich., July 9th, 1891. 



TO 

Ths Life Insubange Aoents 

OF 

The United States and Canada 

THIS VOLUME 
Is Most Respbctfullt Dedicated 

BY 

F. H. Leavenworth Publishing Co. 

PUBLISHERS. 
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The Second Annual Convention of the Kational 
Association of Life Underwriters. 

(OFFICIAL REPORT.) 

FIEST DAY. 

The Hotel Cadillac presented an animated appearance 
Wednesday morning, June 17, upon the Arrival of the dele- 
gates to the National Aflaoeitttion of Life Underwriters' Con- 
vention. East, West, North and South were all represented 
by delegates, and a glance over the representation showed a 
group of men, who, in personal appearance and general 
ability, have never been excelled by any gathering in our 
city. The fact that these men had come, some of them 
hundreds of miles, in the intense heat to attend the conven- 
tion, and the animation they displayed in the matter in 
hand, were sufficient evidence of their enthusiasm and 
sincerity in the cause they represented and the prosperity 
of the Association. 

About ten o'clock the delegates began to assemble in the 
committee room of the hotel, where the meetings were to 
be held. The insurance press was represented by Messrs. 
Bloomingston, of the Investigator^ Warren, of the Insurance 
World, Hewitt and Oviatt, of the Argus, Ransom, of the 
Standard, Martin, of Rough Notes, McKean, of the Chicago 
Independent, Cohen, of Views, Kellogg, of the Underwriter ^ 
Philadelphia, and Leavenworth, Burr and Irland of The 
Indicator. The daily papers were also represented by a 
corps of reporters. 



OFFICIAL EEPORT. 

The second annual Convention of the National Associa- 
tion of Life Underwriters met at the Hotel Cadillac, Detroit, 
on Wednesday morning, June 17, 1891. At 10:40 A. M., 
the President, Mr. George N. Carpenter, of Boston, Mass., 
said : 

Obntlbmbn : — If there are any delegates who have not presented 
their credentials to the Secretary, they will please do so now. Please 
deliver your credentials to the Secretary before the convention is called 
to order. 

This was done, and at 10 : 45 A. M. President Carpenter 
said: 

The hour for meeting having arrived, the Association will be in 
order. Prayer will be offered by Rev. Charles R. Henderson, D. D., 
of Detroit. 

DR. HENDERSON'S PRAYER. 

Almighty God, Our Heavenly Father. With reverence we ask Thy 
help, and with our hearts we give praise to Thee for Thy goodness. 
Thou hast been kind to us in all Thy ways. Thou hast directed our 
steps unto this hour, and brought us into this fellowship ; and 01 God, 
wilt Thou help us to consecrate all our acquaintanceship and friendship 
to Thee, Thou highest and holiest of all ; and may we find in Thy 
service and in the service of Thy children the gladness and joy ot 
Hying. We pray for Thy blessing to rest upon this company, that all 
things that are thought, said and done may be in accordance with Thy 
most holy will. And to this end wilt Thou guide us by Thy spirit, and 
help us to cherish in our hearts those feelings which are agreeable and 
pleasing in Thy most holy sight, and which may be helpful and enjoy- 
able to others. May Thy blessing rest upon the families that are here 
represented. May the absent ones be guarded and helped by Thee, 
and Thy good spirit lead them. Wilt Thou grant Thy blessing upon 
all of the communities that are here represented, and upon our common 
country. We ask Thy blessing upon all of the institutions of business, 
of society, of justice, of learning and of high and holy endeavor that men 
have founded for the improvement and help of mankind. May we regard 
all our industries and all our work as means of helping Thy children, 
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and of doing good; and while we are pursuing our own personal 
interests, may we so conduct them, righteously and uprightly, honestly 
and kindly, that even those things that otherwise might become merely 
selfish may become a means of spiritual improvement to ourselves, and 
of blessihg to our brethren. Now help and guide the officers and dele- 
gates here represented, and pour out Thy spirit of grace, of good will and 
of wisdom from on high. We ask this in Our Redeemer's name. Amen. 

The President: 

The Secretary will call the roll of the delegates, that being the first 
business in order. 

The Secretary (E. H. Pluramer of Philadelphia, Pa.) : 

Mr. President and Gentlemen :— Most of the gentlemen whose 
names I shall read are present this morning with their proper credentials, 
and the same are now upon the Secretary's desk. There are other 
names which I shall read, of gentlemen who are now absent, but who 
expect to be here before the sessions of this Association are closed. 

The Secretary then read the roll call, which showed the 
following delegates to be present: 

BALTIMORE LIFE UNDERWRITERS' ASSOCIATION. 

Henry P. Qoddard Mutual Benefit 2 South Holliday street. 

Henry B. Meigs JEtna E. Baltimore & St. Paul streets. 

George F. d*Utassy Phoenix 210 E. Lexington street. 

BOSTON LIFE UNDERWRITERS' ASSOCIATION. 

Darwin Barnard Penn Mutual 82 Deyonshire street. 

Sidney M. Hedges Mutual Benefit 53 Devonshire street. 

James L. Johnson Massachusetts Mutual . Springfield. 

W. H. Dyer Berkshire 40 Water street. 

James B. Niver Equitable 22 Equitable Building. 

CHICAGO ASSOCIATION OF LIFE UNDERWRITERS. 

John H. Nolan Travelers* 809 Home Insurance Building. 

John K. Steams Connecticut Mutual. . .17 Honore Building. 

Lawrence A. Spicer Mutual Benefit Boom 2, Tribune Building. 

Calvin S. Smith Penn Mutual 307 Tacoma Building. 

Gage E. Tarbell ^ . . .Equitable Chamber of Commerce. 

CINCINNATI LIFE UNDERWRITERS' ASSOCIATION. 

J. B. Kampe Washington Cincinnati. 

J. W. Iredell, Jr Penn Mutual *' 

W. D. Yerger Provident Life & Tr'st . " 

R.P. Woods Manhattan 
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CLEVELAND LIFE UNDERWRITERS' ASSOCIATION 

F. A. Kendall Perm Mutual The Arcade. 

M. E. Cozad National 86 Superior street. 

S. E. Mulford New York Life Society for Savings. 

W. M. Woodruff. Manhattan The Arcade. ^ 

FrankL. Ford Stat« Mutual 89 Euclid avenue. 

CONNECTICUT LIFE UNDERWRITERS' ASSOCIATION 

Alfred T. Richards Connecticut Mutual . . . Hartford. 

Gen. Alex. Harbison New York Life " 

Chas. W. Holden Washington Boston. 

W. F. Winship Massachusetts Mutual . Albany, N. Y. 

INDIANA ASSOCIATION OF LIFE UNDERWRITERS. 

D. B. Shideler Equitable Life Indianapolis. 

E. M. Goodwin Travelers' Indianapolis. 

C. S. Warburton Massachusetts MutuaLIndianapolis. 

Jacob Frankel Michigan Mutual Indianapolis. 

Chas. E. Newlin Mutual Life Indianapolis. 

KANSAS CITY LIFE UNDERWRITERS' ASSOCIATION. 

S. S. Simpson Connecticut Mutual . . . Kansas City, Mo. 

J.D.Sutton Washington " " 

August Goerts Germania " " 

LIFE INSURANCE ASSOCIATION OF NEW YORK. 

Charles H. Raymond Mutual Life 59 Cedar street. 

George P. Haskell New York Life 846 Broadway. 

William Ratcliffe New England 206 Broadway. 

A. B. Abemethy Equitable 120 Broadway. 

George F. Hadley Brooklyn 15 Liberty street. 

LIFE INSURANCE ASSOCIATION OF THE CAROLINAS. 

J. D. Church New York Life Charlotte, N. C. 

W. J. Roddey Equitable Rock Hill, S. C. 

S. L. Adams Washington Durham, N. C. 

LIFE UNDERWRITERS' ASSOCIATION OF DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Thomas P. Morgan, Jr. . . Mutual Life 1881 F street, N. W. 

A. S. Chatfleld New England Glover Building. 

M. H. Acheson Mutual Benefit 1307 F street, N. W. 

LIFE UNDERWRITERS' ASSOCIATION OF WESTERN NEW YORK. 

E. P. Clark New York Life Rochester. 

M.D.L. Hayes Northwestern " 

E. A. Spencer Equitable Buffalo. 

J. W. Pressey Penn Mutual Rochester. 

Wm. F. Wright Union Central Buffalo. 
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MAINE LIFE UNDERWRITERS* ASSOCIATION. 

J. P. Steyens Massachusetts Mutual . Portland. 

George P. Dewey National " 

James Sinklnson Union Mutual " 



MICHIGAN LIFE INSURANCE AGENTS* ASSOCIATION. 

J. W. Thompson Trarelers Detroit. 

Thomas Ferguson Mutual life " 

G. A.Watklns PennMutual " 

A.E.Bradley State Mutual " 

M.L Whitman ..Mutual Benefit " 



MINNESOTA ASSOCIATION OF LIFE UNDERWRITERS. 

J. Watson Smith Provident L. & T St. Paul. 

L. D. Wilkes Equitable St. Paul. 

LIFE UNDERWRITERS* ASSOCLA.TION OF NEBRASKA. 

W. J. Fischer New England Omaha. 

Jay Bassett New England. Detroit. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE LIFE UNDERWRITERS' ASSOCIATION. 

C. E. Staniels Connecticut Mutual. . . Concord. 

O.S.Parker -^tnaLife " 

PHILADELPHIA ASSOCIATION OF LIFE UNDERWRITERS. 

I. Layton Register Equitable 388 Drexel Building. 

E. H. Plummer Berkshire 612 Wahiut street. 

Henry C. Lippinoott Penn Mutual 9*21 Chestnut street. 

Frank Read National Record Building. 

Amos Wakelin New England .-. .Bullitt Building. 

PITTSBURGH LIFE UNDERWRITERS' ASSOCIATION. 

James C. Biggert Penn Mutual Ill Fourth avenue. 

Henry C. Ayres Northwestern Fifth avenue and Wood street. 

Benjamin H. Lightfoot. .Provident L. <& T Sixth avenue and Smithfleld. 

E. H. Dermitt New England Pennsylvania ave. and Sixth st. 

I. F. Harris Washington 91 Fifth avenue. 

PROVIDENCE LIFE UNDERWRITERS* ASSOCIATION. 

J. T. Farrell John Hancock Providence. 

H. L. Traflford Equitable 

Jonathan E. Yoshell John Hancock " 
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ST. LOUIS LIFE UNDBBWRITBBS* ASSOCIATION. 

Thomas D. Kimball Washington 4S1 Ollye street. 

Edward Wilkerson Covenant Mutual Ninth and Oliye. 

Frank Block New York Life Ninth and Oliye. 

B.F. Berkley Mutual Life 421 Olive street. 

VERMONT ASSOCIATION OF LIFE UNDERWRITERS. 

Isaac S. Borley Massachusetts Mutual. St. Albans. 

J. A. Wellman Connecticut Mutual. . .Burlington. 

W. H. S.Wbitcomb Equitable 

G. H. Smalley Connecticut Mutual. . .Burlington. 

WISCONSIN LIFE UNDERWRITERS' ASSOCTATION. 
E. Ferguson Mutual Life Milwaukee. 

The President : 

Delegations from more than seven of the local associations being 
present, in accordance with the constitution, I declare a quorum 
present for the dispatch of business. 

OPENING ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT, HON. GEO. N. 
CARPENTER. 

Gentlemen: — It is my privilege to welcome you to the second annual 
meeting of the National Association of Life Underwriters. 

Coming from different States, and representing the active workers in 
the field of life insurance, I feel sure each one brings to the work here 
his earnest faith in the mission of this Association, and a purpose that 
our deliberations shall be characterized by harmonious actions and a 
wise consideration of the questions which shall come before us. 

In every work for humanity, where members of all religious creeds 
unite and labor together for the good of society, the sentiment which 
makes this union an inspiration is ''in essentials, unity; in non-essentials, 
liberty.'' In this spirit the representatives of tl^e various Life Insurance 
Companies of this country assemble to-day. 

Leaving behind the differences of opinion which belong to our per- 
sonal callings, let us ascend to higher ground while we consider great 
principles which enter into the well-being of our business, and catch a 
renewed enthusiasm, as when the traveler reaches some mountain 
height and surveys the landscapa from horizon to horizon. And as hill 
and valley, lake and river, meadow and forest, blend in one harmonious 
scene, so at such a meeting as this, our very differences and pursuits 
should harmonize in the light of great and earnest purposes. 
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This Association, supplementing tlie work of the various local asso- 
ciations, stands first for organization as a potent force to carry forward 
life insurance into a more popular favor. Wherever the banner of a 
Life Underwriter's Association floats, there you find a body of men 
governed by higher rules of business ethics, without yielding any laudable 
ambitions or personal enterprise. There is no curtailment of liberty of 
action, but rather such action, while bringing gain to agencies and 
to companies, also emphasizes the great blessings which come to the 
world from life insurance. Upon essentials and principles which the 
representative of all companies are prepared to defend, organization 
becomes a powerful stimulus in popularizing life insurance in all com- 
munities. Earnest men, joined together for any noble cause, will win 
adherents, whether it be like the Poor Men of Lyons for the benefit of 
the unfortunate, or the patriots of 1776 to establish our grand Republic. 

This organization, established in the words of our Constitution ** to 
advance the best interests of the cause of true life insurance throughout 
the country," has a distinct and legitimate mission, and has already 
lightened up the prospects of the future with promises, as the dawn of 
the morning tells of the grandeur of the coming day. With organiza- 
tion comes a responsibility, which should stimulate progressive actions 
and lead us to keep abreast of the active forces which are bringing in 
better methods in business life everywhere. 

Secondly, if there are any reforms demanded among the field workers, 
tJiese reforms must come through tJie various associations, and this 
National Association, If there are prevalent evils among solicitors and 
managers, no one realizes this fact more than we do. If others wish to 
bring in a change for the better, they cannot desire it more than we do. 

From the first, each local association and this National Association 
has spoken in no uncertain terms of its endorsement of measures in the 
direction of honest and permanent reform. While in this cause we have 
received the support of the officers of our companies, let it be written 
that bad methods received their first condemnation from the Agents in 
the field. And among the monuments to our faith and efforts are the 
statutes of the various States against the rebating of honestly-earned 
commissions. 

If the existence of these associations were to cease to-day, and the 
National Association were never to meet again, their influence would 
still go on to lift our profession on to a higher plane, and the seed so 
faithfully sown would bring forth permanent results among the workers 
of the future. 
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But our meeting today finds us stronger in the faith than ever before. 
The older associations are firmly rooted in the better ways. The 
younger ones constantly appearing in the insurance firmament send 
forth the white light of honest endeavor, and it needs no prophetic 
vision to foretell that in a few years every State in this Union will send 
delegates who will compose this National Association, and from its 
counsels and deliberations will go forth an influence which will send 
new impulses into the possibilities that welcome us forward. 

Our local associations established over the country are uniting the 
agency forces into a noble brotherhood that finds its outward expres- 
sion in this National Association. 

These associations have boldly grappled with questions of reform, 
and it behooves us to follow the spirit which woos us to faithful 
service. 

Then over the field of life insurance shall bend sunnier skies and the 
waste places shall smile with noble fruitage. 

At the conclusion of the President's address there was 
prolonged applause. 

Mr. W. T. Gage, of Detroit : 

Mr. President : — I have the honor to Introduce to you the Mayor 
of our City, Hon. H. S. Pingree. 

ADDRESS OF MAYOR PINGREE. 

Gentlemen op the Convention : — I am much pleased to welcome 
you to our beautiful city, especially at a season when it can show its 
advantages as a place for summer resort, to so large and representative 
a body of men from all parts of the country, as are now before me. 

I honor the cause in whose interests you are assembled. It is that 
of protection for the aged and for the families of the departed, and it is 
one of the noblest that can promote human endeavor in any direction. 
I trust that your stay among us may be pleasant and that your 
deliberations may be productive of good for all. 

For the benefit of those among you who are not familiar with the 
history of the city you are now visiting, I might say in brief that this 
point was first visited by the French ten years before the landing of the 
Puritans at Plymouth Rock, and that a settlement was established here 
190 years ago, when Fort Ponchartrain was here located. From that 
date until the close of the war of 1812, the history of Detroit is a story 
of changes. Once it was captured, once it was burnt to the ground. 
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Its flag has been changed five times. It has been the scene of one 
surrender, of twelve massacres and of fifty pitched battles. 

No careful man in this age, nor any one who thinks of the future of 
those dependent upon him after he has passed away, can afford to be 
without life insurance. (Applause.) 

I trust that you will be so impressed during your visit with the 
healthful condition of our city, that the risks here will be classed 
as among the most favorable in this country. 

Again in behalf of the City of Detroit, I bid you all a hearty 
welcome. (Applause). 

The President: 

Mb. Matob : — In behalf of the delegates to this convention, I thank 
you, sir, for your presence on this platform and your kind words of 
welcome. We are come here as messengers of peace, to deliberate 
upon the great questions of life insurance. I trust that while we 
sojourn in your beautiful city you may find us true and loyal citizens. 
To emphasize these words of thanks to the Honorable Mayor, I trust 
that this convention will give him three insurance cheers. 

The cheers were heartily given. 

The President: 

The next business in order is the reading of the records of the last 
meeting, by the Secretary. 

Mr. William Ratcliffe, of New York City : 
I move that the records stand approved and that the reading be 
dispensed with. 

Mr. S. L. Adams, of Durham, N. C, seconded the 
motion and it was carried. 

TREASURER'S REPORT. 
The President: 

The next business in order is the report of the Treasurer, Mr. William 
Ratcliffe, of New York City. 

The Secretary : 

The Treasurer's report has been placed in my hands and I will read it. 

New York City, June 15, 1891. 
To the National Association of Life Underwriters : — 

Your Treasurer respectfully submits his annual report of receipts 
and expenditures to date, as follows : 
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Receipts, annual dues at $25 each, from twenty Associations : The 
Life Insurance Association of New York, Boston Life Underwriters' 
Association, Vermont Association of Life Underwriters, Cleveland Asso- 
ciation of Life Underwriters, Life Underwriters* Association of Western 
New York, Chicago Life Underwriters' Association, Life Underwriters' 
Association of Nebraska, New Hampshire Life Underwriters' Associa- 
tion, Michigan Life Insurance Agents' Association, Maine Life 
Underwriters' Association, Providence Life Underwriters' Association, 
Philadelphia Life Underwriters' Association, Pittsburg Life Under- 
writers' Association, Baltimore Life Underwriters' Association, The 
Life Underwriters' Association of the District of Columbia, Minnesota 
Association of Life Underwriters, Life Insurance Association of the 
Carolinas, Connecticut Life Underwriters' Association, St. Louis Life 
Underwriters' Association, and the Kansas City Life Underwriters' 
Association ; total, |500. 

The Secretary was about to read the statement of expen- 
ditures, pending which Mr. Henry C. Lippincott, of Phila- 
delphia, moved that the further reading of the treasurer's 
report be dispensed with. He said : 

I take it that the matter is in charge of an auditing committee, and it 
is not worth while to take up the time of the convention with mere 
matters of detail which we all know to be entirely correct. 

The President : 

Your motion is to omit the reading of all except the final result ? 

Mr. Lippincott : 

Yes, sir. 

The motion was carried. 

The Secretary: 

The total expenditures for the year were $204.15. Balance in the 
Empire State Bank of New York, |i395.85. There is a supplemental 
report of annual dues received from three Associations, making with 
the balance in bank above stated, the total cash on hand, $370.85. 

The President : 

What action shall we take upon the report of the Treasurer ? 

Mr. W. H. Dyer, of Boston : 

I move that the report of the Treasurer be accepted, adopted and 
placed on file. 
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The President : 

I would state that this report was presented to the Auditing Com- 
mittee and approved in all its details. 

The motion of Mr. Dyer was carried. 

REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

The President: 

The next business before the Association is the report of the Execu- 
tive Committee through its Chairman, Major Ben. S. Calef, of Boston. 

Mr. Calef was greeted with applause. He read the report 
of the Executive Committee as follows : 
Mr. Prbsidknt and Gbntlbmbn:— 

During the year which has elapsed since this Association was formed, 
the Executive Committee has held two meetings : The first was held at 
Hotel Brunswick, New York, October 28, 1890; the second at Hotel 
Rennert, Baltimore, March 20, 1891. The attendance at each meeting 
was phenomenal, when it is remembered they came from different 
sections of the country, and evinces the deep interest taken in the Asso- 
ciation, and the work it has in hand. At the October meeting, fifteen 
out of eighteen members were present, and at the March meeting, 
eleven. 

The Secretary of the Committee, Mr. W. G. Justice, was prevented 
by serious illness from being present at the second meeting, and has 
been unable up to this time to take any part in the work. 

The efficient Secretary of the Association, Mr. E. H. Plummer, was 
elected Secretary 'pro tern at the Baltimore meeting, and it has devolved 
upon us to carry on the work, which will explain my making this 
report, in place of Secretary Justice. 

In this connection, I beg to make this recommendation, — that in 
nominating candidates for Secretary, Treasurer and Chairman of the 
Executive Committee, they be selected from some common centre, thus 
facilitating the work, as well as the interests of the Committee and 
Association. 

At the first meeting in October, committees were appointed to consider 
various matters of importance, and to adjust and perfect, so far as 
possible, the machinery, not only for the executive of this year, but for 
our successors ; and no committee ever worked more harmoniously or 
with more thoughtful interest. Subsequently detailed reports were 
received from these committees at Baltimore, as follows : — 
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Committee on Anti-Rebate Laws. 

Committee on Bureau of Information. 

Committee to select subjects for papers to be read at next convention. 

The report of the Committee on National Bureau of Information will 
be considered under recommendation from the Executive Committee. 

According to the constitution, the following Associations submitted 
copies of their constitution and by-laws to the Executive Committee, 
and they were duly approved and admitted to membership in the 
National Association. 

Life Insurance Association of The Carolinas. 

Life Underwriters' Association of the District of Columbia. 

St. Louis Life Underwriters* Association. 

Connecticut Life Underwriters* Association. 

Kansas City Life Underwriters' Association. 

This addition to the ranks is the strongest endorsement of our Asso- 
ciation and recognition of its value. 

The Committee appointed to decide upon, and submit topics for two 
papers to be read before the convention, reported as follows: — 

"The Life Agent, his Qualifications and Requirements." 
• Assigned to Mr. Chas. H. Ferguson. 

"Life Insurance as a Social Power." 
Assigned to Mr. L. Spencer Goble. 

Subsequently Mr. Goble, much to our regret, was obliged to decline, 
and Mr. George P. Haskell, always ready to lend a hand, kindly 
accepted the task. 

The Executive Committee recommend that the President appoint a 
Committee to nominate officers for the ensuing year, composed of one 
member from each local association represented at the morning session 
of the 17th. 

The Committee recommend the following change in the 4th article of 
the Constitution: — 

Article 4. — Officers. The officers of the Association shall consist of 
a President, a Vice-President from each local association represented, a 
Secretary, a Treasurer and an Executive Committee to consist of not 
less than nine members (strike out the word "nine" and insert 
** fifteen"), all of whom shall be elected by ballot, to hold office for one 
year or until their successors are elected. (To insert the following after 
the word "elected.'* Except as to members of the Executive Commit- 
tee. At the next election, one-third of said Committee shall be elected 
to serve for one year, one-third for two years, one-third for three years. 



and each year thereafter, successors shall he elected to fill vacaDcies, to 
serve for three years. (The remainder of the Article to read as follows.) 
The President, Secretary and Treasurer shall be members ex-officio of 
the Executive Committee, with the right to vote, and the Secretary of 
the National Association shall be ex-oflacio Secretary of the Executive 
Committee. 

The Committee recommend that there be a permanent Committee 
appointed, which shall establish a Bureau of Information. 

Before closing this report of the executive Committee, I cannot 
refrain from expressing our full appreciation of the courtesies which 
were extended to the Committee by the New Yo^k Association in 
October, and again by the Underwriters of Baltimore in March. Noth- 
ing was spared which might promote our interests or our pleasure; and 
to crown all this, came to us, when in Baltimore, the cordial invitation 
to stop over in Cleveland, when en route to Detroit June 16th. 

In closing, let me express my appreciation of the Committee which it 
has been my pleasure and 'honor to serve as Chairman. Coming 
together as we did from different sections of the country, representing 
different companies and local interests peculiar to each, we have met in 
a common cause, and no men were ever more firm, more zealous in 
serving a cause, or more entirely free from desire to intrude any meas- 
ures which might be construed into representing either personal or 
company interests than your Committee; and knowing from experience 
the importance of a harmonious and honorable Executive Committee, I 
can. wish no greater boon than to have in the future as earnest workers 
as have served us in the first Executive Committee of the National 
Association. BEN. S. CALEF, 

^ Chairman Executive Committee. 

The President : 

What action will you take on the report of the Executive Committee? 

Mr. George P. Haskell, of New York City : 

I move that the report of the Executive Committee be accepted. 

Mr. Lippincott, of Philadelphia : 

I would ask if the acceptance of that report involves the adoption of 
the measures recommended? 

The President : 

It does not. It merely brings the report before the Association. 

The report was accepted . 
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Mr. George F. Hadley, of New York : 

I move that this body concur in the recommendation of the Executive 
Committee to the effect that the President appoint a committee for the 
nomination of officers, and that it be immediately carried out. 

Mr. Darwin Barnard, of Boston : 

Mb. Prbsidbnt — I rise to second that motion, and in doing so I 
would like the privilege of the floor for one moment. I have heard, and 
we have all heard, the name of my friend. Mr. Henry C. Lippincott, of 
Philadelphia, mentioned in connection with the Presidency of the Asso- 
ciation for next year. (Applause.) I recognize, and we all recognize, 
the eminent fitness of that gentleman for the position. Most of us are 
familiar with his brilliant qualifications as a presiding officer. It is an 
honorable position. There is no position in any organization of this 
kind more honorable- 
Mr. J. D. Sutton, of Kansas City : 

Mr. President — I rise to a point of order. As I understood the 
motion it was that a committee be appointed to nominate officers. 
Now, I think remarks at the present time are out of order. ' 

The President: 

The gentleman from Boston (Mr. Barnard) rose to second the motion 
of the gentleman from New York (Mr. Hadley), and he having risen in his 
place for that purpose, I suppose we always indulge a slight latitude of 
debate. And while it is not parliamentary in the strict sense, the gen- 
tleman craved the indulgence of the Association, and the chair thought 
it best to allow him to proceed. (Applause and cries of "go on.") 

Mr. Barnard : 

I was about to say that there is no position in any organization of this 
kind in this country or in the world more honorable than to be the 
President of this Association. Mr. President, you, by your impartial, 
faithful, skillful and wise administration of its affairs during the year now , • 
about to close, have made it more honorable. When you step into the 
privacy of the ranks, we know you will be tlie same earnest worker 
that you have been at the head of the column. (Applause.) It would 
be a reasonable ambition for anybody, for Mr. Lippincott, or anyone else, 
to be your immediate successor. Yet, Mr. Lippincott has no interest 
except the interest of this Association, and he would not willingly, 
even through his friends, be the indirect instrument of anything like 
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discord. He would do everything in that spirit of harmony, of wise 
consideration, for the best interests of this Association, to which you 
have so happily alluded in your opening address ; and therefore, in view 
of all that I kave said, and much more that I might say, he authorizes 
me and desires me to request the nominating committee not to use his 
name in connection with the Presidency of this Association for the 
coming year. And I can assure you, Mr. President and gentlemen of 
this Convention, that whoever is selected by the nominating committee 
and elected by the Association, to carry the honors and the responsibili- 
ties of this high office for the year that is now about to open, will have 
no heartier, no more cordial, no more earnest or sincere supporter and 
co-operator than Mr. Lippincott, whose name I now withdraw. I 
second the motion of Mr. Hadley, that the committee to nominate offi- 
cers for the coming year be appointed by the chair. (Applause.) 

The President : 

Mr. Hadley, of New York, moves that the chair appoint a nominat- 
ing committee, one from each association, represented in the National 
Association. 

The motion was carried, and the President appointed as 

such committee, the following : 

George F. Hadley, New York. 

Thomas P. Morgan, Jr., District of Columbia. 

E. P. Clark, Western New York. 

E. H. Dermitt, Pittsburgh. 

Jonathan K. Voshell, Providence. 

Thomas D. Kimball, St. Louis. 

S. S. Simpson, Kansas City. 

S. L. Adams, Carolinas. 

John H. Nolan, Chicago. 

G. H. Smalley, Vermont. 

J. Watson Smith, Minnesota. 

J. P. Stevens, Maine. 

D. Barnard, Boston. 

C. 8. Parker, New Hampshire. 

I. L. Register, Philadelphia. 

J. W. Thompson, Michigan. 

M. E. Cozad, Cleveland. 

W. J. Fischer, Nebraska. 
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G. A. Harbison, ConDecticut. 
George F. d'Utassy, Baltimore. 
C. S. Warburton, Indiana. 
G. B. Van Slyke, Wisconsin. 
W. D. Yerger, Cincinnati. 

Mr. Henry C. Ayres, of Pittsburgh, Penn.: 
I move that the report of the Executive Committee, the regular order 
of business, be laid upon the table, and that as a special order of busi- 
ness, we now hear the addresses of Col. Duffield and Mr. Ferguson. 

The motion was carried. 

Mr. Thomas D. Morgan, Jr., of Washington, D. C: 
Mr. PREsroBNT: — I have a resolution that I simply want to offer and 
request that it be referred to the Executive Committee. 

The President : 

All matters of new business must be referred to the Executive Com- 
mittee without debate unless the rule is suspended. Will you send the 
resolution to the Secretary's desk ? 

The resolution was read as follows : 

Be it resolved. That the delegates to this Convention be instructed 
to request their respective associations to solicit their members of 
Congress to vote for a bill for the establishment of an insurance bureau 
for the protection of public interests in the District of Columbia. 

The President: 

Under the rule this resolution will be referred to the Executive Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. John H. Nolan, of Chicago. 

Mr. President : — I move that the National Association take up for 
consideration the feasibility of appointing a committee of five, from as 
many different States represented in the Association, to determine what 
shall be done, if anything, toward establishing a chair or professorship 
of life insurance in the University of Chicago. (Applause.) 

The President : 

Under the rule this resolution will be referred to the Executive Com- 
mittee. 



Mr. Thomas D. Kimball, of St. Louis : 

I hold in my hand a communication which, although addressed to 
me in person, concerns chiefly this Association, and I would like to pass 
it up and have it read by the Secretary. 

The President: 

Mr. Kimball offers a communication which he asks to have read by 
the Secretary. Is there objection? 

Mr. Henry C. Lippincott, of Philadelphia : 
It seems to me, Mr. President, that the offering of all these resolu- 
tions is irregular at this time. As I understand it we have not reached 
the point where they are in order. 

The President : 

The chair will inquire of the gentleman from St. Louis (Mr. Kimball) 
if there is anything in this communication requiring immediate action. 

Mr. Kimball : 
No, sir. 

The President : 

Objection being made by Mr. Lippincott of Philadelphia, that we 
are not proceeding in accordance with the rules, under his objection 
this communication will lie over until it comes up in the regular way. 

Mr. Ben. S. Calef, of Boston : 

The President moves so rapidly that I did not have the opportunity 
of saying that the report of the Executive Committee has been put in. 
print, barring some slight changes which were made at the meeting here 
yesterday, and also the reports of the Committee on the Anti-Rebate 
and the Bureau of Information, and if some of the gentlemen will pass 
them around to their respective delegations, there are plenty of them 
here, if they care to look at them. By reading this report you will 
understand the recommendations of the Committee, and ia the back 
part there are blanks for memoranda, which you can write your speeches 
on. (Laughter.) ^ 

The President : 

Gentlemen : — We are fortunate in having one with us this morning 
to give the national address, a gentleman who has shown his faith in 
the nation by brave and heroic service, and whose welcome will be a 
warm and sincere one. It is my pleasure tp present to you, as the 
'orator of the morning. Colonel Henry M. Duflleld, of Detroit. 
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ADDRESS OF COLONEL DUFPIELD. 
Mr, President and Gentlemen : — There is an old proverb that "all 
things come to him who waits." I am satisfied that whatever feeling of 
resentment or revenge I might have ever entertained for an individual 
who was endeavoring to solicit me to get my life insured, can be more 
than fully repaid b^ me, if I am so pleased, this hot morning, in detain- 
ing you in this room. (Laughter.) When an old comrade of mine 
desired someone to say in an unofiScial way that the City of Detroit was 
glad to see you, to give you as it were a social welcome, to follow up 
the freedom of the city and the gift of the city's keys, which have been 
tendered you by the Mayor, by, so to speak, the gift of the city's night 
keys and the welcome to our homes and houses, I asked him what I 
should talk about. He said, ** Talk about five minutes." (Laughter.) 
I conclude that his time was too much and that in this heated room five 
minutes would be much too long. But I know that* the citizens of our 
city and of our state would feel there was a duty unperformed if some- 
one did not on their behalf say a few words of welcome to such a 
gathering of gentlemen as you are, gentlemen representing such a 
wonderfully beneficent institution as that of life insurance. It has, I 
think, been said by another that the progress of life insurance is one of 
the best types and indices of the civilization and enlightenment of a 
people, and I believe it to be true. If it be so, what a wonderful 
picture the United States presents when in less than half a century life 
insurance has grown from its birth to the estate of I believe four billions of 
dollars. It shows that the American pe6ple are not only a thrifty 
people, not merely a selfishly thrifty people, but that they are a people 
who believe in taking care of those who are to come after them ; a 
people who believe in that best of charity which begins at home. To 
you gentlemen I feel as though anything I could say on the subject of 
life insurance would be bringing coals to Newcastle ; and while 
perhaps some years ago it was thought that the life insurance agent was 
one who took up that business after he had failed in all others, I know 
that to-day the enterprise, the acumen, the ability, the shrewdness, the 
knowledge of human nature that is displayed by the life insurance 
agent compares favorably, if it is not superior to that displayed in 
almost any class of occupations. (Applause.) 1 think I have exceeded 
my time and I thank you kindly for your attention. (Applause.) 

Mr. W. T. Gage, of Detroit : 

Mr. PREsroENT: — With the permission of the chair I would like to 
make an announcement. The Michigan Life Insurance Agents Assocla-- 



tion have arranged for a boat ride this afternoon, to which you are invited 
as guests, with your friends. [Applause.] We have arranged to tal^e 
you up our river, across our beautiful Lake St. Clair and through our 
Michigan Venice, where you may see something that cannot be seen 
perhaps in any other part of our country. It will take a little time and 
it is necessary that we shall start as nearly as possible according to the 
programme which we have arranged. Right in this connection I want to 
impress very emphatically upon your attention, those of you who have 
come from other portions of the country, that we run our aflPairs here 
entirely upon an independent lime. When we speak about time we do 
not mean standard time, but Detroit time, and when I name to you the 
hour at which this excursion is expected to start, please bear in mind 
that it is at that hour, Detroit time. It is now twenty minutes to 12, 
Detroit time. Our excursion is arranged to leave Woodward avenue at 
' 1 :45 o'clock p. m. You are all warmly invited to bring your friends, 
ladies as well as gentlemen, if you have ladies with you. 

The President: 

The chair without any vote will accept the invitation, and if any 
member feels aggrieved he can certainly appeal from the decision of 
the chair. [Laughter.] 

The President appointed as committee on revision of the 
constitution Mr. Ben. S. Calef, of Boston, Mr. George P. 
Haskell, of New York, Mr. Charles H. Ferguson, of 
Chicago, Mr. E. H, Plummer, of Philadelphia, and Mr. 
Henry C. Ayers, of Pittsburgh. 

The President : 

There was a paper announced for this hour by Mr. Ferguson, of 
Chicago. For certain reasons he is not able to give it to-day. Mr. 
Haskell, of New York, was to give his paper to-morrow morning. 
Now it occurs to the chair that probably Mr. Hajfkell might be willing 
to read his paper to-day, reserving Mr. Ferguson's for the morning 
session. The chair merely suggests that and the Association can take 
such action as they see fit. 

A delegate : 

Will there be an afternoon session? 

The President: 

I judge not. The excursion will take all the afternoon. 



A delegate : 

Will there be an evening session ? 

The President: 

No. Is it the pleasure of the Association that we listen to Mr. Has- 
kell before the adjournment? 

Several delegates : 
Yes, yes. 

Mr. W. T. Gage, of Detroit: 

Gentlbmbn : — I have a supplement to my announcement in regard 
to that boat excursion. I thought of making it when I made the first 
announcement, but I was present at the General Assembly which met 
here a little while since, and when such an announcement as I was 
thinking of making was given there it pretty nearly broke up the 
General Assembly; and they, you know, were interested in the cause 
which sets aside everything pertaining to human nature and worldly 
affairs. It was stated at that time that gentlemen who wished to get 
their dinner would have to make haste in order to take a train at a cer- 
tain lime. You will have to get your dinner before you go, but we will 
provide you with a liberal lunch on board the boat, which will take the 
place probably of a late tea. 

The President: 

The Association will be in order. It is my pleasure, gentleman, to 
introduce to you Mr. Gteorge P. Haskell, of New York, the essayist of 
the morning. 

Mr. T. A. Spencer, of Bufialo : 

Mr. President, with due respect to the gentleman who is the author of 
this paper, I think it is not just to him, after the time he has spent in 
the preparation of the paper, that he should attempt to read it in the con- 
fused condition in which this Convention now is. I therefore would 
ask that the paper be postponed until to-morrow morning's session, in 
order that the whole Association may have the pleasure of hearing it. 

A delegate : 

I would just like to say in answer to that, it will unquestionably 
crowd the business to-morrow so that it will be almost impossible to get 
through, and a few minutes now will settle this thing. I ask the gen- 
tleman to be kind enough to withdraw his motion. 
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Mr. Spencer: 

I am perfectly willing to withdraw it if the gentleman wno has pre- 
pared the paper is willing to read it. Otherwise I shall insist on the 
motion. 

Mr. Haskell : 

With every feeling of gratitude to my friend for his consideration 
for myself, I think I will read my paper now, with your permission. 
(Applause.) 

ADDRESS OF GEORGE P. HASKELL. 

Mr. Pbesidbnt and Gentlemen of the National Association 
OF Life Undbbwbiters : — 

By the arbitrary decision of your Executive Committee I have been 
selected to address you upon the subject of "Life Insurance as a 
Social Power." While I fully appreciate the honor conferred upon 
me, I at the same time realize that I am called upon to pre- 
sent in words, thoughts which must have frequently forced them- 
selves upon the attention of this highly intelligent and critical 
audience. My task is therefore not an easy one. The subject named 
is one of such vast proportions and the time assigned to its consider-* 
ation has been so limited by reason of the necessity of an early 
adjournment of this session, that I shall not attempt more than an 
argument designed to show by comparison, that life insurance is a 
social power. 

Theoretically, the people of this country are opposed to class 
distinctions. In practice, however, we classify ourselves socially 
and otherwise with lines of demarcation as sharply defined as though 
the classification was based on legal enactment ; and I am inclined to 
believe that our practice is entitled to more commendation than our 
theory. So long as it is not based on any assumed hereditary right, 
I believe that this self-imposed classification aids in the improvement 
of social conditions, inasmuch as thereby is furnished an incentive 
to acquire that which will entitle the possessor to an advanced social 
position ; and especially do I think this belief well founded so long 
as competition for the highest honors we can bestow is open even to 
the humblest citizen in our land. 

Even classification in so-called society may not be without its salu- 
tary effect. Suppose they do say in ridicule of society's regulations, 
that the test of eligibility to upper tendom in Boston is a high degree 
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of scholarly attainment ; that in New York they ask what is the con- 
dition of nis or her bank account ; in Philadelphia, what was their 
grandfather's name ; in Cleveland and Detroit, on what street or 
avenue do they live ; and in Chicago, what is his lung power — what 
does it all amount to ? An attempt at wit that recoils upon itself 
when properly considered. If all of these qualifications were 
demanded of each candidate for admission to upper tendom, how 
much society might contribute towards the improvement of social 
conditions. Intelligence is universally respected, wealth is a blessing 
if properly used ; an ambition to preserve untarnished an hon- 
orable name is laudable ; the refining influences of beautiful home 
surroundings will not be denied and the go-ahead-ativeness of the 
Chicagoan excites our admiration. 

There is a social division, however, of vastly more influence than 
that of upper tendom in which the test of eligibility is simple yet grand. 
That test is true manhood and true womanhood. The very founda- 
tions of our government spring from this great social division. 
Destroy it and you will destroy the government itself. Every 
influence for good in our midst is utilized for its upbuilding, and 
prominent among these influences is our grand system of life insurance. 
• By the side of that powerful social influence known as the Church, 
you will And this system of life insurance co-operating with and often 
completing the work begun by the Church. Hand in hand you find 
our institutions of learning and this same system of life insurance, 
each sustaining the other. Again we find that this same system of 
life insurance forms the breastworks around the citadel of home, 
protecting it from assault and guaranteeing the continuance of its 
helpful influence. 

While we would concede to the three influences named — the 
Church, our institutions of learning, and the home, all that they are 
entitled to as factors in solving the social problem — we claim that 
without the aid of life insurance even their combined efforts may at 
times fail of satisfactory results. We make this claim with the tradi- 
tional modesty of the life insurance man who never claims the earth 
merely because his claim would not be recognized. But seriously, 
the church teaches theoretically many things that life insurance 
teaches practically. Life insurance teaches a man that he should 
lead a pure and temperate life; that he should be diligent in business 
and not neglect those who are naturally dependent upon him. It 
leads in a practical way to the consideration of the brief duration of 



life and that he should make a really good use of it. It proves that it 
is true that it is more blessed to give than to receive, for he finds that 
he can actually take pleasure in the contemplation of a life insurance 
policy that will only be paid at his death. Thus it has a most salu- 
tary effect upon his moral being, makes him a better man, one who 
can more certainly measure up to the standard of true manhood. 

If you were to blot out of existence this system of life insurance, 
you might as well close the doors of most of our institutions of learn, 
ing. Deprive the widows and orphans of this country of the fifty 
millions or more disbursed each year in the settlement of death claims 
paid by American life insurance companies, and how many wage 
earners will be at once created from among those who should still be 
in our schools and colleges ? If you reduce the intelligence of the 
people by depriving them of necessary education, you will increase 
pauperism and crime, and will lessen the number in that great social 
division of which the test of eligibility is true manhood and true 
womanhood. 

It is unnecessary that I should detail how the life insurance policy 
protects the home, and makes possible the continuance of that blessed 
home influence which contributes so largely towards the mainten- 
ance of healthy social conditions. I use the word "home" in its 
broadest sense. The taking away of the mainstay of the family may 
necessitate a modification of surroundings, may compel economies ; 
but if the home is still maintained, much has been accomplished, 
much for the inmates, and much for society. 

The reverse of this condition is not infrequent. A supposed rich 
man dies, his estate proves insolvent and there is no life insurance. 
The family must be provided with food, raiment and shelter. The 
stern decree of fate to the widow is, shut up the piano, tear down 
the lambrequins, rip up the Axminster, sell everything that is not 
absolutely necessary for existence, take your children by the hand 
and go out into the world and battle with its millions for life itself. 
Yes, I know it is a cruel, hard-hearted world, but woman, what right 
have you or yours to any more day dreams? You neglected your 
opportunity and you are paupers. How frequently the widow soon 
follows her husband. The home is broken up, the children scattered. 
What is to be their future ? Will they become honored members of 
that social division whose test is true manhood and true womanhood, 
or will they instead add to the number of that opposing social division 
whose increase we always view with alarm ? Life insurance is an abso- 
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lute necessity in modern civilization. It is not only a great beneficent 
institution, not only does it help to educate the masses and to maintain 
a high standard of morality,^ but it is a necessity as a safeguard to pro- 
tect from destruction conditions which have required years of labor to 
produce, and that protection is furnished just when it is most needed. 

We have claimed that wealth properly used is an undoubted blessing. 
It is equally true that while poverty may chasten, inay refine may 
purify, it does not always have such effect. On the contrary, it unfor- 
tunately is also true that poverty frequently begets crime. There are 
those who insist that the tendency in these days is for the rich to become 
richer and the poor poorer. They look upon such a tendency with 
alarm, and dread its social effect. To such we bring a word of good 
cheer. Our system of life insurance tends directly to the leveling of 
these conditions. Not by the Communistic method of making the poor 
richer at the expense of the rich, but by discounting the earning 
capacity of the poor we create competency where otherwise poverty 
might exist. 

That influence which contributes to the permanent good of a com- 
munity is entitled to our praise. That which makes life's burdens less 
wearisome to the weak and defenseless we may surely credit with being 
beneficent. That which makes possible the education of an orphan 
child and his or her preparation for the duties and responsibilities of 
life, benefits not only the Individual, but also the community in which he 
or she resides.' That which encourages thrift and thus reduces 
pauperism and crime cannot be too highly recommended. That which 
teaches temperance in a practical way, which tends to reduce selfishness 
and which strengthens family ties as a moral force, rivals the Church 
and demands our admiration. As through the single instrumentality of 
life insurance all this and more in the same direction is being accom- 
plished, are we not compelled to concede to that instrumentality its 
right to be considered a power in our social organization ? 

Conceding that, does it not follow that the men whose skill and 
energy have built up this powerful social influence, are entitled to be 
ranked among the benefactors of mankind? Who are the men who have 
performed this noble work ? Are they the presidents, the actuaries and 
medical staff of your life insurance companies ? No, my friends. 
Those ofllcials are only your executives ; the real work, the really 
skilled labor has been, and is being performed by that body of men 
whom you so ably represent here to-day— the solicitors of life insurance 
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Mr. Lambert, of Philadelphia: 

Mr. Chairman : — I move that the thanks of this Convention be ten- 
•dered to Mr. Haskell for his able and instructive paper, and that it be 
printed for distribution to the members of the Convention. 

Mr. George F. d'Utassy, of Baltimore: 

I second the motion. I was on the point of making the same motion. 

Gen. Alexander Harbison, of Hartford, Connecticut : 
I move to amend by making it 3,000 copies. I believe the funds of 
1;he Association can be put to no better purpose than the distribution of 
that document. I would like a few scattered in Connecticut. 

A Delegate: ^ 

Make it 10,000. 

Mr. d'Utassy : 

It is the best canvassing document I have seen for a long time. 

Gen. Harbison: 

As it has been suggested to make it 10,000 copies, I will move to make 
ithe number 5,000. 

The President: 

The question is on the amendment offered by Gen. Harbison. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The motion as amended was then carried. 

Mr. J. W. Thompson, of Detroit : 
I move that we do now adjourn. 

Mr. Gage E. Tarbell, of Chicago: 

I move as a substitute that when this convention adjourns, it be to 
•meet at 10 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

The substitute was agreed to, and accordingly at 12 
-o'clock and 8 minutes P. M., the convention adjourned to 
<meet on Thursday, June 18, at 10 A. M. 
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EXCURSION TO THE ST. CLAIR FLATS, 

THE MODERN VENICE OF AMERICA. 

For the afternoon of the first day the Michigan Life 
Insurance Agents Association had arranged an excursion 
to the St. Clair Flats, and nearly all of the visiting delegates 
availed themselves of the opportunity to enjoy this delight- 
ful trip. Most of the members of the Michigan Associa- 
tion, with their invited guests, including a liberal sprinkling 
of ladies, accompanied the party. The steamer Sappho^ 
which had been chartered for the occasion, was comfortably 
filled when she left her dock at two o'clock, and a pleas- 
anter or jollier crowd it would be difiicult to find. 

The change from the hot, stifling air of the hotel to the 
cool, bracing atmosphere of Lake St. Clair, was so great 
that overcoats and wraps were in demand, and even with 
these protections some of the excursionists experienced an 
uncomfortable " cooling oflE.** But in spite of this and the 
rain which fell at times, the enjoyment of every one seemed 
to be complete, and many were the expressions of delight 
heard on all sides. A brief stop was made at the Rushmere 
Club House, and shortly after the steamer started on the 
return trip refreshments were served, after which the upper 
deck was ^'cleared for action," and dancing was the order 
of the day. Most excellent music was furnished during 
the trip by a detachment from the Fort Wayne U. S. 
Infantry Band, stationed at Fort Wayne. At 7 : 15 the 
excursionists were landed at the dock in Detroit, and the 
visiting guests who had been complaining of the excessive 
heat of the past few days were one and all thoroughly satis- 
fied that they had " cooled ofi.*' 



SECOND DAY. 

Thursday, June 18, 1891. 

The convention was called to order by the President, 
Mr. George N. Carpenter, of Boston, Mass., who said : 

The hour to which the meeting adjourned having arrived, the 
Association will be in order. Before we take up the special assignment, 
what is the pleasure of the Association ? 

Mr. Ben. S. Calef, of Boston : 

Mr. President : — I move we take from the table the several resolu- 
tions reported by the Executive Committee and act upon them. 

, The Secretary, Mr. E. H. Plummer, seconded the motion. 

Mr. Calef: 

The first one is this : 

Hesolved, That the Executive Committee be instructed to endorse the 
proposition for the establishment of a chair, to be calkd the professor- 
ship of life insurance, in the University of Chicago. 

The President: 

What action will you take upon the resolution reported from the 
Executive Committee ? 

Mr. John H. Nolan, of Chicago: 

Mr. President : — I move to suspend the rules of order which pre- 
vent other than regular delegates from discussing questions of that 
mature here, and that permission be granted to Mr. Charles E. Willard, 
Superintendent of Agencies of the Provident Savings of New York, 
who is well acquainted with Mr. Rockefeller, with the President of the 
University, Prof. Harper, and some other of the officers there. I 
would like to have him tell what he knows about this, and what is 
possible to be done, and to discuss the question here, if there is no 
objection; and if it is agreeable, I would like to have the permission 
given by common consent. 



37 



The President : 

Mr. Nolan, of Chicago, moves to suspend the rules, that Mr. WlUard^ 
of New York, may address the Convention on this matter. The sus- 
pension of the rules requires a two-thirds vote. 

The rules were suspended. 

The President : 

On behalf of the Association I introduce Mr. Willard of New York^ 

Mr. Charles E, Willard, of New York : 

Gentlemen — Another, better informed than I and better able to- 
impart his information, was expected to be here and to ask your cour- 
tesy. I come simply as a substitute. Mr. John D. Rockefeller, of 
whom some of you have heard, a gentleman of very large means, 
and of liberality equal to his means, has given something over a 
million and a half of dollars to the founding of what is to be 
called the University of Chicago. It is generally understood that 
this is but the beginning of the large plans which he has for thi§ 
institution. His liberality has been seconded by other gentlemen of 
large means, notably, I believe, Mr, Marshall Field, of Chicago. A site 
has been obtained, the university buildings are to be begun promptly, 
and the trustees have been especially happy in the choice of their presi- 
dent. They have selected Prof. Harper, of Yale, a gentleman of the 
widest and most accurate scholarship, of great executive ability, of most 
wonderful power to rouse enthusiasm and interest in study, a man of 
the very broadest ideas in regard to education. His plans, as under- 
stood, as far as they have been formulated, will give in Chicago a uni- 
versity which will, in my belief, be the beginning of a new era in 
university education in this country ; a university open the year round, 
an institution in which the class system is largely abolished, and to 
which any man who has a little time for education upon any special 
point can go, winter or summer ; a university which in its arrangement 
of subjects shall teach everything of vital importance to the active, pro* 
gressive human life of this country. I believe that the greatest city of 
the West will have ultimately one of the greatest, most influential and 
most progressive universities in the world. 

A suggestion was made to Dr. Goodspeed by Mr. Hubbard, of 
Chicago, that it would be a good thing in connection with this univer- 
sity to have a chair of life insurance. I will read you the reply of Dr.. 
Harper to Mr Hubbard's first letter, which was written to Dr. Good- 
speed, and answered at Dr. Goodspeed's request. 
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•' Your letter to Rev. T. W. Goodspeed, in reference to the estab- 
lishment of a life insurance chair in the tJniversity of Chicago, haa 
been received. I can see how there is a great field for such a chair. 
Would not the leading life insurance companies be sufficiently inter- 
ested in the matter to furnish the endowment? This would be an 
important step forward. There is no place where such a chair could 
accomplish more good than in the city of Chicago. Let me hear from 
you further in reference to it." 

Another letter was written in response to this, with the contents of 
which I am not acquainted, and this is Dr. Harper's second letter in 
reply: 

'* Your kind favor of June 16 has been received. I regret very much 
indeed that it will not be possible for me to be present at your meeting 
(the meeting of the Chicago Underwriters' Association) June 16. I 
have asked the secretary of the University, Rev. Dr. T. W. Goodspeed, 
1212 Chamber of Commerce Building, to represent me, and I am sure 
that ^ou will find him a pleasant gentleman with whom to talk. I 
believe more and more in the feasibility of what has been proposed. 
The amount required should be, for a full chair, $100,000. The best 
man in the country ought to be found to fill it. Hoping that you will 
accomplish something, and assuring you that the Uuiversity of Chicago 
will co-operate with you in every particular, I remain, 

Yours truly, W. R. Harper." 

That is as far, gentlemen, as the project has gotten at the present 
time, except the consideration which you are asked to give it this 
morning. I do not think it is for me to trespass upon your time to 
argue this matter. It would be an assumption which I would not^dare 
to make, to think that I could furnish these gentlemen ideas upon any 
topic. I know that I am talking to a body of intelligent, able men,, 
who understand their business and who do not need any instruction ;. 
but I also know, and I appeal to your experience to bear me out, that 
the ignorance of the general public in relation to life insurance is 
simply phenomenal. To use a commercial figure, there is no line of 
goods in this country of which such vast amounts are sold and for 
which such prices are obtained, and about which the buyers know so 
little as about life insurance. Once in a while, I am sorry to say, an 
agent shares in this ignorance. I saw a letter once from an agent, and 
I regret to say he was a general agent, written to an inquiring policy- 
holder, in which he said that the reason why the dividends in his com- 
pany had been falling off for the last few years was that the mortality of 
his company had increased from four to four and a half per cent. (Laugh- 
ter.) I know another instance in which a man turned his back upon a 



progressive, wide-awake, sound insurance company, to place his insur- 
ance in one less desirable in every particular, because the latter granted 
him the excessive favor of stipulating that his paid up insurance should 
be based upon a reserve with four and a half per cent, interest, instead 
of -the four per cent, reserve, which the other companies offered. 
(Laughter.) Now those, gentlemen, are of course absurd illustrations. 
You cannot duplicate that ignorance everywhere ; but I appeal to you if 
the public at large do not generally think that their premiums paid to 
a life insurance company stand in the line of bank deposits ? And is it 
not a very common idea that the surrender value of a policy should be 
the return of the entire premium paid, with a little interest added, 
because that particular policy-holder has not cost the company any- 
thing ? Is it not a common idea that the reserve on a policy is that sum 
of money which, compounded at four per cent., will produce the face of 
the policy at the end of a man's expectancy ? And is it not true that 
a great many men believe that a part of the strength of a company lies 
in its lapses, aod that premiums are calculated and computed with the 
expectation that there will be a certain number of lapses, and that 
unless those lapses occur the company cannot carry out its contracts? 

Now I ask you just to consider, in thinking of this matter, not the 
immediate question whether the establishment of this chair in the Uni- 
versity of Chicago will benefit this country and work a revolution at 
once — not to consider whether Chicago will be immediately benefited 
and not Detroit or New York, but whether it would not be a decided 
advantage to the business if in every institution of learning in this 
country the students were taught at least something about life insur- 
ance ? Do you not think that the ideal conditions of the insurance 
business would be found when an honest, intelligent agent presented 
the subject of life insurance to an honest and intelligent man who had 
already a reasonable amount of information in regard to it? Now, I do 
not think, gentlemen, that this Association— if you will pardon me for 
the suggestion — wants to lend itself to the establishment of a school of 
actuaries, in which Prof. Dry-as-dust shall simply deal with the compu- 
tation of premiums and the calculation of reserves; but I do believe 
that if there could^ be established in Chicago, in connection with this 
progressive university, either a full chair of insurance or a provision by 
which there should be given a yearly course of lectures which should 
touch upon the history of life insurance, the beneficence of its purpose, 
the vastness of its interests, the conditions of contracts, the rights 
of policy-holders and the rights of companies as well, that in the end it 

40 



would tend to elevate the business all over this country. The example 
of the Chicago institution would be copied per force. The other uni- 
versities could not afford not to do it, and little by little the business of life 
insurance would be benefited by the fact that from all our institutions 
of learning in this country there would go forth men who knew some- 
thing about it, men better equipped to start as agents, men better 
equipped to become officers of companies, men better adapted in every 
way to the honest, reasonable discussion, with honest and reasonable 
men, of the whole subject. 

Gentlemen, I thank you for your attention. (Applause.) 

The President: ' 

The question is upon the adoption of the resolution reported by the 

Executive Committee. Are there any further remarks to be made on 

the subject? 

Mr. D. B. Shideler, of Indianapolis : 

Mr. President: — ^Before I enter upon this discussion I would like to 
know just what position the question is in at this time, and to that end I 
would like to ask the Secretary to read the proposition that was submit- 
ted yesterday, and also the recommendation that was submitted this 
morning, so that we may all see what the relation of the one is to the 
other, and what the effect of the adoption of this report will be. The 
other members of the Association may understand the matter a little 
better than I do, but I will say frankly, that I am at a loss to know 
at present what will be the result of the adoption of the recommenda- 
tions of the committee. 

The President : 

This resolution came before the Executive Comniittee upon the 
motion of Mr. Nolan, of Chicago, that ihis Association endorse the 
proposition to establish a chair or professorship of life insurance in the 
University of Chicago. Under the rules, that motion was referred to 
the Executive Committee, who have considered the questiob, and who 
have reported back the resolution now before the Association. Would 
the gentleman like to have the resolution again read? 

Mr. Shideler : 
Yes, sir, I would. 

The Secretary again read the resolution already reported. 
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The President: 

The question is upon the adoption of the resolution. Are there any 
further remarks to be made? 

The resolution was adopted and the announcement of the 
vote was received with applause. 

Mr. Oalef: 

Mr. President : — The second resolution reported from the Execu- 
tive Committee is this : 

Heeolved, That the Executive Committee recommend that the thanks 
of the Association be tendered to Col. C. M. Ransom, for his enterprise 
in the publication of the full report of the meeting of this Association 
in Boston last year, in book form, and that for the sake of uniformity 
of these publications we would further recommend that he be requested 
to publish hereafter similiar reports of our annual meetings. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Calef : 

The third resolution frem the Executive Committee is as follows : 

BMolMd, That the Delegates to tlie Convention be instructed' to 
request their respective associations to solicit their members of Congress 
to vote for a bill for the establishment of an insurance bureau for the 
protection of public interests in the District of Columbia. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Oalef: 

I move now to take from the table the report and recommendations 
of the Executive Committee, laid upon the table yesterday. 

The motion was carried. 

The President: 

The repprt and recommendations of the Executive Committee are 
now before the Association. What is your pleasure ? 

Mr. E. A. Spencer, of Buffalo: 

Mr. President: — Before this is presented to the Association, as there 
is undoubtedly a great deal of business to come before us at this session 
this morning, I move that the speeches to be made be limited to five 
minutes each, in order to facilitate the business of the Association. 

The motion was carried. 
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Mr. George P. Haskell, of New York : 

I move that the cODslderation of the report and recommendatioss of 
the Executive Committee be temporarily laid aside, and that instead, we 
now hear the paper to be read by Mr. Charles H. Ferguson, of Chicago. 

The President : 

You mean laid aside until after the reading of the paper? 

Mr. Haskell : 

Until after the reading of the paper. 

The motion was carried. 

The President : 

It is my pleasure now to present tt the Association one of our active 
and able laborws in the field of life insurance, Mr. Charles H. Ferguson, 
of Chicago. (Applause.) 

Mr. Ferguson's paper was as follows : 

THE LIFE AGENT : HIS QUALIFICATIONS AND 
REQUIREMENTS. 

The privilege extended me of being permitted to represent, before the 
National Life Association of the United States, t?i$ Life Agent, is an 
honor that years of personal familiarity with the excellent qualities 
they possess gives me reason to be proud of, though feeling myself inca- 
pable of doing justice to a subject so replete with interest to those of 
our number who have wearily and patiently climbed the life insurance 
ladder. 

In entering upon the second year of its existence, the National Asso- 
ciation has already proven itself a most important auxiliary to the local 
bodies, whose membership it represents, and we hope and feel that this 
will be its position for all time to come, as its power for good is better 
appreciated. 

These annual reunions of themselves offer excellent opportunity for 
an interchange of thought and expression of views as to the best 
methods for carrying on the great work of life insurance, which must 
result in great good, though more far-reaching expression may be given 
to the objects this body has in view by every life agent throughout, the 
United States taliing an active part in the promotion and fostering of 
the local association of which he may be a member. You should bear 
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in mind that the meetiugs of your association, to be interesting, must 
partf&e largely of the social feature ; no disturbing element should be 
permitted to create discord, for upon the success of the local associa- 
tions depends the permanency of this national organization. 

In presenting a few of the qualifications and requirements which, to 
my mind, the life a^ent should possess, honor and fidelity of purpose 
are the first essential requisites to a proper fulfillment of his desire to 
merit the confidence and esteem of the company he may represent and 
the public upon whom he is dependent for a livelihood. 

Tact, in its fullest sense, comes next, which, in substance, is but the 
practical application of that equally valuable requirement known as 
knowledge of human nature, and without which the agent can hardly 
hope to attain his full measure of success. 

This knowledge portrays men to you as they really are, and not as 
they appear to be, thus enabling you to more successfully appeal to the 
better part of their nature, than to their momentary fancies or peculiar- 
ities—a lack of this is sure to result in disappointment to you, through 
the loss of what otherwise might have proven a good case. 

Personal magnetism is a qualification of inestimable worth to the 
life agent, though, I regret to say, it is possessed in its fullest sense by 
•comparatively few, and may very properly be classed as second to no 
other qualification in importance. He who U endowed with this mag- 
netic; power can often follow in the wake of a more thoroughly informed 
figent, and close on the spot most of the subjects which the other had 
really gotten under conviction, but not fully converted — that worst of 
all ai^ency weakness, inability to close. 

Personal appearance has more to do with your success or failure 
than, possibly, you fully appreciate, care in regard to which not only 
often prevents embarrassment, and consequent weakening of the spinal 
column, but secures for you— from the public — that courtesy, and 
gentlemanly treatment which any carelessness of your duty in this 
respect may deprive you of. 

Along the line with tact and a thorough knowledge of human nature 
the qualifications representing persistency play no unimportant part, 
governed, as it should be, by the exercise of good judgment. 

Tlie absolute necessity for your having a thorough knowledge of the 
subject of life insurance, and especially that you be familiar with the 
merits of the company you represent, is, of course, apparent to you. 
You should go still farther; become equally familiar with the strong 
and weak points of competing companies, that you may be able to 
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better guard yourself against the possibility of any misrepresentalions 
of facts, bearing in mind that honor and justice are jewels you cannot 
afford to undervalue in your work. Public distrust in the beneficence 
of life insurance is a natural sequence resulting from employing uny 
disreputable methods to obtain business. 

Losing your case after a fair and honorable presentation of ihe 
merits of your own — as compared with those of another company — is 
of frequent occurrence. Did, it ever occur to you that if you caught 
all the fish, your brother agents might have to spend their time cutting 
off coupons from their government bonds ? 

This would be a condition of things altogether too depressing for 
any life agent to long survive. 

The agent who personally visits a number of men each day, and 
though securing only an occasional application, keeps constantly at 
work— creates for himself the reputation of being a hustler, and as time 
rolls on, gains for himself not only the respect, but the patronage of 
wide-awake business men^ whose own success in life was secured 
through this self-same persistent, earnest effort, and without which 
your success is doubtful. 

The advantage of good nature is a condition which appetite and 
digestion are responsible for. While a good appetite is to be desired, 
you should never carry about in your work a hungry expression of 
countenance, indicating that you must have an application, or you are 
done for in this world. That would be more likely to drive your client 
to some convenient **milk shake" than to the Medical Examiner. 

Expressions of sentiment, sympathy, and other like methods of 
denoting the better part of your nature, are proper and commendable 
in tTieir place, but to the busy man, good substantial facts, earnestly, 
intelligently and tersely presented, injavoj' of the Company you represent, 
will gain for you a degree of success thab cannot be attained in any 
other way. 

Now, a word with the agent who is just starting upon the business 
of life insurance. 

It is possible for you to avoid the rock upon which much good 
agency talent has been wrecked. That is the pernicious practice of 
exacting an advance, or requiring a guarantee until you haw gotten a 
itart in the business. 

I say to you, as one having witnessed every phase of this manhood- 
destroying element that has gotten into our agency system, start right 
by retaining that independence of character, which is of vital im- 
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portance to success in any avocation in life — but especially so to the 
life a^ent — by insisting upon a prompt settlement of commission, 
when earned by you, as the only compensation due under your contract. 
Reserve to yourself the possibility of bettering your condition in life, 
rather than to have to be compelled to face a debt, the incurring 
of which, and yoiir inability to honorably settle, may prove so 
destructive to your peace of mind, as to ultimately blast hopes of suc- 
cess you have fondly cherished. Hope of success is man's incen- 
tive to action. Especially is this true in the case of that noblest Roman 
of them all,-— ^ Ufe agent 

At the conclusion of Mr. Ferguson's paper there was 
prolonged applause. 

The President: 

The subject of Mr. Ferguson's paper is now before the Association 
for consideration or suggestions. 

Mr, James L. Johnson, of Springfield, Mass.: 
Mr. President and Gentlemen:-— It seems to me that among the 
many things for which we have to congratulate each other at this con- 
vention, is the fact that the time has arrived when we can come in the 
presence of each other, representing competing companies, and lay 
down a general platform on the high plane of the one to which we have 
just listened, for practical work. I therefore move, Mr. Chairman, 
that a vote of thanks be tendered to Mr. Ferguson, of Chicago, for the 
able and instructive paper which he has presented to us this morning. 
[Applause.] 

Mr. W. H. Dyer, of Boston, seconded the motion. 

Mr.' E. T. Berkley, of St. Louis, Mo.: 

I move as an amendment to the resolution that we have a number of 
copies of that paper printed and distributed amongst the members of 
this Association. 

The President : 
What number? 

Mr. Berkley : 
Five thousand copies. 

The amendment was agreed to and the motion as 
amended was carried. 
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Mr. Calef: 

Gentlemen: — In the absence of the Secretary, who has temporarily 
stepped out, I wish to request that the chairmen of the respective dele- 
gations will, if agreeable, take the end chairs on the aisle, so that it will 
facilitate business when the chairman of any special delegation rises. 
Otherwise we may be a little in doubt as to whether it is the chairman 
of a delegation who makes a proposition or some one else. That has 
been suggested by quite a number of the members of the Executive 
Committee, and I hope you will see the advisability of carrying it out. 

Mr. Calef then read tte following: 

*'I am requested to state that The Frank H. Leavenworth Publish- 
ing Company, publishers of The Indicator, have arranged to make 
verbatim reports of this meeting, and will furnish the same at a very 
early day, which reports will be authentic and official. I am requested 
by our association " — this comes through Mr. Watkins of the commit- 
tee — "to ask you to make this statement to the Convention. June 18, 
1891." 

All of which you will appreciate the value of, I am sure. (Applause.) 

I would like to ask also that if the gentlemen holding these advance 
sheets of The Indicatob have any corrections to make to the last issue 
which has come out this morning, containing the list of delegates, you 
will make such corrections and send them to the Secretary's desk. 
Some of the names, or some of the initials, may be incorrect, and the 
publishers of The Indicator would be very glad to have them cor- 
rected in the regular issue into which the list goes for general publica- 
tion. 

Mr. George P. Haskell, of New York : 

Mr. President:— I move that we take from the table the report of 
the Executive Committee in regard to the change of constitution. 

The motion was carried. 

The President: 

The matter is before the Association for consideration. 

Mr. Haskell : 

Mr. President : — I move that the consideration of the report of the 
Executive Committee be temporarily suspended for the purpose of 
receiving the report from the committee appointed to report upon the 
revision of the constitution and by-laws. 

The President: 

If there is no objection the chair will consider that the sentiment of 

the Association. (After a pause.) The chair hears no objection. 
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The report was read as follows : 

Your committee appointed to suggest aoy changes that might be 
desirable in the constitution and by-laws of this Association, beg leave 
to submit the following : 

After carefully going over and examining the constitution and 
by-laws, as they exist, they find no change apparently necessary in the 
first or second articles of the constitution. They suggest, however, 
this in place of the third article in the constitution : 

" The Association shall meet annually, each local association bein^ 
entitled to five delegates. A delegate shall be a member of the Associ- 
ation which he represents. The presence of delegates from one-half of 
the Associations composing the Isational Association, shall constitute a 
quorum for the transaction of business at any meeting." 

In place of and in substitution for the fourth article of the constitu- 
tion, your committee submit for your consideration the following : 

ARTICLE rV. — OFFICERS. 

The officers of the Association shall consist of a president, two vice- 
presidents, a secretary, a treasurer, and an executive committee, to 
consist of not more than fifteen members, all of whom shall be elected 
by ballot, to hold office for one year, or until their successors are 
elected, except as to members of the executive committee. At the next 
election one third of the elective portion of said committee shall be 
elected to serve for one year, one third for two years, and one third for 
three years ; and each year thereafter successors shall be appointed to 
fill vacancies, to serve for three years. The president, vice-presidents, 
secretary, treasurer and ex-presidents shall be members ex-offlcio of the 
executive committee, with the right to vote. The secretary of this 
Association shall be secretary of the executive committee. No person 
shall be eligible to office except an active member in the association to 
which he belongs, and which is represented at the annual meeting : 
and except also that he be an agent, manager of agencies, or superin- 
tendent of agencies of a regular, legal reserve, level premium company. 

BTLAW8. 

ARTICLE IV. — DELEGATES AND CREDENTIALS. 

Delegates to this Association shall be selected from the active mem- 
bers of each association, and be either agents, managers of agencies or 
superintendent of agents, of a regular legal reserve, level premium 
company and be accredited by credentials signed by the president and 
secretary of their respective associations upon the official form of this 
Asssociation. 

ARTICLE VI. — ORDER OF BUSINESS. . 

1. Call to order by the president. 

2. Calling of roll. 
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3. President's address. 

4. Reading minutes of previous meeting. 

5. Report of executive committee and recommendations. 

6. Reports of other committees. 

7. Treasurer's report. 

8. Unfinislied business. 

9. Election and installation of officers 

10. New business. 

11. Selection of time and place for next meeting. 

The President : 

What action will you take on the report of the special committee ? 

Mr. Darwin Barnard, of Boston : 

I move that the report be accepted, the committee discharged, and 
the report considered article by article. 
The motion was carried. 

Mr. Frank Block, of St, Louis : 

I would like to suggest to Mr. Barnard, if there be no objection, that 
he leave out of his motion the words "the committee discharged." 
There may be something about this matter that we may want to refer 
back to the committee, and, in order to facilitate matters, it may not be 
well to have the committee finally discharged at this time. I merely 
ofifer that as a suggestion. If we discharge our committee now, why, 
then of course we would have no one to refer anything back to. 

The President : 

Do you move a reconsideration of the vote by which Mr. Barnard's 
motion was carried ? 
Mr. Block : 
I would move it if you wish it in that way. 

Mr. P. A. Kendall, of Cleveland : 

Mb. Pbesidbnt : —I think the matter is in our hands to settle without 
referring it to a committee again. Therefore I call the gentleman to 
order. He is out of order. 

Mr. Block : 

I knew very well that I was out of order. I did not wish to make a 
motion, but merely offered it as a suggestion. 

The President: 

It is certainly in order to move a reconsideration. 
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Mr. Block: 

I thought if it could be done without the circumlocution of a motion, 
it would be well. It seems to be the sense of the Association, that we 
had better adopt the report and so I am content to leave the matter 
as it is. 

Mr. George P. Haskell, of New York : 

1 would suggest that in order to simplify this matter and to satisfy 
our friend, if it is found necessary to refer this report back to the 
committee, that committee may be easily reappointed ; and the niem- 
bers of the committee would like to feel in the discussion of the report 
that they were freed from responsibility and on the same footing with 
other members of this body. 

The President : 

In accordance with the evident desire of the Association, we will first 
consider the proposed change in Article III, which the Secretary will 
read as proposed : 

The Secretary read Article III., as above reported. 

Mr. Henry 0. Lippincott, of Philadelphia : 
I move the adoption of the article as read. 

The President : 

Idi, Lippincott, of Philadelphia, moves the adoption of the change 
in Article III., as read. Under the constitution, a two-thirds vote is 
required to change the constitution. 

Gen. Alexander Harbison, of Hartford, Conn.: 
Mr. President, I would like to make a suggestion. I do not know 
that I am prepared to put it in the form of a motion, but I think in 
connection with the subject of the annual meeting it might be well to 
consider at the present time at what season of the year we should meet, 
and to have it stated in our constitution. We might select the first 
Tuesday in October, or some other season of the year, for our annual 
meeting, so that there should be a fixed time for it. I think we could 
select a better time than this month, and it might be well to consider at 
the present time when the annual meeting should take place. I only 
offer this as a suggestion. I do not want to formally offer an amend- 
ment, but I think it might be well to state when the annual meeting is 
to be held. 
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The President: 

It would hardly be in order now. We have other matters to come 
before us, which have been recommended by the Executive Committee. 
The question is on the motion of Mr. Lippinctott, of Philadelphia, that 
we adopt the amended Article III. of the constitution, as read by the 
Secretary. Are there any other remarks upon the motion? 

Article III, as read, was unanimously adopted : 

The President : 

The Secretary will read the next Article. 

The Secretary read Article IV, relative to officers, as 
above reported. 

The President : 

What action will you take upon the proposed change in Article IV of 
the constitution? 

Mr. D, B. Shideler, of Indianapolis : 

Mr. Pbbbidbnt; — I move to strike out the words ** not more than " 
just before the word ''members." As that recommendation reads, it 
fixes no number at all for the Executive Committee, except that it shall 
not exceed fifteen. Three, or any number less than fifteen would fill the 
bill under this present wording. 

Mr. S. E. Mulford, of Cleveland : 

I move to substitute the words "not less than'' in place of ''not 
more than." 

Mr. Shideler : 

That does not fix the number, either. We might make it twenty -five 
if that suggestion was adopted. 

Mr. Mulford : 

My reason for proposing this amendment is that as it now reads " not 
more than," as has been truly suggested, there might be a smaller num- 
ber than fifteen. If it reads " not less than," we have a provision, 
which is suflaciently comprehensive to permit of any necessary expan- 
sion whenever this National Association, by addition to its membership 
of other associations, shall increase in size. It will probably be very 
proper, at a later date, that our Executive Committee, if we are com- 
posed of a membership of fifty associations, may be larger than fifteen, 
but it should not, in our present membership of some twenty-three 
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associations, be less than fifteen. I therefore offer the amendment 
which I have stated. I wonld move to further amend, by adding after 
the words ''successors shall be elected to fill vacancies, to serve for 
three years." the following words: ''No member shall be eligible to 
immediate re-election to the Executive Committee at the expiration of a 
three-year term." 

Mr. J. D. Sutton, of Kansas City : 

Mr. President, I rise to a point of order. There is already an amend- 
ment before the house. 

The President: 

Will you please state your point of order ? 

Mr. Sutton : 

There is already an amendment before the house, and until that is 
disposed of no other can be acted upon. 

The President: 

The chair would state that in all parliamentary bodies several succes- 
sive amendments can be ofifered, but they must be taken up and acted 
upon seriatim. There is no objection to ofifering the amendment. 

Mr. Sutton: 

But they will have to be acted upon in their order. 

The President: 
Yes, sir. 

Mr. Sutton: 

If another amendment is in order I wish to offer one. 

• The President: 

In a constitutional matter of this kind the chair would hold that any 
member can offer an amendment, and then the amendments offered can 
be taken up seriatim, in the order in which they are proposed. 

Mr. Sutton: 

I wish to offer as an amendment that not more than one member of 
the Executive Committee be from any one particular State. 

The President : 

Will you please reduce your amendment to writing? 



68 



Mr. Sutton : 

I have not a copy of the constitution and consequently I cannot 
frame the amendment precisely, or tell the exact point at which it 
should come in. 

Mr. Shideler: 

I can readily understand how we are going to get mixed up here on 
this question of amendments. It is certain that we cannot intelligently 
vote upon three or four amendments at one time. They may be offered 
and h^ld in reserve, but I see no necessity for offering them all at once. 
I believe the proper thing to do would be to act upon the first amend- 
ment, or, as it now stands, upon the substitute for my amendment. 
When that is disposed of, then some other gentleman can offer another 
amendment or proposition. In that way we can be certain as to what 
we are doing. Why should we offer three or four at a time imtil at 
least some one of them is disposed of? I suggest to my brother in the 
rear (Mr. Sutton) that he withhold his amendment in order that action 
may first be taken upon the substitute for my amendment. And upon 
that question I would like to say a word. 

I objected to the report as it was made for the reason that it pro- 
vided for not more than fifteen members of the Executive Committee. 
The substitute offered for my amendment is that it shall read " not less 
than fifteen." That simply opens the question at the other end so that 
if this should become a law you might proceed at once to the election 
of 40 or 50 or 100 members of that committee. The gentleman seems 
to think that by and by, when the different States are represented, and 
when all the different local organizations are represented, we may need 
a law at that time that will permit of the election of a greater num- 
ber than fifteen. If so, when that time comes, the body that is 
capable of determining the number of members of that Executive 
Committee that we ought to have, can readily, and no doubt will will- 
ingly and intelligently change the law, in accordance with the necessi- 
ties of that time. But for the present, if fifteen is the number that is 
required, let us fix it at fifteen. (Applause.) When twenty-five are 
required, let us change the law to twenty-five. 

Now as to the other amendment in relation to no one being eligible 
to re-election, I am not a one-term man at all. I am a kind of civil ser- 
vice reform fellow. That is, if a man performs his duties well I want to 
continue him in the position that he has so faithfully filled. (Applause.) 
Again the question of intelligent action comes up there as well. If a 
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member of that Executive Committee has performed his duties well, no 
one is better able to determine whether he ought to be re-elected or not 
than this intelligent body. If he has not performed his duties well, no 
one is better able to determine that question than the body itself. So 
why fix a law that would close the door against an able man who had 
performed his duties well, and so make him ineligible to re-election 
upon the committee thus far in advance ? 

The President : 

Mr. Shideler, of Indianapolis, moves to strike out from the report of 
the committee the words "not more than." Mr. Mulford, of Cleve- 
land, moves to amend by substituting the words ** not less than." The 
first question is upon the amendment of Mr. Mulford. 

The amendment was lost. 

The President: 

The question now recurs upon the amendment offered by the gentle- 
man from Indianapolis (Mr. Shideler), to strike out the words "not more 
than," so that it shall read: "A secretary, a treasurer and an executive 
committee of fifteen." Are you ready for the question?" 

Mr. Sutton : 

Is this on the original question now? 

The President : 

This is upon the amendment offered by the gentlemaD from Indian- 
apolis. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Sutton: 

Now, I have another amendment. I wish to add to the words " to 
hold office for one year, or until their successors are elected " the words 
**but not more than one member shall be from any one State." 

Mr. M. E. Cozad, of Cleveland : 

Is another amendment in order at this time? 

The President : 

If it is germane to this point. 

Mr. Cozad: 

I move as an amendment to substitute for the words "from any one 
State "the words "one from each association." 
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Mr. Sutton : 

I will accept that amendment, Mr. President. 

The President : 

If there is no objection, Mr. Sutton having accepted the amendment 
that has been offered, that will be considered as the original amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Sutton: 

Mr. President, upon reflection I withdraw my consent to that. My 
reason is this : In some States there are a great many cities, and in the 
future, if we continue as we are doing now, there will be a large num- 
ber of associations in any one particular State. In fact, every town 
will organize an association, and it may be possible that by the precon- 
certed action of the whole of one State, that State will get a majoritjr of 
the Executive Committee in order to control it. Therefore I wish to 
insist upon my amendment that not more than one member of the 
Executive Committee shall be elected from any one State. 

Mr. Henry P. Goddard, of Baltimore : 
I move instead of that to insert the words ** one representative from 
each company." 

The President : 

Each association ? There is already such an amendment pending. 

Mr. Goddard: 

Each company. 

[The amendment was not seconded.] 

Mr. E. P. Clark, of Eochester: 

I think the position the gentleman (Mr. Sutton) takes in regard to 
this amendment to this resolution is unfair. The organization of these 
associations entitles each association to equal rights with every other 
association. In a given State, if that State is large enough to support 
several organizations, each one has the right of every other, and to 
limit the membership of that committee to one from each State, is, it 
seems to me, unfair in its effect on the others. As an illustration, we 
have in the State of New York two strong associations, one in New 
York City and one in Western New York. The association in Western 
New York has several large cities composing its membership, and it 
seems to me that their rights and interests are just as great, and that 

66 



they are entitled to as much consideration as those of the City of Kew 
York. The representation here is by associations, not by States. The 
association is the individual unit, not the State. (Applause and cries of 
< ' That's right.") The association is the individual. It is not the State 
that that association represents. I claim the individual right of every 
association here. (Applause.) 

Mr. Lawrence A. Spicer, of Chicago : 

I think the gentleman from Western New York (Mr. Clark) has an 
entirely correct view of this subject. Individually, I am opposed to 
the bringing up of this question of State rights. I have very strong 
reasons for opposing it. Some years ago we had a great deal of trouble 
on this question and our friend Kendall here, from Cleveland, and 
Major Amdt on the one side and I and one or two other fellows on the 
other side, had a great deal of trouble about it. I hope we will not put 
our Association in advance in the position of depriving ourselves of the 
magnificent abilities of the gentlemen from Western New York, because 
at the other end of the State of New York there may be another asso- 
ciation having in its membership men of ability. And I hope now that 
this idea of the individuality of the association will be considered. It 
will not hurt us at all because a gentleman happens to be from North- 
ern Illinois, or from Southern Illinois, if his ability is what we need. 
It is the mentality of our individual members that we need in this great 
work of uplifting and upbuilding the tone of our profession. Now, 
gentlemen, let us proceed along that line. (Applause.) It is something 
worthy of thought, and I hope we will not make any blunders here 
which will commit the Association in such a way as to deprive us 
of the magnificent abilities of gentlemen who may live in one part 
of a State because there happen to be others of great ability living in 
the other end of the State. 

The President: 

The chair would state to the Association what the parliamentary 
situation is. Mr. Sutton, of Kansas City moves to amend by inserting 
after the word "elected ** the words "but not more than one member 
shall be from any one State." Mr. Cozad, of Cleveland, moves to 
amend by striking out the word "State" and inserting the word 
"Association." 

Mr. Sutton, of Kansas City : 

Mb. Pbbsident : — One great reason why I offered that amendment 
was the very fact suggested by the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
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Clark). New York is a large State, but New York heretofore has 
failed to remember that there is any other state in the Union. ( Cries of 
** No, no.") That is a fact. Now, the point is right here, that we are 
making a by-law that is for the future, not for the present. My point 
is this— (Cries of " Question, question.") 

The President : 

The question is upon striking out the word "State" and inserting 
the word " Association," on motion of Mr. Cozad, of Cleveland. 

Mr. Frank Eeed, of Philadelphia : 

Mb. Pbesidbnt : — I think we are in danger of making a mistake in 
this direction as serious as the other would be. I do not think we 
ought to confine our membership upon this committee to one member 
from one association. Men are gregarious, and we must have a bell 
sheep just like any other flock. In any event we must have somebody 
to lead us, and if we happen to find better bell sheep in one association 
than in another, let us follow them. Do not let us confine ourselves* to 
any particular association. We are the national body, and we are per- 
fectly competent to select our leaders. If the sense of the national 
body is that we have got better men in New York, Boston, Pittsburgh 
or Philadelphia, in heaven's name let us have them. Do not let us 
undertake to commit ourselves in the beginning. I am sure we have 
enough good sense to consider these questions carefully whenever they 
arise, so that there need be no difficulty at all. 

Mr. Cozad : 

Mb. Pbbsidbnt : — I feel like this, that the honors and compliments 
at the bestowal of this National Association should be just as widely 
distributed as is possible, consistently with the best interests of this 
organization. Now, it is a fact, looking over this body of men, that 
we recognize in every association a man whom we can take as our 
leader, even as our executive officer. Therefore I ob j ect to the proposition 
of my friend from Philadelphia, and I fear that we will make a mistake 
in that direction. It might be possible sometime to engender strife and 
ill-will simply because there would be a disposition to centralize more 
than we should, being a national body, in one location. (Cries of 
** Question, question.") 

The President : 

The question is upon the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
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Cleveland (Mr. Cozad), whioh is to insert after the word "elected," 
" but not more than one member shall be from any one association/' 

The amendment was adopted. 

The President: 

The question now recurs upon the amendment offered by the gentle- 
man from Kansas City (Mr. Sutton), as amended, which will now read, 
after the word "elected," insert the words ''but not more tban one 
member shall be from any one association." 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Mulford, of Cleveland : 

Mr. President, I would like my amendment to the same article called 
up now. It is to insert after the words ** to serve for three years," the 
words " but no member shall be eligible to immediate re-election to the 
Executive Committee after serving a three-year term." 

The amendment was lost. 

Mr. W. J. Fischer, of Omaha, Nebraska : 

I would like to ask some member of the Executive Committee what 
the intention was in inserting the word *' level" before the word 
*' premium " in the sentence which prescribes who shall be eligible to 
office. If I imderstand it correctly, that would exclude the representa- 
tives of such companies as the Provid^t Savings, and I wish to know 
if that was the intention of the committee. 

The President : 

The chair not being upon the nominating committee, has no informa- 
tion upon the subject. 

Mr. Fischer : 

Then, for fear that may be so, in view of the fact that the Detroit 
Association has invited Mr. Sheppard Homans, the President of the 
Provident Savings, to attend this convention, and to be present at our 
banquet, and as it would, I think, debar the managers of that company 
from holding office, I move to strike out the word "level" before the 
word "premium." (Cries of "No, no.") 

A member : 

Then how will it read? 



58 



The Secretary read as follows : 

''Except, also, that he be an agent, manager of agencies, or superin- 
tendent of 'agencies of a regular legal reserve premium company." 

Mr. John K. Stearns, of Chicago : 

Mb. Pbksident:— I would like to here announce the fact that 
Illinois has at last passed an anti-rebate law, which I believe only 
awaits the signature of the governor, and I am happy to say that the 
man who is most responsible for securing this long desired enactment, 
,which is to do for us, we believe, so much in our State to relieve us 
from the evil of rebates, is the agent of the Pr9vident Savings, Mr. 
Hubbard, of Chicago, who is a worthy member of our association » 
and it would be a great surprise to me if this National Association were 
to close the doors to such a- man, representing that company, to any 
position that he might be nominated for here. It may be that some 
local organizations will continue, as some of them I understand have 
been doing, to debar the agents of that institution from membership in 
their respective associations, but I want to say^that Chicago does not 
wish to go back to that narrow, restrictive sort of action. We wish to 
retain in our membership the agent of the Provident Savings; and I am 
happy to hear that there are others who are members of other local 
organizations. We have the same feeling on this matter. Of course, 
we cannot interfere with any local organization that may differ from 
us, but we do believe that we should maintain, here in the national 
organization, the right and privilege to present the name, if it should so 
happen to come to pass, of the agent of the Provident Savings, along 
with the rest of the members of our association, to this body. 

Mr. F. A. Kendall, of Cleveland: 

Mr. Chairman : — I think there is a great deal of time being wasted 
here. As I understand the point that is made against the Provident 
Savings it only applies to their natural premium bond, and that they 
are issuing level premium policies. If I am correctly informed, we are 
not driving out the Provident Savings but only the companies which 
issue natural premium policies, companies without a legal reserve or 
those that have only a nominal reserve. The Provident Savings is 
not excluded at all. It is in with us just as much as any other company. 

Mr. Shideler, of Indianapolis : 

Mr. Presidbnt : — We must have some restrictions to designate the 
difference between a life insurance company and a pass-around-the-hat 
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institution. (Applause.) Now, if there be any question in regard to 
the Provident Savings, I would very much prefer to put in a provision 
excepting that company than simply in order to legislate to let them 
in, omit this other provision if it restricts them. But as the gentleman 
from Cleveland (Mr. Kendall) says, I do not understand that the report 
of the committee would close the door against the Provident Savings. 
(A voice, "That is right.") I know that they sold a level premium 
policy where I failed. (Laughter.) 

The President: 

Will the gentleman give way for a moment to allow the Secretary to 
make an announcement ? 

Secretary Plummer : 

Mr. Phbsidisnt and Gbntlemen : — There has been no positive ob- 
jection made, so far as I understand, to the Provident Savings. I 
would like to state as a member of that committee that in considering 
these changes to be made in the constitution and by-laws, it was with 
the distinct understanaing that nothing was to be done to exclude the 
Provident Savings, but on the contrary that everything was to be done 
that would include the Provident Savings,- by your conmiittee. 
(Applause and cries of "GK)od, good.") 

Mr. Henry C. Lippincott, of Philadelphia : 
Mr. President, I am afraid it is not as easy now as some years ago to 
draw the line between a level premium reserve and what we understand 
as ordinary assessments or collections made after the fact of death. I 
know of at least three companies represented in this body, known as 
level premium companies, now issuing policies which participate very 
largely of the character of the policies originally issued by the Provident 
Savings. The company with which I have the honor to be connected 
issues a policy at a level premium for a stated period. At the end of 
that period the premiums advance to another level and continue for 
that period. After a succeeding period of ten or more years the pre- 
mium is again changed, and it may be very well doubted whether that 
company, which has been in existence a great number of years, is carry- 
ing out fully the idea of level premiums. I think there may be room 
for a very wide difference of opinion about that, and I share the senti- 
ment expressed that we ought to do nothing in the way of legislation 
which should exclude so valuable a factor in life insurance as the Prov- 
ident Savings of New York. (Cries of " Question, question.")' 
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The President : 

The question is upon the motion of Mr. Fischer, of Nebraska, to 
strike out the word "leyel" where it appears in the two paragraphs as 
read. 

The amendment was lost. 

The President: 

Is there any other amendment to be offered to Article IV? 

Mr. Sutton, of Kansas City : 

I move to refer the whole matter back to the Executive Committee. 
[Criesof "No, no."] 

Mr. Shideler, of Indianapolis : 

Is that the last proposition In this article! 

The President : 

Of course that motion would supersede all others, because it would 
remove the whole matter from the Association to the committee. The 
motion to refer back to the committee would take precedence over any 
other pending amendment. 

Mr. Shideler : 

I move the adoption of the article as amended. 

The President : 

The motion of the gentleman from Kansas City (Mr. Sutton) takes 



Mr. Sutton's motion to recommit was lost. 

Mr. Shideler: 

I now move the adoption of the article as amended. 

Gen. Alexander Harbison, of Hartford, Conn.: 
From the reading of that article, I understood one of the expressions 
in it to be that vacancies shall be filled for three years. I do not think 
that is the proper language to use in that connection, because we elect 
some of the members of this committee for two years, and if one of 
those members chosen for two years should die and we should want to 
fill that vacancy, under that reading I think we would have to elect 
him for three years, where the original member was only elected for 
two years. I think the wording ought to be changed, because you can 
not elect a man for three years to fill a vacancy in a two-year term . 
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A Member: 

Make it read : *' For the unexpired tenn." 

The President: 

The Executive Committee has the power to fill yacancies of that 
kind already. The Secretary will now read the article as amended, if 
you desire, so that we can vote intelligently. (After a pause.) Is there 
any member who desires the article to be read as amended? If not, I 
will put it to a vote. All those in favor of amending the constitu- 
tion as read, and as amended by the various amendments, will say aye. 
(The question was put.) 

The motion was carried, more than two-thirds voting in 
the affirmative. 

The Secretary read the proposed change in Article IV of 
the by-laws, relative to delegates and credentials, as above 
reported. 

Mr.' Shideler: 
I move the adoption of the proposed by-law as read. 

The motion was carried. 

The Secretary read the proposed amendment to Article 
VI of the by-laws, as reported above, relative to order of 
business. 

The President: 

The question is on amending Article YI, as reported by the special 
committee. 

Gen. Alex. Harbison, of Hartford, Conn.: , 
I do not understand that there is any provision there as to how our 
constitution shall be amended. 

The President : 

I will state for the Information of the members of the Association 
that Article VII provides that: 

** This constitution and by-laws shall not be amended except at an 
annual meeting, and then only by a two-thirds vote of the associations 
present and voting." 

The amended Article VI, as reported, and above set 

forth, was adopted. 



Mr. Gage, of Detroit : 

Will you indulge me in an announcement at this time ? 

The President : 

If there is no objection, the Association will be glad to hear from 
Mr. Gage. 

Mr. Gage: 

I wish to state to the Association at this time that an invitation has 
been given by the Belle Isle Ferry Association for the transportation of 
the members and delegates to Belle Isle this afternoon, and supplemen-. 
tary to that invitation the park commission of the city officially extend 
to the delegates here present the use of the carriages in the park to give 
them a ride about that beautiful island, which belongs to our city. The 
time for starting will be about half past three, from the dock where the 
boat left yesterday afternoon, arriving at the island about four, or per- 
haps a quarter to four. An hour will be consumed in riding about the 
park. We shall be very glad if the Association is able to accept this 
invitation. I will say still further that the officials of our Museum of 
Art have extended to our association, and to the National Association, 
an invitation to visit that place. We have made no program for any- 
thing of that kind, but it is open to any and all without a general move- 
ment. • 

The President : 

The Association receives these invitations with thanks. 

Mr. Gage : 

The Art Museum will be equally accessible upon our return from 
Belle Isle, if the members have time. We will proceed as we did 
yesterday, according to the local time of the city. 

The President : 

Will the gentleman indulge us for one moment ? Owing to the change 
in Article IV, the chairman of the nominating committee requests me to 
ask the members of that committee to join him in one of the rooms for 
consultation, before they make their report, and the members of the 
nominating committee will please accompany Mr. Hadley, the chair- 
man, to room Q. 

Mr. Shideler: 

In order that there may be a general understanding, I was going to 
move that we accept the invitation to visit Belle Isle. 
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The motion was seconded. 

Mr. Tarbell, of Chicago : 

I move that the Association now take up the report of the committee 
relative to the Bureau of Information. 

The motion was seconded. 

Mr. A. E. Bradley, of Detroit: 

Was not a motion made and seconded that the invitation to visit' 
• Belle Island be accepted ? 

The President: ' 

The chair heard no motion to that effect about that matter, but 
merely a notice of the fact. Mr. Tarbell, of Chicago, moves that we 
now take up the report of the Executive Committee on the Bureau of 
Information. What is the pleasure of the Association ? 

Mr. Charles W. Holden, of Boston : 

Mr. President, I fully appreciate the work that the sub-committee 
have done in regard to this Bureau of Information, but there are several 
suggestions or modifications which are thought to be essential, and the 
report was put in print in order that it might be submiy^d to the Asso- 
ciation. The Executive Committee have held the sub-committee over 
in order that certain modifications might be incorporated ; and I move 
that the subject of the Bureau of Information be referred back to the 
Executive Committee for their further action. 

The motion was carried. 

Mr. Shideler : 

I made a motion that we accept the invitation to visit Belle Isle, and 
it was seconded. The confusion prevented .the chair from presenting 
the motion. 

The President : 

The chair begs the pardon of the Association. The chair did not hear 
the motion. You renew the motion? 

Mr. Shideler : 
Yes, sir. 

The motion was carried. 
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Mr. Calef 

I move that a vote of thanks be returned to Mr. Gage, in behalf of 
the Association, for this courtesy which has been extended to the 
National Association. 

The motion was carried. 

The President : 

The Association will be in order. Mr. Hadley, chairman of the 
nominating committee, will now make his report. 

Mr. George F. Hadley, of New York. 

Mb. Pbbsident and Gentlemen:— The committee appointed yes- 
terday for the purpose^ of making nominations of officers for the ensuing 
year, have tried to carefully attend to this duty, and the report I have 
in my hand is the result that is to be placed before you for your final 
action. 

Mr. Hadley then read the fpllowing list of nominations, 
the reading of each name being received with applause : 

President, Charles H. Raymond, New York City. 

First Vice-president, I. Layton Register, of Philadelphia. 

Second Vice-president, Gten. Alexander Harbison, of Hartford, 
Conn. 

Secretary, E. H. Plummer, of Philadelphia. 

Treasurer, William Ratcliffe, of New York City. 
Members of the Executive Committee : 

C. E. Tillinghast, of Cleveland. 

Joseph Ashbrook, of Philadelphia. 

Henry C. Ayers, of Pittsburgh. 

George P. Haskell, of New York City. 

Charles H. Ferguson, of Chicago. 

W. J. Roddey, of Rock Hill, S. C. 

Ben. S. Calef, of Boston. 
' Gteorge P. Dewey, of Portland, Me. 

Henry P. (loddard, of Baltimore. • 

C. E. Staniels, of Concord, N. H. 

J. W. Iredell, Jr., of Cincinnati. 

J. C. Thomson, of Detroit, Mich. 

J. D. Sutton, of Kansas City. 

B. F. Stahl, of St. Paul, Minn. 

Thonaas P. Morgan, Jr., of Washington, D. C. 
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The Committee have further arranged to recommend the 
members of the Executive Committee in the following 
order : 

For the three year term -.—George P. Haskell, Joseph Ash brook, 
Thomas P. Morgan, Jr., Charles H. Ferguson, J. W. Iredell, Jr. 

For the two year term : — C. E. Tlllinghast, Henry C. Ayers, Ben. S. 
Calef, J. D. Sutton, Qeorge P. Dewey. 

For one year :— H. P. Goddard, B. F. Stahl, W. J. Roddey, C. E. 
Staniels, J. C. Thomson. 

The report of the committee was accepted and the com- 
mittee discharged. 

Mr. Grage B, Tarbell, of Chicago : 

I now move that the Secretary of this Association be requested to 
cast the unanimous vote of every member present for the officers, and 
the members of the executive committee, as they have been recom- 
mended by the committee on nominations. 

The motion was seconded. 

Mr. George P. Haskell : 

While I would like to facilitate business in every way possible, I 
believe .there is a constitutional provision which stands in the way. We 
are required to take a ballot. 

The President : 

This is the motion, that the Secretary cast one ballot for the officers 
named, on behalf of the delegates. 

The motion was unanimously carried. 

The President : 

The Secretary will proceed to perform his duty. 

The Secretary : 

Mr. Presidbnt and Gentlemen :— I beg leave to cast this one ballot 
for the officers named. 

The President: 

By vote of the Association you have unanimously elected these 
gentlemen to the various offices. It is unnecessary to read the names 
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again unless called for by some member of the convention. They are 
elected, and the chair will designate Maj. Calef, of Boston, and Mr. 
Tarbell, of Chicago to escort the President-elect to the chair. 

The committee named escorted President-elect Eaymond 
to the platform. 

President Carpenter : 

Gentlemen of the Association : — I congratulate you upon your 
choice in electing Col. Raymond to preside over your deliberations for 
the coming year, and (turning to the president-elect) I congratulate you 
fiir, upon the high honor conferred upon you. Under your leadership 
we will form a true and loyal body of supporters. As my last ofllcial 
act, gentlemen, I present to you Col. Charles H. Raymond, the presi- 
dent-elect. 

The announcement was greeted with cheers, and a mem- 
ber also proposed three cheers for the retiring President, 
Mr. Carpenter, which were heartily given. 

President Eaymond : 

Gentlemen of the National Association of Life Undeb- 
vtbiters:— It is a very great pleasure to me, and I may be permitted to 
add that it is an easy task, to thank you for the distinction you have 
conferred, through me, upon the State in which I was bom and upon 
the city in which I reside, as well as upon the New York Association 
of Life Underwriters, of which I have the honor to be a member; and, 
I may also be permitted to add, upon the company which in that asso- 
ciation I represent. Giving expression to that pleasure and fulfilling 
what is a most agreeable duty, I do most emphatically thank you, 
gentlemen, for the distinction and honor you have conferred upon me. 
"When I come to express to you my gratitude and appreciation for the 
personal compliment you have paid me in making me your choice for 
the presidency of this Association during the coming year, I assure you 
that I lack all words to express the depth of my feelings and the sincere 
emotion of gratitude with which I accept the ofllce and the dignity, the 
responsibility and the labors connected with it. 

Gentlemen of the Association, it is within my easy recollection when 
it was customary for the men in our profession to interchange with each 
other the idea that life insurance was still in its infancy. Those who were 
then actively engaged in this business, and who still remain surviving, — 
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those who to-day are veterans in the practice of this great calling, — have 
long ceased to speak of life insurance as an infant. Through their fos- 
tering care, through the labor and the attention of the great army of 
men who have grown up in its service and who are devoting the finest 
talents, the greatest abilities and the strongest business capacities known 
in this or any other coimtry to the development of life insurance, it has 
grown to be not only a giant, but the greatest giant in the land. 
(Applause.) Up from our practice in this business has grown the asso- 
ciation of men together in localities for the amelioration of local condi- 
tions. There is no human institution, no matter how great, how 
important or how high in its sphere of action or its intentions, but what 
is beset more or less with the weaknesses that beset all human inten- 
tions, but what has to encounter obstacles such as lie in the way of all 
"human progress. In our own business it has been found that we are 
not exempt, either, from matters which restrain the exercise of our full 
strength in the work we are engaged in, and it has been found that we 
do not fail to meet great obstacles in our onward and upward path. For 
the purpose of better strengthening our work and of removing those 
inconveniences which stand in our way, it has wisely been deemed 
desirable to form the local associations which we here represent. The 
influence of those local associations is already strongly felt. And while 
we may now say of those organizations, as was said twenty-five years 
ago of our business, that life insurance associations are still in their 
infancy, it is only fair to presume, it is only right to prophesy, that in 
far less time than it has taken life insurance itself to attain its present 
. magnitude, the life insurance associations of the United States will in 
themselves be such a giant, such a power in this land that every man 
belonging to them will be recognized as a good factor in the progress of 
our civilization and in the strengthening of our hands as a nation and a 
great commercial people. 

We in our local associations have found one great reason among 
many others, for uniting, and that reason was that in the struggle for 
business, in the keen competition for success for which Americans are 
so celebrated, we continually misunderstood each other's intentions and 
failed to appreciate one another's motives. And, I doubt if there be a 
single man present, or if there be many men whom the present mem- 
bers of this convention represent, who belong to the local associations, 
who cannot most truthfully and fortunately say that the measure of their 
happiness in this world has been vastly increased by their membership in 
their local associations. (Applause.) From avowed personal opponents. 



these associations have made an assembly uf warm personal friends* 
and while it is characteristic of our people to abate no jot nor tittle in 
the earnest and dutiful pursuit of the labors and business intrusted to 
them, yet we find that where distrust, animosity and misunderstanding 
prevailed, there is nowhere on earth to-day so fair a spirit of good 
fellowship existing as in the local associations of the Life Underwriters 
in the United States. (Applause.) 

Now, gentlemen, that was originally, and is continuously, the 
intention which we sepresent here as the delegates to this National 
Association. And when we consider the diversity of interests, the keen 
competition for business, the activity with which each and every man 
here pursues the work that he is detailed to pursue in his business life, 
is it not remarkable when we consider that in our meeting there does not 
present itself one single feature of any one of the differences which so fre- 
quently arise among others, when there is no competition, when there is no 
opposition in the way of business, and a stranger coming and overhear- 
ing our debates and witnessing our proceedings, but for the fact that 
men are sometimes spoken of in their official relations as belonging to 
one company or another, would not know but what the members of this 
Association were a body of men representing one single corporation and 
bound together by common interests ? (Applause.) 

Gentlemen, still to continue for a moment longer in this train of 
thought, when we reflect that as we come here we leave behind us all 
this keenness of competition, this thoroughly, intensely American desire 
for individual success in the hands and in the intentions not only of the 
men who send us here, but of the officers and directors of the com- 
panies whom they represent — when we consider how far above all 
contention, all discussion, all competition of that kind we are in this 
assemblage, I think it is but fair and just to announce and to insist that 
here in the United States of America, so fAi as all business intentions 
are concerned, so far as the objects that we mutually have in view are 
concerned, for the truer development of a better business, that the 
National Association of Life Underwriters occupies the highest plane 
in civilization in America to-day. (Applause.) 

It is said most truly, that water, at its level, cannot rise higher than 
its source; so that it might be questioned why we, the representatives 
of the various associations of Life Underwriters, should feel that not 
we personally, nor we as a body are better men, but that as represent- 
ing their intentions here and faithfully carrying out the objects for 
which we are sent, that we do occupy so high a plane of civiliza- 
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^ion; but it is only fair to say that when one sails over the bosom of the 
great lake which bears the same Dame as this broad, beautiful, rich and 
populous State, he never stops to think of the brooks that flow into the 
streams that make that great body of water, but he thinks of the 
beauty and usefulness of that body of water, both as a beneficent 
representation of ideas of health and also as an avenue of commerce 
and of the development and strength of the states and countries of 
which it forms an integral part. And so this Association has to this 
time distinguished itself, I believe, above all a^ssociations of a business 
character that have ever been known, in the enti^ repudiation of every- 
thing that possibly may be said to resemble individual intentions or 
corporate competitions. And occupying, as we do, that high plane, it 
must and shall be the object of this Association, now and in all its 
future, to maintain it, and to continue to be an example to all the busi- 
ness of all the land. (Applause.) 

But, gentlemen, I will not detain you, as it is late. There are before 
our Association great objects which I have no doubt will be further 
considered, carefully digested, and maturely reported to you through 
your executive committee at the end of this year. It only remains for 
me now, gentlemen, to again express to you my personal feeling of 
gratitude to you. Coming here to meet a body of gentlemen, to the 
most of whom I was an entire stranger, I wish to express my personal 
feeling of gratitude for the words of f riendship'and the acts of kindness 
of which I have been the individual recipient, from almost every one of 
you, and which acts and words have, to my great gratification , crystal- 
lized in conferring upon me the highest honor in the gift of your 
Association, and I assure you, gentlemen, the greatest which I have 
ever received. (Applause.) 

Mr. Kendall, of Cleveland : 

Mr. President :—! wish to interrupt the proceedings at this junc- 
ture and to say a word on behalf of the delegates of the CJeveland 
Association. We who were in Boston last year recognize, as we see the 
increase in the size of the assemblage here, that as time goes on this is 
to become a large body. We are a law abiding class of men. Our 
presiding officer needs no badge of authority. We need no sergeant-at- 
arms to march with his mace through the aisles to keep order, as we 
know has sometimes to be done in the National House of Representa- 
tives. We need employ no mechanic to repair desks and manufacture 
gavels by the bushel in order to make good the damage inflicted by the 
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presiding officer upon the furniture to keep this body in order an 
under military discipline ; but it is proper at all times that the presiding 
officer of this Association have with him the means by which in case too 
many are talking at once — as we are all men of words and love to talk — 
he may draw this assemblage to order ; for the time may come when his 
voice may not be equal to the occasion. Therefore, on behalf of the 
Cleveland delegation I am pleased to present to this Association, for the 
future use of its presiding officer, this gavel which I hold in my hand. 
(Applause.) 

Mr. Kendall then presented the President with a beauti- 
ful ivory gavel. 

The President: 

Gentlemen of the Association : — I cannot put this beautiful instru- 
ment of order to use for the first time in calling you to order to suppress the 
very just and heartfelt applause with which you have greeted its pre- 
sentation. I assume that that applause is itself the sufficient expression 
of your acceptance of the gift and of your thankfulness for it — an 
expression which no words of mine can render stronger. Consequently, 
sir, in the name of the Association, and on behalf of all the gentle- 
men present, I have the honor to thank the Cleveland Association for 
this beautiful gift and yourself for the courtesy which characterized 
the manner of its presentation. 

Mr. D. B. Shideler, of Indianapolis : 

Mr. President : — I noticed by the rules adopted this morning that 
the installation of officers was about the last thing provided for. I was 
looking somewhat for a ceremony similar to those we sometimes give 
to the public in what we call public installations, although I have not 
seen that it is provided. If, sir, the introduction of yourself as the 
newly elected President of this Association by the retiring president, 
constitutes and embodies all of the ceremony of installation to that 
office, it seems to me, without further waste of time or speech, that the 
other officers ought to be at least brought up and introduced. We have 
a Vice-President, a second Vice-President, a Secretary and a Treasurer. 
We ought to see them all at least and have them introduced as sucb, if 
that is the installation. If that does not constitute the installation, I 
think that the retiring president ought to retain the chair until the 
installation of his successor and the other officers. 
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Mr. W. M. Woodruff, of Cleveland : 

Mb. Chairman and Gentlemen: — ^We are trying, through our 
teachers in the public schools, to educate our children as to the physio- 
logical effects of alcoholic stimulants. You know as well as I do 
that intemperance in its effect is one of the greatest curses of this 
country. You know that our losses through the effects of intemper- 
ence are very heavy to our life insurance companies. While we are 
trying to educate our children as to everything that is good, it seems to 
me that there is one thing which has been very generally overlooked, 
and that is the education of our children in relation to life and fire 
Insurance. Ye^ little is said in our text books as to the nature of these 
things. You know that Prof. Drummond has said that the greatest 
thing in this world is love — love to God, love to our fellowmen — 
and it has also been said by one of our life insurance fraternity, and 
I think you all recognize the fact, that the next thing to love of God and 
man is life insurance, the providing of something for those that are 
dependent upon us—a purely unselfish motive. I will not take your 
time with further remarks in support of what I have said, but I beg to 
offer to the Executive Committee the following resolution: 

Bssohed, That a committee of five be appointed to correspond with 
the various leading educational institutions for the purpose of ascertain- , 
ing to what extent they now teach life insurance, and to prevail upon 
them to make it a common branch of study, the expenses of the corre- 
spondence to be borne by the national treasury. 

I should have said before offering the resolution that the idea is to 
introduce into our text-books something of the theory and practice of 
life insurance, something as to the benefits which it has conferred upon 
humanity, as we know it confers the greatest benefits of any institution 
in the world. 

Mr. Lawrence A. Spicer, of Chicago : 

I move that the Vice-Presidents and the other officers elected be 
escorted to the platform, that we may get a view of their lovely faces. 
(Laughter.) 

The President : 

As the first arbitrary exercise of power, which I presume is one of 
the highest prerogatives of a presiding officer, I shall assume that that 
. motion is put and carried, and I will appoint the chairman of the nomi- 
nating committee (Mr. Hadley) and Mr. Spicer to escort the two Vice- 
Presidents to the chair and to introduce them by name. 
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The Vice-Presidents, Mr. Register and Gen. Harbison, 
and Mr. RatcliflEe the treasurer, were escorted to the 
platform. 

The President : 

Gtentlemen, it gives me yery great pleasure to introduce the two Vice- 
Presidents and the Treasurer, Mr. Ratclifte. The Secretary has just 
slipped away so as not to give us an epportunity. €kntlemen, I now 
leave these newly-elected officers to your tender mercies. (Laughter.) 

Vice-President Register : 

Mb. Pbbbidekt and Gbntlembn :— I esteem it a great pleasure and 
regard it as a duty to serve this National Association in any way that 
you call upon me. I shall not inflict upon you a speech at this time, 
but simply thank you for the honor conferred. (Applause.) 

Vice-President Harbison: 

Mb. Pbbbidbnt and Gbntlbmen of the Convention: — There was 
a committee of twenty-three appointed, and it was not at all necessary 
to introduce me here to those twenty-three. They had already heard 
from me. I suppose about the only reason why they appointed me a 
vice-president, was that I might occupy a position where I would be 
suppressed. Mr. President, I am a new man, almost inexperienced in life 
insurance, but I assure you, gentlemen, that if it should become my duty 
to preside over your deliberations, I shall do it to the best of my ability, 
imbiased by any desire other than that justice, good order and good 
management shall prevail in this organization. (Applause.) And if 
there is anything the little State of Connecticut, with her wooden 
nutmegs can do, if there is anything in the State of Connecticut that we 
feel especially honored by, it is the name that Connecticut holds and 
maintains in the insurance field of this country. Our organization, 
while one of the youngest, is one that I hope will come forward with a 
full delegation, with its shoulder ready to push every good measure to 
success. Gentlemen, it shall be my duty to serve you to the best of my 
ability. The honor was unsought and undesired ; as I stated t6 the 
committee, I wanted no office. Connecticut did not even ask a place 
on the Executive Committee. ( A voice. '* It got one, though.") But, 
gentlemen, I shall, as I said, try to do my duty, and it gives me great 
pleasure to have come from the Land of Steady Habits, to see such a 
delegation of steady, earnest, straightforward men, in whose faces are 
depicted honesty and integrity ; and on that basis we can go forward 
and conquer. (Applause.) 
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There were calls for Mr. William Ratcliffe, the treasurer. 
He replied as follows : 

Mb. Pbbsident akd Gentlbicbh : — It is of coune very gratifying 
to me to find that my arduous duties of last year have been appreciated 
in this handsome manner. The best speech that I could make to jou, 
was made in my name yesterday, in showing the bank balance to be 
more than half of what we took in last year. (Applause.) I think 
that my duties are more of a private nature than of speech-making. I 
thank you yery heartfly for your kindness. 

The Se<?retary, Mr. E. H. Plummer, was called for. He 
responded as follows : 

Mb. Pbesidbnt and Gentlbmen:— It gives me great pleasure, I 
assure you, to be here and to join in the pleasantries of this occasion. 
For the honor and the distinction which you have given me I am deeply 
indebted, for I look upon it at this time as being a renewal of the 
confidence that you at first reposed in me. If we contrast the 
condition of the agency work in life insurance of a 'few 
years ago with what it is to-day, we can truthfully say that 
''Old things have passed away and all things have become 
new." We were then engaged in a species of competition as unwhole- 
some as it was severe. But to my mind, gentlemen, nothing less than a 
revolution has taken place. There was discord and disorder every- 
where, 'and a lack of friendship and good Reeling that made us all 
strangers to each other. As a consequence the business suffered and 
we were of no benefit to each other. But happily, through organized 
effort, a great and healthful change has been wrought, the good that, 
there is in mankind has been brought out, developed and encouraged, 
and we see before us and around us a state of things that fills our eye& 
with wonder and our hearts with pride. [Applause.] We see the life 
agents of to-day closely and intimately associated together, striving 
after and recognizing that which is right, and bravely and conspien- 
tiously working to maintain it. The old differences which characterized 
the past have largely ceased to exist, and we find the life agents of to-day 
standing shoulder to shoulder in a common cause and in a common 
faith, fighting for each other instead of against. [Applause.] As a 
consequence the business is uplifted and prosperous, a greater confidence 
prevails, and we respect ourselves and each other, and the man and 
the business are alike dignified. [Applause.] Gentlemen, these are a 
few of the present results, and our work has just commenced. We 
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hope through the National Association to so cement the sections in 
which we do business, that whatever is done that is fruitful of good to 
one section will be fruitful fo all, [Applause.] And likewise, if 
anything should be done that is injurious to one section, that injury 
will be felt by all and denounced by all. [Cries of *'good, good."] 
Since the formation of these associations there has been a strong moral 
sentiment established in favor of life insurance. And this is our pur- 
pose, by united and associated effort to bring to the business the best 
qualities of a conscientious, fearless and honest manhood, that the 
whole structure may be uplifted and we be uplifted with it. [Applause.] 

Mr. Thomas D. Kimball, of St. Louis : 

Mb. Prbsidekt: — There is one gentleman present who has labored 
hard for the interests of this Association, and to whom we feel under 
great obligations. He has just been elected to an important office, and 
I am sure we would all like to hear from the first member of the 
Executive Committee, Mr. Tillinghast. 

The President : 

It gives me very great pleasure to present Mr. Tillinghast. 

Mr. C. E. Tillinghast : 

Mr. President: — I was not here when the officers were elected, and 
the first question I wished to determine was whether the resolution 
appointing the officers designated distinctly who was the chairman of 
the Executive Committee. I suppose that while by usage the first 
name may be considered by common consent to be that of the chairman, 
if so understood, yet, at the same time, a form of election must be gone 
through with. Hence, it is possible that in presenting me here you are 
a little previous. However that pay turn out, I pledge you under any 
and all circumstances to give you myjbest efforts, and that I will labor 
to the best of my ability for the upbuilding of the National Life Asso- 
ciation cause, the local association cause, and the general cause of life 
insurance anywhere and everywhere. (Applause.) I hope and expect 
to see the day when the man who can secure a license to represent any 
reputable life assurance society will have a passport to every home and 
every man's confidence. (Applause.) 

There is very much I would like to say, but I will not detain you, 
"What has been said represents my sentiments. I thank you, gentlemen, 
that you have even had the confidence in me to re-elect me to represent 
you in the Executive Committee. Should it prove that I am Chairman, 
as I said, you shall have my best effort. (Applause.) ,- 
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Mr. John K. Stearns, of Chicago : 
^ Mr. Prkstdbnt : — I am sure that we shall all be glad to hear from 
Ben. Calef. As Chauman of the Executive Committee he has acquitted 
himself nobly, and by his influenoe upon our proceedings he has held us 
well in, and contributed much to the success of this meeting. 

The President (to Mr. Calef) : 

Your name is called and you are desired to give an account of your- 
self. (Applause.) 

Mr. Calef: 

Mb. PBEsroENT AND Gbntlemkn : — I thank you for the call, and if 
I could draw one or two cards I think possibly I might go on a little 
further with the game. (Laughter.) But I think we have been 
detained here long enough. The work of the past you have. But for 
myself, and the committee which I have had the honor to represent, I 
can only say we have tried to give you our best work ; and as you have 
kindly elected me to a place on the Executive Committee for another 
term, I can only promise to do my best for you and for the Association, 
and all the associations with which I may be connected. I will not 
detain you, for I know that there is a great deal of work to be done, 
and I think no one knows it better than myself. I am sure I will be 
very happy to shift part of it on to the shoulders of somebody else. I 
can only say that I thank you from my heart of hearts, and any of you 
who have anything you wish advanced, if you will enclose a stamp you 
will hear something to your advantage later. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Steams: 

I am sure that the members of this Convention will rejoice to hear 
from California. We came very near having delegates here from organ- 
izations there. It was prophesied at Boston that these organizations 
would extend to the Pacific coast, and I am happy to say to you that 
there are already two associations in California and that the members 
of those associations are well aroused now and that had there been time 
for them there would have been delegates to this Convention from San 
Francisco and from Los Angeles. And having myself recently met 
these gentlemen, and it being understood that they would not be able 
to send delegates here, I was assigned by these gentlemen to extend a 
cordial and hearty greeting from California, with the promise that 
another year they would, if received into this organization, as they 
expected, be represented by delegates in the next convention 
(Applause.) 
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Mr. Lambert, of Philadelphia : 

Mr. Chairman: — ^I move that we proceed to the next order, which 
I now understand to be new business. 
The motion was carried. 

Mr. Haskell, of New York : 

Would not the next order of business be the selection of time and 
place for the next meeting of the Association? 

The President: 

I beg the gentleman's pardon. The next order of business is new 
business which may be presented before the Association. 

Mr. Woodruff, of Cleveland :, 

Mr. Chairman :— I wish to offer the following: 

Besolved, ''As a token and expression of our gratitude and good 
feeling for the abundant hospitality and kindness which have been 
so bountifully bestowed upon the members of this Convention, that 
a vote of thanks is hereby tendered to the Michigan Life Insurance 
Agents' Association of Detroit." 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Shideler, of Indianapolis : 

Mr. Presidbnt : — By request of the Detroit local association I desire 
to present the following resolution, and to ask you to give it considera- 
tion, as it is thought to be of more importance, perhaps, than you may 
imagine at first glance : 

*' Besolved, That the report of our proceedings as taken by Mr. Fred 
Irland, be adopted as the official report of this meeting, and that here- 
after the Secretary of the National Association be instructed to employ 
a stenographer who shall furnish on application a report to all the 
insurance journals of the United States." 

The proceedings of this Convention are taken by a stenographer of 
high standing, and of course the report is paid for by the journal 
(The Indicator) employing this stenographer. Hereafter, however, in 
justice to all magazines of every description, at least insurance maga- 
zines, there is no reason why they should not all stand upon one 
common level in the right and the ability to publish the proceedings of 
our annual sessions fully and completely. And there is no way to 
accomplish that better than for this society itself to furnish its own 
stenographer, pay for the report, and then give each insurance journal 
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throughout the land the opportunity of publishing the full proceedings 
upon application for a copy thereof. 

I offer this resolution and hope it will be adopted. 

The President : 

Gentlemen, you hear the resolution. What is your will in regard 
to it? 

The resolution was supported by Mr. Sutton, of Kansas 
City, and was then unanimously adopted. 

Mr. Kendall, of Cleveland: 

Mb. Prbsidbnt : — A resolution has been presented here by a mem- 
ber of the Cleveland delegation (Mr. Woodruff) which in the confusion 
following the presentation has been lost sight of. 1 desire to say ju8t a 
word. As you gentlemen who visited Cleveland on your way here rode 
out Euclid Avenue, you saw some large stone buildings upon the right, 
Adelbert College. The president of that institution told me 
that whenever he talked political economy he had at least six lectures 
upon life insurance addressed to every senior class going through 
that college. As to this preliminary training that we have been 
talking about, it should not be confined to senior classes in college. 
My coadjutor here, my colleague Mr. Woodruff, has presented a 
resolution calling for the sentiment of this convention, to have that 
subject carried into institutions of what we call the second class — the 
preparatory institutions, and to have these views embodied in the text 
books if possible. Therefore, I would like to have that resolution 
taken up and acted upon, as I consider it a step in the direction of 
educating the people up to our business ; and that resolution may result 
in more good and more profit to the future of life insurance than any 
other work we may undertake. 

The President : 

The resolution offered by Mr. Woodruff, is to this effect : 
Besolwd, That a committee of five be appointed to correspond with 
the various leading educational institutions for the purpose of ascer- 
taining to what extent they now teach life insurance and to prevail 
upon them to make it a common branch of study ; the expenses of the 
correspondence to be borne by the National Association treasury. 

It was moved that the resolution be adopted. 

Mr. Haskell : 

I move that the resolution be referred to the Executive Committee, 
with the power to appoint the committee named. 
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The President : 

Does the gentleman move that as an amendment to the motion of 
the gentleman from Cleveland (Mr. Woodruff) to adopt the resolution? 

Mr. Woodruff: 
I will accept the amendment. 

The resolution was referred to the Executive Committee, 
with power to appoint the committee named. 

Mr. Shideler: . 

Mb. Pbesident:— a paper that was read on yesterday, and also one 
read this morning, were ordered to be printed, 5,000 copies of each. I 
want to know what is to be done with those copies when printed? I 
suppose they afe of no value unless sent out and officially distributed. 
I therefore move that when printed they be equaUy distributed to the 
various associations and sent by the Secretary of this Association to the 
secretaries of the local associations for distribution. 

The motion was carried. 

The President : 

The Secretary will act in accordance with the instructions just 
adopted. Is there anything further in the way of new business to pre- 
sent this morning ? If not, the eleventh order of business is the selec- 
tion of time and place for the next annual meeting of the Association. 
What ii^ your will in regard to this matter ? 

Mr. John K. Stearns, of Chicago : 

I move that the place for the meeting next year be the City of New 
York, and that the time be the same, corresponding with the dates of 
holding the Convention in this city and in Boston. 

Mr. Haskell, of New York : 

As amendatory to the proposition I may say in behalf of the New 
York delegation and in behalf of the New York Association, that that 
association took action in this matter and directed that its delegates 
here should urge the importance of having the next meeting of this 
National Association in New York, and requested every delegate to use 
all proper means to accomplish that end, deeming it to be for the best 
' interests of the Association at large. In asking that they also took 
action which was designed to be a guide to us or to their representatives 
here in suggesting a change of the time. We all know that June is one 
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of the most productiye months of the year. It is, next to December 
perhaps the most productive month in our business. It is the time 
when a very large percentage of our best brokers can ill afford to take 
time for even so important a matter as this. If I may be allowed I 
would extend to this Association on the part of New York their invita- 
tion to be our guests, to permit us to entertain them in 1892; and if we 
may be allowed to suggest as to time, we would name the third 
Wednesday in September, 1892. 

The President : 

The chair understands the proposition of the gentleman to be 
intended as an amendment to the motion made by the gentleman from 
Chicago (Mr. Steams.) Gentlemen, you hear the motion as made, that 
the next meeting of this Association shall be in the City %t New York, 
and the amendment as to the time that it shall be on the third Wednes- 
day in September. 1892. 

The motion as amended was carried. 

Mr. Haskell moved to reconsider the vote whereby the 
resolution was adopted making the report to be published 
in The Indicator the official report of this meeting. 

After some discussion Mr. G. A. Watkins, of Detroit, 
moved to lay the motion of Mr. Haskell, to reconsider, on 
the table. 

The motion to lay the motion to reconsider on the table 
was carried. 

Mr. Calef: 

I desire to make this motion, that the little discussion which has gone 
on in reference to the newspaper business here be omitted from the 
official reports of this meeting. 

The motion was carried. 

Mr. Lambert, of Philadelphia : 

Mr. Pbbsedbnt i—It seems to me eminently proper that at this, the 
second meeting of our Association, some recognition be made of the 
services of one to whom the Association is largely indebted for its suc- 
cessful existence. We have very properly re-elected to several of the 
offices gentlemen who so ably conducted the business of the Association 
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in their various offices to our entire satisfaction, but in the nature; of 
things our first President has passed out from our official service. It 
seems to me that this is an appropriate time and that it would be a 
proper act for us to express our gratitude for the services rendered by 
the Hon. George N. Carpenter, our first President. (Applause.) The 
initial year of any association is its critical year. It is especially so in 
an Association like our own, experimental in its nature. The success of 
the experiment depends upon the wise conduct of the experimenter. 
With great prudence, with wise deliberation, our first President was 
chosen. The result was such' as to fully prove the wisdom of the 
choice,* and while J do not believe as a general principle it is proper for 
any bodyJ;o thank its officers for simply doing their duty, the situation 
here, which is so exceptional, from the fact that it was the first year in 
the history of the Association, makes it eminently proper that we 
should give expression to our thanks for the wise and able administra- 
tion of our first President. I therefore move that the Secretary be 
directed to communicate to Hon. George N. . Carpenter, of Boston, the 
thanks and gratitude of this Association for the wise and impartial 
manner in which he administered the duties of his office. 

The motion was unanimously carried. 

The President announced that the Executive Committee 
would hold a meeting at five o'clock, in committee room C. 

The Secretary read the following communication : 

T. D. Kimball, Esq., 

President St. Louis Association of Life Underwriters. 
DearSir: — The National Convention of Insurance Commissioners 
of the United States will hold its next session in St. Louis in September. 
As you are aware, this is the association of the officers in charge of the 
insurance departments of the several states, with the object of an annual 
meeting for consultation upon the general aspect of insurance towards 
the people and to suggest or devise rules for uniformity in supervision 
as well as uniformity in the laws regulating the business. The success 
of the business of life insurance rests to a considerable extent upon the 
active and wise co-operation of the companies' agents with their officers, 
and this wise and active co-operation will be prompted or hindered as 
the laws which ^ffect the field work are liberal or restrictive. To what 
extent in either direction the statutes of different states go in affecting 
the agents is doubtless a matter to which the representatives of all 
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compaDies have given more or less attentioD, and upon which many of 
these gentlemen have decided opinions. To you and your associate 
"delegates from St. Louis, to the National Convention. in Detroit, I suggest 
the consideration of the question whether or not it may be of advantage 
to the general body of life insurance agents to send to the National 
Convention of state supervising officers, a committee of representative 
men, or through such a committee a memorial to that body, setting out 
the opinions which your National Convention may express upon any 
matter which may affect the general results of the life agents, and 
which may be within the scope of the deliberations of the St. Louis 
Assembly. Without the advice and consent of the Executive Committee 
I have no power as president of the National Insurance Convention to 
•do more than say that if your body adopts the suggestion and by 
personal presence or memorial asks to be heard at the meeting in St. 
Louis this fall, I shall take great pleasure in making the effort to 
secure such a hearing and careful consideration of all matters so 
presented. 

Very respectfully, 

C. P. ELLERBE, President. 

On motion of Mr. Barnard, of Boston, the communication 
was referred to the Executive Committee with full power to 
act. 

Mr. Lambert moved that the thanks of the Association 
be tendered to the representatives of the Detroit press and 
to the representatives of the insurance press for their enter- 
prise in properly reporting the proceedings of this Conven- 
tion. 

Mr. C. M. Eansom : 

I desire to second the motion, and in doing so I desire to state, with 
all due respect to everybody, that no better friends and no stronger 
allies of Life Underwriters' Associations' or of life insurance workers, 
from officials down to solicitors, exist than are found in the insurance 
press of this country, and I trust this vote will pass and will pass with 
enthusiasm; but I believe that every man who is engaged in the work 
of insurance in any branch owes to the insurance press a debt of grati- 
tude that he never can pay in dollars and cents. 

The motion was adopted. 

The Convention then adjourned. 
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. Immediately after the Convention adjourned the newly 
elected Executive Committee held a meeting, at which Mr. 
<3. E, Tillinghast of Cleveland, Ohio, General Manager of 
the Equitable Life, was elected chairman. It was arranged 
to hold an Executive Committee meeting some time in 
October, the date to be fixed by the chairman. 

TEIP TO BELLE ISLE, 
Detroit's beautiful island park. 

Thursday afternoon, after adjournment and dinner, many 
of the delegates and their friends availed themselves of the 
•courtesy of the Detroit & Belle Isle Ferry Company and 
the Park Commissioners for a trip to Detroit's beautiful 
island park. Arriving at the island the party were photo- 
graphed in front of the Casino, taken in the park wagons in 
waiting and driven around this unique public park, 
returning to the city again by boat in good season for the 
evening's festivities. 



THE BANQUET AT HOTEL CADILLAC. 

As a very fitting termination of a memorable gathering, 
the banquet tendered the National Association of Life 
Underwriters, by the Michigan Life Insurance Agents 
Association, was a notable affair. The guests began to 
assemble in the hotel corridors as early as 7:30 P. M., and 
at 8:30 the doors were thrown open and the line of march 
taken for the dining-hall in the following order : 1, Presi- 
dent W. T. Gage ; 2, speakers of the evening ; 3, visiting 
delegates, arranged by States; 4, members of the press, 
marshaled by M. Early ; 5, invited guests. Marching in to 
the enlivening strains of a march by Farmer's Orchestra, 
each man was speedily in the place assigned him, without 
confusion, and as soon as the assemblage had become quiet, 
an invocation was asked by Rev. Marcus A. Brownson, as 
follows : 

O, Thou who art the giver of every good and perfect gift, we look 
to Thee for Thy blessing now as we shall partake of these tokens of Thy 
loving kindness; let Thy spirit come upon us. May we be grateful for 
all the blessings of life. May we be ever ready to acknowledge Thee 
our Father and our God, Bless us in the enjoyments of this evening 
and in all our social intercourse, and ever look upon us with Thy 
favor. We ask it in the name of our Divine Redeemer. Amen. 

Tastily gotten up menu cards were at each plate, upon 
which were printed the following : 
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THE SECOND ANNUAL 
BANQUET 

TO THE 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF LIFE UNDERWRITERS, 

GIVEN BY THE 

Michigan Life Insurance Agents' Ass'n, 

At HOTEL Cadillac, June 18th, 1891. 



MICHIGAN LIFE INSURANCE AGENTS' ASSOCIATION. 

OFFICERS, 1890-91. 

William T. Gage, President. 

Vke-Presidenis : G. A. Watkins, M. I. Whitman. 

Wm. H. Bukr, Secretary. 

J. H. Robinson, Trectsurer. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: 

Thomas Ferguson, Chairman. 
G. A. Watkins, J. T. Patton, 

D. A. Piebson, M. I. Whitman. 
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MENU. 



LITTLE NECK CLAMS. 

CREAM OF CHICKED, A la Rbinb Hobtbnse. 

BROILED NORTH RIVER SHAD, a la Maitrb d*Hotbl. 

DRESSED CUOUUBERS. POTATOES, PARISIENNK. 

TENDERLOIN OF BEEF, LARDED, A la Richelieu. 
POTATO croquettes. asparaous hollandaisx^ 

SWBET-BREADS, GLACE, A LA Normandb. 



sliced tomatoes. 



GREEN PEASE. 



PUNCH, AU MARASCHINO. 
ROAST GOLDEN PLOVER ON TOAST. 

FRESH LOBSTER SALAD. 

STRAWBERRIES AND CREAM. 

NEAPOLITAN ICE-CREAM. ASSORTED CAKE. 

CHARLOTTE-RUSSE. 

BANANAS. CALIFORNIA CHEI^IES. ORANGESL 

CONFECTIONS. 

ROQUEFORT CHEESE. CRACKERS. 

COFFEE. 




The banquet was probably the largest ever given in a 
Detroit hotel — plates being laid for about 250. The follow- 
ing persons sat down to the well-spread tables : 

From without the insurance profession : 

Edward P. Allen, M. C, Ypsilanti, Mich.; Rev. James M. Barkley,. 
Detroit; Charles F. Beck, superintendent The Bradstreet Company, 
Detroit; Rev. Marcus A. Brownson, Detroit; C. Buncher, Detroit;. 
Alfred Bunclark, Detroit; Lou Burt, Detroit; Dr. Albert E. Carrier,. 
Detroit; H. C. Chappel, of the C, H. & D. R'y, Indianapolis, Ind.; J. 
Logan Chipman, M. C. 1st Dist. Mich., Detroit; W. L. Davies, Pres't 
Acme W, L. & C. Wks., Detroit; Rev. Lewis P. Davis, D.D., Detroit; 
Rev, Wm. Dawe, D.D.. Detroit; Julian G. Dickinson, attorney, Detroit; 
Frederick Dunn, Lansing; J. C. S. Fellows, Detroit; A. J. Flitcraft, 
author and publisher. Oak Park, 111.; Elisha A. Eraser, attorney, 
Detroit; Adolph Preund, of Freund Bros., merchants, Detroit; Chan- 
ning T. Gage, Michigan Agency, Heisler Elec. Lt. Co., Detroit; Wm. 
A. Gavett, General Agent D., L. & N. and Chi. & West. Mich. R'ys,. 
Detroit; F. B. Harper, cashier City Savings Bank, Detroit; Rev. M. C. 
Hawks, Detroit; Jno. B. Howarth, Detroit; Albert P. Jacobs, attorney;, 
Detroit; A. E. Meigs, resident manager Western Newspaper Union, 
Detroit; Thos. Neal, Secretary Acme W. L. & C. Wks., Detroit; Fred 
O. Paige, Detroit; F. C. Pingree, Detroit; V. W. Richardson, reporter,. 
Detroit; Geo. W. Robinson, Detroit; Alfred Russell, Detroit; Rev. R. 
T. Savin, Detroit; Chas. Shaw, Detroit; F. B. Smith, Detroit; Herbert 
M. Snow, Detroit; L. H. Trowbridge, editor and proprietor Christian 
Herald, Detroit; Edward Van Fleet, of the Detroit Tribune and Nem 
York Spectator, Detroit. 

By Companies: 

^TNA Ldtb.— H. B. Meigs, Manager 8. E. Dept., Baltimore, Md.; 
Chas. S. Parker, Manager, Concord, N. H.; D. A. Pierson, Manager,, 
Detroit. 

Berkshire Life. — A. F. R. Arndt, Assistant General Agent, 
Detroit; W. H. Dyer, Supt. of Agencies, Boston, Mass.; M. Early, 
General Agent, Detroit; E. H. Plummer, General Agent, Philadelphia, 
Pa.; B. F. Smith, Special Agent, Bay City, Mich. 

Brooklyn Life.— George F. Hadley, Superintendent Agency Dept., 
New York City, N. Y. 
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Connecticut General Life.— €^eo. H. Smalley, Qeneral Agent, 
Burlington, Vt./ 

Connecticut Mutual Life. —Alfred T. Richards, Qeneral Agent, 
Hartford, Conn.; Chas. P. Russell, Special Agent, Detroit; S. S. Simp- 
son, General Agent, Kansas City, Mo.; C. E. Staniels. Dist. Supt. of 
Agencies, Concord, N. H.; Jno. K. Stearns, General Agent, Chicago, 
111. ; Jas. A. Wellman, General Agent, Burlington, Vt. 

Covenant Mutual Life. — E, Wilkerson, President, St. Louis, Mo. 

Equitable Life.— Arthur B. Abernethy, Manager Metropolitan 
Dist. N. Y. City, N. Y. ; Geo. A. Beaton, Manager for Central Ohio, 
Mt. Vernon, O.; A. P. T. Beniteau, Agent, Detroit; A. F. Campbell, 
Special Agent, Cleveland, O.; John Heffron, Special Agent, Detroit; C. 
M. Howell, General Agent, Detroit; Jas. B. Niver, (General Agent, 
Boston, Mass.; I. Layton Register, Financial Agent, Philadelphia, Pa.; 
W. J. Roddey, General Agent for North and South Carolina, Rock Hill, 
8. C; D. B. Shideler, Man., Indianapolis, Ind.; Jno. W. Smith, Special 
Agent, Romeo, Mich. ; J. H. Snow, Cashier, Cleveland, O. ; E. A. Spen- 
cer, General Agent, Buffalo, N. Y. ; Gage E. Tarbell, Resident Secre- 
tary, Chicago, 111.; C. E. Tillinghast, General Manager. Cleveland, O.; 
E. M. Tillinghast, General Agent, Toledo, O.; E. R. Tillinghast, Assis- 
tant General Manager for Ohio, Cleveland, 0,; Henry L. Trafford, 
General Agent, Providence, R. I.; Wm. H. S. Whitcomb, General 
Agent New Hampshire, Vermont and Northern New York, Bur- 
tington, Vt.; L. D. Wilkes, Manager for Minnesota, St. Paul, Minn. 

Home Life.— H. Haskell, State Agent, Detroit. 

John Hancock Mutual Life.— Henry T. Culver, Supt. of Agen- 
cies, Boston, Mass.; J. T. Farrell, M.D., Providence, R. I.; J. K. 
Voshell, Supt. for Rhode Island, Providence, R. I. 

Massachusetts Mutual Life.— B. K. Adams, Special Agent, 
Detroit; Isaac S. Borley, General Agent, St. Albans, Vt.; Geo. N. 
Carpenter, Manager, Boston, Mass.; Jas. L. Johnson, General Agent, 
Springfield, Mass.; Chas. W. Pickell, Manager for Michigan and Wis- 
consin, Detroit ; E. L. Pickell, Special Agent, Detroit ; f John D. 
Scrimger, Special Agent, Detroit ; J. Putnam Stevens, General Agent, 
Portland, Me. ; J. C. Thomson, Manager for Michigan and Wisconsin 
Detroit; W. F. Winship, General Agent, Albany, N. Y. 

Manhattan Life.— F. 0. GuUifer, State Agent, Detroit ; D. G. 
Morse, Agent, Buffalo, N. Y.; W. N. Sattley, Manager, Chicago, 111.; 
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Wm. M. Woodruff, Manager, Cleveland, Ohio ; R. P. Woods, Manager, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

MicmaAN Mutual Life.— J. P. Dawson, Cashier, Detroit ; J. W. 
Dusenbury, Director and Special Agent, Columbus, Ohio ; Jacob 
Frankel, State Agent, Indianapolis, Ind. ; H. F. Frede, Assistant Secre- 
tary, Detroit ; M. Hickey, Agent, Detroit ; John Lokie, Special Agent, 
Detroit; Henry F. Lyster M. D., Medical Director, Detroit ; Chas. F. 
Marskey, General Agent, Saginaw, E . 8., Mich.; W. H. McManus, 
Special Agent, Detroit ; Samuel R. Mumford, Vice-President, Detroit ; 
J. H. Robinson, General Agent, Detroit ; G. W. Sanders, Actuary, 
Detroit. 

Mutual Benefit Life.— Henry P. (Joddard, General Agent, Balti- 
more, Md.; Sidney M. Hedges, State Agent, Boston, Mass.; Chas. E. 
Holt, General Agent, Cleveland, Ohio.; Lawrence A. Spicer, City 
Agent, Chicago, 111.; J.. Steinfield, Special Agent, Detroit; H. G. Van 
Tuyl, Agent, Detroit ; M. I. Whitman, State Agent, Detroit. 

Mutual Life of New Yobk.— Dr. W. C. Bennett, Detroit; 
Edward F. Berkley, Jr., Manager, St. Louis, Mo., Thos. H. Bowles, 
General Agent for Louisiana and Mississippi, New Orleans, La.; C. E. 
Crain, District Manager, Milwaukee, Wis.; Robert S. Donaldson, 
Special Agent, Detroit ; Chas. H. Ferguson, General Ag6nt, Chicago, 
111., Edward Ferguson, District Manager, Milwaukee, Wis.; Thomas 
Ferguson, General Agent, Detroit ; Schuyler Grant, General Agent, 
Detroit ; Herman Kuehn, Special Agent, Milwaukee, Wis.; Wm. H. 
Lambert, General Agent, Philadelphia, Pa.; Thos. P. Morgan, Jr., 
Executive Special Agent, Washington, D. C. ; C. E. Newlin, Manager 
Central Ind J, Indianapolis, Ind.; Chas. H. Raymond, General Agent, 
New York City, N. Y.; Wm. P. Stewart, Instructor of Agents, New 
York City, N. Y.; Bruce Whitney, Detroit. 

National Life.— M. E. Cozad, General Agent, Cleveland, Ohio ; 
Geo. P. Dewey, General Agent, Portland, Me. ; Frank Read, General 
Agent, Philadelphia, Pa. 

New England Mutual Life.— Jay Bassett, General Agent, 
Detroit; A. 8. Chatfield, Agent, Washmgton, D. C; E. H. Dermitt, 
Manager, Pittsburgh, Pa. ; W. J, Fischer, General Agent, Omaha, Neb. ; 
Wm. Ratcliffe, General Agent, New York City, N. Y.; S. R. Thornton, 
Special Agent, Detroit ; Amos Wakelin, General Agent, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 
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New York Life. — Frank Block, General Agent, St. Louis, Mo., 
Ben. S. Calef, Manager N. £. Branch, Boston, Mass. ; J. D. Church, 
General Agent, Charlotte, N. C; Edward P. Clark, General Agent, 
Rochester, N. Y.; Alexander Harbison, General Agent, Hartford, 
Conn. ; Geo. P. Haskell, Manager New York State Department, New 
York City, N. Y.; S.E. Mulford, Resident General Agent, Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

Northwestern Mutual Life.— Henry C. Ayers, General Agent, 
Pittsburgh, Pa ; Frank Buttrick. Solicitor, Detroit ; Wm. T. Gage, 
General Agent, Detroit ; M. D. L Hayes, General Agent, Rochester, 
N. Y. ; H. F. Norris, Home Special, Rochester, N. Y. 

Penn Mutual Life.— S. B. Benjamin, Agent, Detroit ; Jas. C. 
Biggert, General Agent, Pittsburgh, Pa.; A. C. Chisholm, Special 
Agent, Detroit; J. W. Iredell, Jr., General Manager for Ohio, Ken- 
tucky and Tennessee, Cincinnati, O.; F. A. Kendall, General Agent, 
Cleveland, Ohio ; Henry C. Lippincott, Manager of Agencies, Phila- 
delphia, Pa.; Jos. W. Pressey, General Agent, Rochester, N. Y.; Calvin 
S. Smith, General Agent, Chicago, 111. ; H. Z. Ward, Special Agent, 
Saginaw, E. S. Mich.; G. A. Watkins, General Agent, Detroit. 

Ph(enix Mutual Life.— A. H. Babcock, General Agent, Detroit ; 
R. A. Clark, Assistant Manager, Detroit; Geo. F. d'Utassy, General 
Manager, Baltimore, Md. 

Provident Life and Trust Company.— Benj. H. Lightfoot, General 
Agent, Pittsburgh, Pa. ; S. S. Saffold, General Agent, Cleveland, Ohio ; 
J. Watson Smith, General Agent for Minn., St. Paul, Minn.; Wm. D. 
Yerger, General Agent, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Provident Savings Life. — J. M. Macfarlane, GteneYal Agent, 
Detroit ; Chas. E. Willard, Superintendent of Agencies, New York 
City, N. Y. 

Standard Life and Accident. — Chas. W. Hitchcock, M. D., Ad- 
justing Surgeon, Detroit; Stewart Marks, Secretary, Detroit; W. H. 
Mead, Superintendent Railway Department, Detroit ; Frank F. Parkins, 
Superintendent Liability Department, Detroit ; J. T. Patton, State 
Agent, Detroit. 

State Mutual Life.- J. G. Antrim, Special Agent, Milford, Mich. ; 
A. E. Bradley, General Agent, Detroit ; Frank L. Ford, General Agent, 
Cleveland, Ohio; S. L. Houghton, General Agent, Detroit. 

Sun Life of Toronto.— Mark Cohen, General Agent, Toronto, Ont, 



Travelers* Insurance Company. — W. Sanford Crane, Cashier^ 
Detroit ; E. M. Goodwin, Special Agt. for Ind., Indianapolis, Ind., J. H. 
Nolan, Gen'l Agt., Chicago, 111.; J. W. Thompson, State Agt., Detroit. 

Union Central Life. — F. E: Bowers, General Agent, Chesaning,. 
Mich.; J. T. Ewing. Loan Agent, Detroit; B. F. Hoyt, Special Agent,. 
Detroit ; Geo. W. Hudson, Special Agent, Saginaw, Mich.; C. C. Kelso,. 
State Superintendent, Detroit ; W. A. Watts, General Agt., Kalamazoo,. 
Mich. ; W. F. Wright, N. Y. State Manager, Buffalo, N. Y. 

Union Mutual Life. — Josiah H. Drummond, Director and Counsel,. 
Portland, Me.; Chas. Hodge, Special Agent, Detroit ; Hugh A. Holmt-s, 
Manager, Detroit ; W. Arthur Phipps, General Special for Michigan,. 
Detroit; Edson D. Scofleld, Superintendent of Agencies, Portland, 
Me.; Jas. Sinkinson. Manager, Portland, Me, 

United States Life. — Edwin W. Christy, Manager, Cleveland, O, 

Washington Life.— Sam'l L. Adams, Agent, Durham, N. C; J. T. 
R. Brown, Special Agent, Detroit ; Dr. S. L. Fuller, General Agent, 
Chicago, 111.; I. F. Harris, District Agent, Pittsburgh, Pa.; Chas. W. 
Holden, General Agent, Boston, Mass.; J. R Kampe, Manager for 
Ohio and Kentucky, Cincinnati, Ohio ; Maj. T. D. Kimball, General 
Agent, St. Louis, Mo. ; J. D. Sutton, General Agent, Kansas City, Mo. 

The Insurance Press. — W. H. Burr, The Indicator, Detroit ; 
J. S. Bloomingston, Editor the Investigator, Chicago, 111.; A. Cochran, 
The Indicator, Detroit; Max Cohen, Editor, Views, Washington, D.C.; 
Thomas Davies, The Indicator, Detroit; Charles A. Hewitt, Editor 
the Argus, Chicago, 111.; Edward Kellogg, Editor, the Underwriter, 
Philadelphia, Pa. ; Frank H. Leavenworth, Editor and Proprietor, The. 
Indicator, Detroit ; G. L. McKean, Manager, Chicago Independent, 
Chicago, 111.; F. C. Oviatt, Assistant Editor, the Argus, Chicago, 111.; 
C. M. Ransom, President, Standa^'a Publishing Co., Boston, Mass.; T. 
A. Warren, Manager, the Insurance World, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

The last course of the banquet having been enjoyed, the 
presiding officer, Mr. Wm. T. Gage, the toastmaster of the 
evening, called those present to order, and made the follow- 
ing speech : 

Gentlemen — The Michigan Life Insurance Agents Association is 
proud of the honor which you have conferred upon it in becoming its 
guests, and I deem it no slight privilege to voice for them the welcome 

91 



which I extend to you now and here in their behalf. It is for this that 
we have labored and planned for more than four years, and our hearts 
are full of gladness to-night. 

We greet you as brethren and friends and fellow-soldiers in a common 
caus'i. the cause of progress. We hail this occasion as another token 
that the earnest purposes which have prompted the organization of 
every association here represented are gaining strength with the passing 
years ; and no less heartily do we welcome those who, while not wearing 
the badge of our profession, are none the less \5ith us in sympathy. 

The National Association, whose anniversary we honor, is entering 
upon the second year of its history under circumstances that give us 
reason for profound congratulation. It had no period of infancy and 
childhood, with tottering steps and lisping utterances, but like the fabled 
Minerva of classic lore, who sprang full-armed from the head of Jupiter, 
this Association was full-grown the hour it was born. (Applause.) 

Within the past year it has gained in experience ; its influence has 
been enlarged by the addition of new local associations ; the principles 
which underlie its foundations are more firmly rooted, but its motives 
and purposes are the same as when beneath the shadow of Bunker 
Hill and the "Old South" we first broke bread together. There 
were many reasons why our first gathering should have been in the his- 
toric city of Boston, the city where the plan of associations of life 
agents was first conceived and executed ; the city where the first life 
insurance company in this country was chartered ; a city so renowned in 
our country's history as the birth-place of new ideas ; so famous for its 
contributions to the list of names distinguished in the arts of peace and 
war throughout the nation and the world. Within its historic limits He 
the hallowed dead, whose words and examples have never ceased to ani- 
mate those who have followed them. 

A fitting place indeed to lay the corner-stone of a National Associa- 
tion representing such magnitude of interest as ours. 

We deem it no less fitting that, crossing nearly half a continent, you 
should sit down with us to-night in pleasant and harmonious brother- 
hood in this historic City of the Straits, and I trust that it is not out of 
character to say, in this place, that while the idea of a local life insur- 
ance agents' association belongs to Boston, Detroit claims the honor and 
first issued the call for a national organization. (Applause.) 

In visiting our beautiful city you have come to no new product of 
Western civilization. The very spot where we are assembled has been 
the theatre where events famous in the early annals of civil and military 
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history were enacted ; and these regions teem with traditions scarcely 
less venerable than those, which you who have come from the farthest 
east, have left behind. 

In the language of another, ''Boston was yet but an out-post, and 
New York an insignificant hamlet, and William Penn had not yet 
sailed from England to buy his sylvan domain on the banks of the 
Delaware, when the prow of the adventurous Griffin parted the waters 
of yonder beautiful river, and before a score of years had passed 
Antoine de la Mott Cadillac, had laid out on these shores the site of a 
prosperous city. ( Applause.) Few pages of political or social history 
are more fascinating than those which tell how the emissaries of St. 
Denis essayed to establish along these waters the foundations of a 
mighty Colonial Empire which should recompense France for her losses 
which she had sustained in Europe and the East, and balance the 
growing power of England and Spain in the New World. They were 
a brave and goodly company, those cavaliers and priests, men of peace 
and men of war ; Cartier and Marquette, Cadillac and AUouez— who 
came with sword and breviary, with cannon and crozier, to conquer 
and save, to subdue and evangelize the dwellers of the Western wilds." 

We honor them'alike with all who have devoted themselves to human 
advancement, and their names are written side by side with those of 
Winthrop and Standish and Williams, as we here and now link 
together the names of Boston and Detroit. (Applause.) 

As we turn our eyes backward on the year that has passed, and in 
fancy look forward into the future opening before us, we feel that we 
have reason to thank God and take courage. But serious thoughts 
arise even in the midst of these festive surroundings. The business 
which we represent is the most enormous which human enterprise has 
planned, and every year is adding to its possibilities. To perpetuate it, 
to rid it of the dangers which threaten it from within and without, to 
purify its character, to elevate the standard of those who represent its 
interests ; these and kindred duties confront us and under the burden of 
such responsibilities, we cannot do otherwise than weigh our actions 
with wise deliberation. 

There is cause for congratulation, but there is, doubtless, cause for 
anxiety in the outlook before us. 

Though much has been done, more remains still to be accomplished, 
and I am reminded of the utterances of the second father of his country 
in that celebrated Springfield speech, **If we could but first know 
where we are and whither we are tending, we could the better judge 
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^hat to do and how to do it." If we could but clearly see where we 
are, would it not brush away every unworthy and unmanly feeling 
irom our hearts ? Could we fully realize the vastness of our responsi- 
bilities, representing as we do, a business of the greatest magnitude 
known to humanity, and the boundless development whither we are 
^oing, it would arouse in us such feelings that we should be emanci- 
pated from every sordid and unmanly action. 

The growth of life insurance is the most majestic phenomenon of the 
s,ge. To foster that growth, and lop off every contaminating evil, to 
free it from every stain is our highest mission. 

We are not posing as philanthropists, nor posturing as those who 
have no motive beyond the good of the other man, but I claim that no 
man can engage in this business with the right motive, who does not 
honor his profession by bringing to it a character above the selfish 
^reed of gain and the single advancement of his own personal and 
45ordid interests. (Applause.) 

To reach this plane of action is one of the main purposes of our 
meeting together; to give the utter and absolute negation to all that is 
base and low and mean in our business; to unite in advancing right, in 
upholding justice and > truth; to deepen and broaden and strengthen 
these ties of brotherhood of which this convention is the symbol, are 
among the prominent and leading objects of all that we have done and 
have to do. 

The year that has passed has been eventful to us all, full of activities, 
and the influences of our first Association meeting have helped us and 
made us stronger and more generous in our relations to each other. 
The barriers- are more and more broken and the roughness smoothed 
away. Our business has gone forward with even greater strides than 
ever; the public faith in the stability of those institutions which we 
represent, is growing with every year. (Applause.) Out of the mis- 
takes of the past are being evolved the perfected methods of to-day, 
until that which was once looked upon as a private enterprise is more 
and more being regarded as a public beneficence, and the State and 
Nation are strengthened by our hands; public morals are purified, 
intelligence enlarged, and education aided in its work. (Applause.) 

But the rapidly flying hours admonish me to pause. Our word of 
greeting and of welcome is also a word of parting. Your presence with 
us has been an inspiration and the memory of this occasion will not 
fade away. 

We bid you hail and farewell within the hour we have met ; but 
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while we speak these words we pledge ourselves anew to the cause in 
which we are interested : the cause of humanity. To this cause we 
have devoted ourselves and we feel there are no steps backward. 

Our aims are high and noble and we cannot fail to bring to pass 
what we seek to accomplish. The result is not doubtful. We shall 
not fail. If we stand firm we shall not fail. Wise counsels may 
accelerate and mistakes may delay it but sooner or later victory is sure 
to come. (Prolonged Applause.) 

The Toastmaster : 

Gentlemen, in having the honor of presiding at this occasion, one of 
the greatest pleasures which I experience is the right to call before you 
those whom you love to hear, and although the hour is late you cannot 
otherwise than be delighted to once more hear the voice of our retired 
presiding officer, who sits at my left. I have the honor to introduce to 
you Hon. George N. Carpenter, of Boston. (Prolonged applause.) 



SPEECH OF HON. G. N. CARPENTER, OP BOSTON. 

Mr. President akd Gentlemen :— It is a very difficult task to speak 
for the delegates to this National Convention Tvho are special guests here 
to-night, for you know by professional training and experience 
diflferent from John Alden as he sat beside the bewitching Priscilla — 
each one prefers to speak for himself; and I never knew a life insurance 
agent who could be characterized by the saying of another, that he 
was distinguised for his ** brilliant flashes of silence; '' for life insurance 
agents believe in speech, and that speech is the hen that lays the golden 
eggs from which are hatched out the endowments and the annuities 
and the glittering promises, and I never knew but one who disagreed with 
that sentiment, and that wasnan agent who one month had a very large gro- 
cery bill, and he very accidently put it into his postage account, and the 
officers called his attention to it, and that agent had not anything to say; 
but, gentlemen, your guests are schooled in the analyses of argument, never 
weary in well-doing, persistent, industrious, pushing, and if you could but 
tune your ears to the music of their words, you would hear their echoes 
reverberating from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and from the Lakes to the 
Gulf; and while there may be a variety of notes, like the changeful 
musical scale, yet, as they speak for life insurance and its benefactions, 
they harmonize in one general purpose. They whom you are entertaining 
to-night, sir, belong to the great army of solicitors upon the fields of life 
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insurance, who are carrying the banners of their companies north and 
south, east and west, wherever commerce establishes her industries and 
capital enters into business enterprises, and where the incense of affec- 
tion rises from the altars in homes of love and devotion ; they, sir, are 
the active forces that have made possible the great achievements in life 
insurance diulng the last few years ; they are the master builders that are 
pushing upwards the columns of life insurance assets higher and 
higher and making them stronger and stronger, until they become 
to-day examples of financial strength, as the Alpine heights stand 
for the grandeur of all mountain ranges. (Applause.) And as you 
think of this growth and the millions of funds invested for 
the protection of American homes, no men can take greater pride 
in this growth than the life insurance agents, for they have gath- 
ered the premiums upon premiums until we have witnessed these marvel- 
ous accumulations which have become the combined assets of all the 
companies. And, gentlemen, I think when we consider this great 
achievement we are apt to forget the individual efforts of the agents, 
just as we forget the bravery and heroism of the private soldier when we 
read of the victories on the field of conquest at an Austerlitz or a Gettys- 
burg Great consideration should be given to the administration of our 
oflacials, to the popular plans proposed for the public, but the great 
influence which sends life insurance forward has been the agents in the 
field, and more than that, in all localities the reputation of our companies 
is largely dependent upon the character of their agents. Tou will remem- 
ber what Sainte Beuve said: ** Tell me whom you admire and I will tell 
you what you are." You admire rich men — you are of the earth, 
earthy; you admire mean men— then your nature is mean; you admire 
brave, manly and honest men—you have honest, manly and brave 
spirits. I think the guests in entering into this fellowship of these asso- 
ciations have been imbued with a manly, honest and brave spirit, and by 
that spirit they have elevated their business up onto the plane of a pro- 
fession, with a code of profcBsional honor; and in this grand movement 
forward, the agents have been active forces, and have taken life insurance 
out from the mists and haze of the earlier days, and sent it steadily 
onward, forward into the prominence of to-day, as the coral reefs emerge 
from the ocean depths. Mr. President, you will remember when Alex- 
ander, at the age of twenty-one, had given away his wealth and his 
kingdom, and all but his title, he was asked what he retained for him- 
self, and he replied, ** My hopes.*' We who have entered into this fel- 
lowship have given up nothing that we ought to have retained, but we 
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have intensified our hopes for grander things in the future, of a pleasant 
acquaintance amoDg the brethren, of an active co-operation to bring in 
reforms for the greater success of life insurance in the future; and in 
this movement the great spirit that has carried us forward in that, indeed, 
has been a true loyalty to our companies and to the cause. (Applause.) 
Sir, in this spirit, in responding for your guests, we' would thank you 
for your thoughtfulness and your association for your kindness and 
your hospitality, and for the grand culmination in this magnificent 
banquet to-night; and I give you, sir, thanks of true brothers in the noble 
cause, and the assurance that when we journey homeward we shall carry 
with us pleasant memories of the Detroit association, and of their 
generous hospitality. (Applause). 

The President, in introducing the next speaker, spoke as 
follows : 

Our guests are classified as those that are with us, and those that are 
** agin us " professionally, but the gentleman upon whom I shall call at 
this time, though not a life insurance agent or a member of our associa- 
tion, has all the qualifications that would render him successful in this 
or any other field of enterprise. We have a representative of our 
national government here with us this evening, who will follow in the 
same vein from his point of view; and I have the pleasure of introducing 
to you the Hon. E. P. Allen, of Ypsilanti. 



SPEECH OF CONGRESSMAN E. P. ALLEN. 

Mr. PREsroBNT AND GENTLEMEN: I scc that you recognize in me 
one of your victims. (Laughter.) I assure you that it gives me 
unfeigned pleasure to meet you en masse; as a matter of fact, I prefer 
that to meeting one of you alone. (Laughter.) If there is one 
thing more certain than another, Mr. President, it is that life insurance 
agents are good Presbyterians ; they believe in final perseverance. 
There is no question but what as a profession— and it is such — 
it is gifted more than any other with the ''hold on" trait that is sure 
to bring success. I have not examined the encyclopaedia to see who first 
originated life* insurance, but am iDclined, in giving an oflf-hand opinion^ 
to think that it must have been the famous Captain Scott of coon renown. 
Everything came down to him at his bidding. (Laughter.) He didn't 
have to fire a shot. Now, gentlemen, you are in the centre of the 
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continent, both geographically and intellectually (laughter) ; and I am 
glad to look into the faces of men from the Orient and the Occident 
and from the North and the South. It has become common 
to place Boston at the head of the procession^ My friend, the President 
has done it to-night, and most worthily has Col. Carpenter sustained the 
reputation of the ancient town near which was fired * * the shot heard round 
the world." But even the men of Boston at times miss their figures 
and their calculations. I only heard to-oight a well authenticated state- 
ment of fact, of a man in Boston who recently died, and going hence 
met at the portals St. Peter, who asked him where he was from, and he 
was told at once and promptly that he was from Boston; and on inquir- 
ing what the religious people were doing down there, said: **We 
are now engaged for the most part in disseminating love and light." 
The bell rang and the elevator door opened, the Boston man stepped in, 
and as it went differently from what he supposed it would, he said, 
•* Young man, hold on, this thing is going downward." (Applause and 
laughter.) Now, gentlemen, I will leave the application to you. as I 
discover you see the point. 

As a citizen of Michigan, as a resident of the finest suburb of Detroit, 
I am glad to see you here. I belong to the outsiders, tbe people in 
whom you gentlemen take delight. "We are the sheep that before their 
shearers stand dumb. (Applause and laughter,) We are members of 
that grand army facing you and bleediog at every pore. (Laughter.) 
Gentlemen, in short, we are greatly indebted to you ; there is no doubt 
about that ; we discover it every payment day. (Applause and 
laughter.) 

Now, the president of the association, when I told him that my speech 
would depend somewhat upon the length of time he desired me to occupy, 
said that if I did not exceed five minutes he would be entirely satisfied. 
I discover that I have run away with four and a half of those minutes. 
I have had to be exceedingly careful so far. As I replied to a toast last 
night at a banquet, am booked for two others in the near future, and in 
addition, am preparing a 4th of July oration, there is danger of 
''getting the babies mixed," but I want to confine myself to- 
night, if possible, to the subject in hand, and I will trespass upon 
your patience for a moment longer to consider two propositions briefiy : 
The first Is this : That it is not only the pleasure of the men engaged in 
this most useful occupation, but it is your bounden duty to combine as 
you have in an organization, the object of which must be not selfish 
greed, not the mere furthering of your own financial interests, but the 
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-elevation of a business that is as far reaching as law itself, a business 
that reaches almost every household of the country, and in its effects 
is felt by millions ; it is no light charge committed to your hands, gen- 
tlemen, and the intelligent people of this country fully understand that 
yours is a most responsible position, responsible not only to the living, 
but it reaches to the grave itself. If this is true it follows that you 
cannot be too careful in two things ; first, to represent things just as 
they are ; (great applause), and secondly, to insure no man or woman 
who is not at the time physically sound. (Applause.) You have well 
said that this is no charitable institution. There is no occasion for char- 
ity. The American people are able to pay for what they want, and ask 
no charity at your hands, and when a sound man puts his money into a 
life insurance policy he has a right to know that it will not be burdened 
by the lives of those who, because of misfortune or for any other reason, 
are not as physically sound as he. That is business, not chaiity. 
-{Applause.) 

And another reason, gentlemen,[why your Association will commend 
itself to the American people is this : That by combining together you will 
bring into the business certain rules of general application, and the busi- 
ng ss of life insurance will be placed upon a higher level than 
it ever occupied before, and the time will soon come when life insurance 
agents will say, and say truly, that any sound insurance company is a 
good company to insure in. (Applause.) And the time is not far hence 
when men will say — will not say rather, that this particular company 
stands head and shoulders above everything else, pays larger div- 
idends, insures more lives for less money, is the safest company in 
the woild to insure in ; the time is not far distant when agents will cease 
to use these arguments, and will say, "We present you here with all we 
can afford to present you for the money we tax you for." (Applause.) 
And when that day comes, life insurance will have been raised in the 
estimation of the people. It is growing in that direction. 

And now another thing, gentlemen, and I have done. am an out- 
sider in one sense, although I carry, Mr. President, a good deal 
of insurance. (A voice: *'That is right.") I am not certain but 
what my death will be a gain to those who do not die. I know 
my duty to those dependent upon me, and I am glad that I had sense 
years ago to take out good sound life insurance. But the money that I 
have put into that insurance was money that I earned, it was my money 
— it belongs to you, a share of it, for your work, for your care of that 
money ; but, gentlemen, your policies are not worth the paper upon 
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which they are written, unless, when they become due by death or other- 
wise, you have provided to pay them in money, not promise s to pay. 
(Applause). Therefore, I can see in the organization of such an associa- 
tion as this a potent factor for the conservation and future safety of the 
financial question of this country. Your great corporations have in their 
vaults bonds and gold and silver and paper, all to-day of equal value, 
and it is your duty as well as mine to see to it that no legislation inimi- 
cal to good money shall be allowed to go upon the statute books of the 
United States. (Cries of ''good, good, good,'' and great applause and 
waving of handkerchiefs). The government that makes cheap money, 
that makes money not worth a hundred cents on the dollar, is a criminal. 
(A voice, ' ' that is right. " A pplause). Because that money is not alone for 
the corporations you represent ; you bold it in trust, and when the 
supreme hour comep, as come it will to all of us, it is your duty to see to 
it that the wife and the little ones of him upon whom they depended for 
their support receive as the reward of his forethought and care, money 
which the world over shall be worth one hundred round cents to the 
dollar. (Applause). When men threaten " bloated corporations," and 
speak of " the vast money power," they forget that this money 
is held in trust for millions, who, without it, would be brought 
to absolute want. These things are worth considering, gentle- 
men, and I leave them with you, only begging pardon for having con- 
sumed ten minutes instead of five. (Applause). 

The Toastmaster, in introducing the next speaker, spoke 
as follows : 

If by any possibility I should have been responsible for less time being 
used in that last speech, gentlemen, I should be convicted of a very ser- 
ious offense before you all, I am sure. I have the honor now to intro- 
duce to you a gentleman, whose connection with these life insurance 
associations has been perhaps from the original conception of the design 
— a gentleman known to you all as one who has been prominent in all 
our deliberations, whose name and whose fame are measured by none of 
the bounds which confine us to our profession, or to the limits of our 
country here ; a gentleman whom we all love to honor, and whom we 
love to hear on this or any other occasion. The toast which is proposed 
is this : * * Life Insurance Associations — sanctioning only proper methods 
and means, and guided by the better instincts of our nature ; it is 
expected the future will bind us indissolubly together and inspire us 
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with larger hopes and greater, usefulness ** This toast is to be responded 
to by Mr. Henry C. Lippincott, of Philadelphia. 

Mr. Lippincott, on arising, was greeted witli applanse, and 
spoke as follows : 

SPEECH OP MR. HENRY C. LIPPINCOTT. 

Mr. CHAIRMA.K AND Gbntlbmbn :-— I appreciate the honor con- 
ferred through your generosity, rather than my desert, in the opportun- 
ity to address so distinguished a representative body of the life insurance 
inerests of this country. Such an opportunity is possible only because 
the active workers in the field of life insurance have resolutely deter- 
mined to make their influence of weight in the councils and manage- 
ments of the great companies of the land, and with this end in view, 
have organized into bodies throughout the country, of which this is the 
highest exponent. Time was when tne representative men in life insur- 
ance were assumed to be the presidents and vice-presidents, the actuaries 
and secretaries and medical directors of the various companies, and 
while it may be too early to say that they have in a large sense surren- 
dered that representative capacity, yet the time has come when those 
most closely connected with the insurers of the land shall b3 permitted 
to speak more strongly and effectively for the principles and rights 
which they represent. It is undoubtedly true that from their plane of 
observation the officers of a company may know more of the needs and 
rights of any special policy-holder, or of any class of policy-holders, com- 
pared with the rights of the entire body, than it is possible for any single 
field worker to know ; yet, the aggregate wisdom of the home office can 
never be higher than the average intelligence and good judgment of those 
who are brought directly in contact with the large miss of policy-holders. 
(Applause.) So it is, I think, that you are justly entitled to be heard in 
the councils of the companies, and to make an impress upoD their man- 
agement, which cannot fail to be beneficial, if, as it is known, you are 
actuated by proper motives. Your own personal and pecuniary interest 
can only be well served when the methods by which you seek to advance 
and improve the business are salutary and wholesome in their operations 
and consult the highest good of the great mass whom you are to serve. 

There is almost an unlimited number of employments in which men 
of conviction and courage may achieve place and power and emolument. 
There is scarcely any business which does not offer to a sincere and 
earnest worker, whose selfish desires are subordinated to the general inter- 
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est, an adequate reward for all the toll involved ; but I know of none- 
which so strongly and richly rewards a consecration to duty as that in 
which you are engaged (applause). It is, perhaps, the nearest represen- 
tation on this earth of an ideal condition of things, from which we may 
now be remote but still attainable, depicted in the early years of the 
Christian Era, when the highest good was thought to be a denial of self 
for the benefit of others. If you consider for a moment the ethical basis 
upon which life insurance rests, its negation of self, the deep and abid- 
ing sentiments of love and sympathy which pervade it, you will find that 
it possesses more than any other calling a sustaining compensation, 
spiritual in its character, which exalts men above themselves, and enables 
them to endure hardships and privations, to submit to rebuffs of the- 
haughty and indifferent, the sarcasm and irony of the heartless, and 
enables them to go on their way in humbleness of spirit, it may be, a- d 
yet with a sublime inward justification. When men reach a ceitain 
stage of development, when they are drawn out of the depths and morasses- 
of ignorance and poverty ; when t bey are clothed and fed and hou-ed. 
there comes into their being something which transcends selfishness and 
makes them seek to justify their existence. With many men this senti- 
ment, if you may so call it, proceeds no further than the care of those of 
their own household, and to these it may be that such care is considered a^ 
justification of the works in which they have engaged, the .methods they 
pursue. But I beg to inquire of this assembly why suffering and 
distre>s, outside of kinship, should any less move our spiritual senses and 
permit us to be neglectful of conditions which surround those less fortu- 
nate than ourselves. I recall an instance in my early connection with life^ 
insurance which deeply impressed upon me this thought. I had canvassed 
a gentleman for life insurance, wbo was not reluctant to insure, though 
many times he had deferred action. A full examination of his affairs^ 
showed that so far as his family was concerned, and very probably as far 
as he himself could look into the future, a settled, certain, adequate provis- 
ion had been made for all ; but he had concluded to insure, and in answer 
to my inquiry why it was that he accepted so large a line of life insur- 
ance, he said, feelingly and sincerely; "I do not insure because my 
*• children or my wife are in danger of want, but I never look into tbe 
" faces of my daughters but what I think of tbe faces of other children 
"who, but for chance or accident, might have been my own, and yet 
** who are condemned to lives of suffering, destitution and worse, because 
"their parents saw no merit in life insurance. Feeling safe for them- 
" selves they had no concern for others, and it is because I recognize the 
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* ' ties of brotherhood, aAd because I feel that the money which I now 
•* pay may be of benefit to others that I insure so largely with you." 

He would be a bold man who should indulge in any general criticism 
of the age in which he lives, and bolder s|ill if he dared assert that the 
legislation of all time wa*i misconceived and baleful in its Influences, and 
that for such reason monarchies, empires and republics ]^ad been swept 
from the face of the earth, and civilization had time and again gone out 
in darkness and in gloom, only to assert itself, only to grope again for- 
ward with perhaps some advancement, and then reverting, repeat its 
calamitous history. But I venture to say that the failure of mankind to 
continuously improve, is due chiefly to the supreme selfishness of indi- 
viduals and of nations 

If you will call to mind the tendency of any legislation in a nation, a 
State, a municipality, or a ward, you will perceive that its motive is to' 
derive some benefit for the State, or the municipality, or the ward, at 
the expense of others. It is a continual reassertion of the selfi3h principle 
and until nations can come to see that their highest and best good can 
only be realized through such measures as will conduce to the entire 
benefit of the world's people, I am inclined to think that no sovereign 
remedy can be found to prevent the periodic retrogression of the race. 
(Applause.) 

In this broad land alone, according to the statistics of the New York 
Charitable Society, no less than three millions of people are partially or 
wholly dependent upon charity, and in other nations the percentage is 
still greater. Our work is to lessen this, to render it possible for unborn 
children to have a chance nearer equality than can otherwise be obtained^ 
equipping them for the conflict, which necessarily is sharper and fiercer 
as the years advance, to gain bread and sustenance for their bodies, and 
I am particularly proud of your work and of mine, because the principle 
which pervades it to a very marked and unusual degree, recognizes the 
solidarity of mankind; it declares that all men are brothers, and it asks 
all to unite in obtaining for all wbat none can have for himself, and the 
effect of which is to add to the prosperity of all. (Applause.) 

The life associatioas of the country, gentlemen, are the companies 
themsel ves, I shall not venture to intrude upon you any statistics touching 
the magnitude of their operations. You know the facts, and in your 
daily life are accustomed to present them so cogently and forcibly as to 
carry an almost irresistible iofluence with those to whom they are 
addressed ; but I may suggest that life associations, such as are here 
assembled, are only possible and only needed because the great mass of 
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insurers throughout the land are practically indifferent to the manner in 
which their business is conducted. I will not say indifferent ; I mean 
that the average conduct is of such a high order of excellence as to evoke 
no weighty complaint from any source ; being satisfied they cheerfully 
accept results as they are given ; but our Association means, if it means 
anything, that we shall strive and continually strive toward an ideal per- 
fection which shall not only challenge as now the admiration of the 
world for the integrity and ability with which the life insurance interest 
is managed, but will permit us to say that in its methods, as in its prin- 
ciples, it is absolutely perfect and unassailable. (Applause.) This is 
chiefly your office ; it should be its main object ; but there are other and 
minor iDterests all to be consulted, and all leading up to, and influential 
upon the object sought. It is but a few years, as time goes, since it was 
' extremely difficult to hear of any good company except the particular 
one which the individual speaking happened to represent. Competition 
was so fierce and bitter and destructive that it came to be recognized 
among us that life insurance of all undertakings the most religious and 
solenm, weighty and honorable, was absolutely without a public senti- 
ment to sustain it. Out of this condition, which needed to be pushed to 
its legitimate conclusion only to blot life insurance from the face of the 
earth, has sprung an entirely different state of affairs. The wise men in 
our councils were quick to appreciate that they could not decry or mis- 
represent a competitor without inflicting a lasting injury upon the entire 
business; and now competition has become so moderate and cordial, 
with rare exceptions, as to strongly conduce to the prosperity of life 
insurance as a whole. And for this work, not by any means the least, 
the life associations of the country are to be thaiiked. They have 
brought men face to face and shoulder to shoulder. Minds have been 
in contact and in attrition with other minds, and out of this has sprung 
a temperate and wholesome sentiment which must be continued to pro- 
mote our work. I have great confidence in the future inspired by some 
knowledge of what has already been effected and the enthusiasm which 
dominates you and animates your lofty purpose. Bidding you God speed, 
I make way for others, and thank you for your attention. (Applause). 

The Toastmaster : 

Gentlemen, if there is any single class of people who have always been 
recognized as supporters of the life insurance business, that class of peo- 
ple is represented by the clergymen of our country. They have always 
spoken with no uncertain sound upon the subject, and it is a pleasure 
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to me to iotroduce to you this evening a member of that profession, who 
will speak to you upon the following toast : 

**Life Insurance — The reliable source from which, in the future, 
countless widows and orphans shall draw that life giving stream which 
will make their existence flourish." 

I have the honor to call upon the Rev. R. T. Savin, of Detroit. 
{Applause) 



SPEECH OF REV. R. T. SAVIN, OF DETROIT. 

Mr. Chairscan — It gives me great pleasure indeed to have this intro- 
duction to Detroit, as I have only been here a few weeks, and to have 
this splendid introduction to the United States. I believe that insur- 
ance is a good thing. I believe in any institution that will keep 
the wolf from the door, after the provider has left the home, and 
that will stop the stroke of the sheriff's hammer. Life insur- 
ance does this. It means shelter and protection, raiment and food 
for a widowhood and childhood. We are all helpless creatures, very 
dependent ; we are helped into our cradles and helped into our coffins, 
and no one in the whole range of our humanity is more helpless, more 
lonely, more needy, in the world, than the widow and the orphan. Life 
insurance provides for and protects this class. It is a beautiful emblem 
that the Equitable Life has— a guardian angel with a shield over a weak 
widow and a helpless orphan. Life insurance is the guardian angel of 
these helpless homes, and just what Beatrice was to Dante, just what 
Portia was to Shakespeare, just what the White Lady was to Shelley, so 
life insurance is to hundreds and thousands who are suffering in widow- 
hood and orphanage. It was only y^terday that I observed a mo3t des- 
titute case. A woman had lost her husband in a railroad accident. She 
had three children ; there was no means of support; every resource and 
revenue was cut off, and she was absolutely destitute, and nothing faced 
her but the poor house or the alms of friends. A life insurance policy 
•coming at such a time means life — it means everything. A letter was 
sent to one of the managers of one of the companies represented here 
to-night a little while ago, making this statement: *'I am very grateful 
indeed for $5,000 received from your company in payment of the death 
claim. This $5,000 stands between me and my family and absolute 
financial ruin." All shame is dropped in the presence of the clergyman, 
and half of the burdens, miseries and sorrows of life is due to non-support 
in homes. This can be averted, brushed aside, by careful providing on 
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the part of the father and the husband in case of his decease. During 
the year 1890, I am informed that about $60,000,000 were paid out by 
the life insurance companies of the United States in death claims. 
It was only six months ago ^hen 60,000,000 of dollars sent 
out of this country meant bankruptcy from Boston, Mass., to 
Portland, Oregon, and if the export of so much money should affect all 
the interests through the country, surely a gift, a payment of $60,000.- 
000 to the needy homes of the land ought to mean protection, provision, 
life. (Applause.) Life insurance is sure protection. There are some 
men who will go to the savings bank and draw out their savings, or they 
will sell out their securities in times of emergency, or they will come to 
their wives in times of crisis, to get them to sell their property, but they 
cannot touch a life insurance policy, it is a sure protection, something 
that cannot be touched. I know a man who has two texts in his creed ; 
the first text is " Consider the Lilies,'' aod so the lesson thai he gathers; 
from the lily is that the lily does nothing but grow and that it is fed and 
nurtured by Providence, and his business is to do nothing ; and so his 
daughters, because he does nothing, call him the lily. And then he 
has another article in his creed that is equally fallacious, and it is this : 
" Take no thought for the morrow." This man just a little while Ago 
passed away, and when he went everything went with him, and while 
he took no thought at all for the morrow, I observe that the members of 
the family and the relatives and the friends and associates are doing a 
great deal of thinking just now. I believe that love is a very sickly sent- 
imentality when it means profession and when it means caress and does not 
mean provision ; that the man who simply attests his affection in words 
is little short of an infidel, and the word of scripture comes just to our 
rescue, *'He that provideth not for his own household is worse than an 
infidel." A man owes his duty there if he owes it anywhere : next to- 
his allegiance to the One who gave Mm life and who provides him with 
strength and power to get wealth, he owes allegiance and service to the 
members of his home. And yet how many of us — very few, perhaps,, 
in 1 his presence, but men all about us, fail utterly to provide at all for 
their families. An insurance agent was talking the other day to a man 
trying to insure him, and he told him that the probabilities were very few 
of that man getting into heaven if he did not take care of his family and 
take out a life insurance policy. The man says, •* Well, there is the 
dying thief, he got into heaven, he didn't take out any life insurance pol- 
icy." " Well, then you ought to take out an endowment if you don't 
want one for life — a 20 payment endowment." The man said, " There 



is the dying thief, he got into heaven, he didn't have any endowment 
insurance policy." The insurance agent locked at him and said, ** Well, 
look here, there is just one difference between you and that other man. 
That man was a dying thief and you are a living thief." (Applause and 
laughter.) 

The Toastmaster : 

Our next toast, gentlemen, sounds a little bit stati-jtical, but I have 
talked with the gentleman who is going to speak on the subject and he 
assures me that this is not the case, so that I have no hesitation about 
reading the topic. I am sure you will all be very glad to hear from 
the gentleman who responds. The subject which we offer is this : 

**Life Insurance — The most remarkable project of modern times, its 
beneficent character, financial and commercial methods and universal 
application." 

I have the honor to call upon Mr. I. Layton Register, of 
Philadelphia. (Applause.) 

, SPEECH OF MR. I. LAYTON REGISTER. 

Mr. Toastmaster and Gentlemen :— Allow me to repeat th§ toast. 
**Life Insurance — The most remarkable project of modem times its 
beneficent character, financial and commercial methods, and universal 
application." 

Whoever composed this sentiment must have been a parson, and have 
taken it for granted that about this time of the evening you would be so 
full of enthusiasm (laughter) that a lay sermon, with its sober ihoughis, 
would be appropriate, for you will observe that, like a sermon, there are 
four distinct heads comprehended in this toast, and, as volumes might 
be written upon each, I feel that in order to do justice to the subject, I 
would like to have had more time for preparation, and to better illus- 
trate the argument, there should be arrayed before me a lot of books of 
reference, like a lawyer in front of a patient jury, and I think I should 
have the eloquence of a Depew or a Blaine to hold your rapt attention 
(Applause and cheers and cries of "Blaine, Blaine,") I will finiph that 
sentence—to hold your rapt attention with pleasant statistics for at least 
two houis. But as I am not gifted as these gentlemen, do not be 
alarmed at such a possible infiiction on your patience. 

If the toast had suggested that the most remarkable project of modem 
times was the Life Insurance -4^7^71^, we would all shake hands, 
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(Applause.) For. are we not the most favored of mortals, since the 
eager public are ever ready to welcome our approach? And lest they 
should miss our visits, the latch strings of their hospitable doors always 
hang out ; though carefully concealed within may be unpadded cudgels 
to impress upim the agent that uncert'iinty of life, of which he expected 
to so eloquently warn them. (Laughter.) 

There is a very general disposition on the part of certain critics to 
exalt the ancient at the expense of the modem. True, the wonderful 
works of the ancient masters in the great schools of art have always 
8t(X)d as monuments to the glory of the past, and have never been 
equaled in modern times. But once the highest class could neither read 
nor write ; ODce all learning was confined to the clergy, and there exists 
no record among the ancients that advancement was a necessary condi- 
tion, which one generation owed to the next, and not until the decline of 
chivalry, when man in working for himself benefited others, did a new 
era arise. 

It is entirely unnecessary to go into a history of life insurance before 
a body of experts, for you all know that it is not, strictly speaking, a 
modern project, having been practiced, in a crude form, as early as the 
third century. But as only by slow degrees did the idea dawn upon 
the mind that the world moves, so the usefulness and energies of the sys- 
tem lay dormant, like steam and electricity, until the advent, in modem 
days, of that subtle power, the solicitor, when it was raised into activity, 
and has become one of those mighty engines in bringing to pass the 
millennial happiness of the world, with all its helpful Christianizing 
infiuences. (Applause). 

It was not, however, until about the time that Wm. Penn landed upon 
the shores of the Delaware that life insurance began to emerge from the 
cloud of its hitherto uncertain and almost unknown existence, when 
calculations were first made based on the average duration of the human 
life. The old world then, as now, was engaged in almost constant wars 
for national supremacy, and peaceful measures for the good of mankind 
were too often neglected, and though foreign companies for the insuring 
of lives have existed for more than a century and a half, the institution 
only reached its most remarkable development in modern days, and on 
the peaceful shores of this country. 

Some of the most wonderful works of man are due to this century. 
In that time electric wires have girdled the earth and railroad enterprises 
have spanned continents, and some of us may even live to talk with our 
friends in Australia over the telephone and travel on the International 
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railroad from Terra del Fuego, all along the Pacific coast to Alaska, and 
crossing the Behring Straits, reach Paris or London, via St, Petersburg, 
without changing cars. Possibly the Penguins might even be able to make 
an excursion to visit their Seal friends before the latter are all skinoed 
by our opposite neighbors. (Applause and laughter.) 

But steam and electricity have been developed more for man's gain as 
a selfish purpose, for men will devote time and labor, give comfort and 
health, and even forfeit truth and honor to receive in return something 
that is purely selfish. But life insurance appeals to the noblest and most 
generous impulses of our nature emphasizing the best side of man's life, 
and finds its highest and most unselfish consummation in uniting on a 
common basis, the principles of business with pure benevolence. 
(Applause.) 

This rare combination of refined charity with strict business, has had 
thrown around it the most careful commercial laws that the heart and 
head could devise. These are constantly being strengthened, and aa 
compared with other monetary affairs, are most conspicuous as its com- 
plete human safeguards. 

Ruskin says that the most helpful work for humanity, is to teach peo- 
ple, not so much how to better themselves, as how to satisfy themselves. 
This is strikingly illustrated in life insurance. Ooe important cause of 
the disappointments and adversities that befall men later in life, is that 
people are not sufficiently thoughtful that what they perform early in 
life should be the best of its kind to be satisfactory in the end. What is it 
that does more than merely better a man, rounding out in full measure 
all that he hopes will satisfy the highest ambition of his life, and when 
universally applied, will meet all the requirements of humanity ? It is 
in making what commercial sagacity hopes to accomplish, but may fail 
in the end to secure — not only for himself, but also for his dependent 
ones— a safe and sure provision. 

But jufit as the real gem improves in lustre by polishing, so our work, 
fellow agents, will demonstrate its superiority only when honorably per- 
formed, and when we prove that it is capable of accomplishing more and 
more good for the weak and distressed with every fresh honest effort. 
(Prolonged applause ) 

The Toastmaster. 

Gbntlemen :— We have with us this evening, and I am very glad that 
such is the case, a gentleman whose reputation in the legal profession is 
known throughout this land, and whose words we shall listen to with the 
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satisfaction and the conviction that it is one of the greatest pleasures we 
are permitted to enjoy upon this occasion. We are fortunate in having 
with us the Hon. Alfred Russell, of Detroit, who has kindly consented 
to respond to the following toast: , 

"Life Insurance— The index of civilization in the past and the fore- 
runner of progress in the future. " ( A pplause. ) 



SPEECH OF HON. ALFRED RUSSELL, L. L. D. 

Mb. Toastmabtek, visiting members op the National Associa- 
tion OF Life Underwriters and friends and neighbors of the 
Local Association: — There is a wonderful little island hanging on the 
western margin of the ocean, called England ; and some years ago, a well 
known gentleman from that little island visited the city of Washington 
and entered, not the House where my friend Allen sat, but the Senate of 
the United States, and he heard the president of the Senate addressing 
the members of the Senate, not as Mr. Sherman, or Mr. This or Mr. That, 
but as the Senator from California, the Senator frotn Louisiana, the Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts and the Senator from South Carolina; and this 
gentleman said that he was overwhelmed with a new idea and a new con- 
ception of the greatness of the American people. So here, as I look 
around these tables and see printed upon cards the names of the repre- 
sentatives of every quarter of the continent, I feel that I have come into 
an assembly which reminds me of the highest assembly in our country. 
As I look upon some of these noble domes of thought, I am reminded 
of the bald-headed Edmunds, of Vermont, and as I look upon some of 
the younger members I am reminded of the frisky Wolcott, of Colorado. 
In fact, I have never witnessed an assemblage like this, more striking and 
affecting the imagination more powerfully, except perhaps, the Senate of 
the United States, or possibly that great deliberative body, the House of 
Bishops of the Protestant Episcopal Church, or, perhaps I may say, in 
deference to my friend Brownson here, the recent Presbyterian General 
Assembly in Detroit. (Applause.) 

Now, naturally this reference to the dimensions of the continent 
reminds me of the dimensions of this toast. Do you take in the size of that 
toast? Do you have an adequate conception of the fact that I am called 
upon to speak here in five minutes of the civilization of the past, and the 
progress of the future of the whole world? I was quite aware that the 
insurance business was an enormous one, but I did not suppose it quite 
embraced all creation, as it seems to. (Laughter.) Some years ago there 
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was a man in this town who wanted to get out an attachment. He went 
to a lawyer, and the lawyer told him that he had to make a certain affi- 
davit and he did not believe he could swear to the facts. ** Well," said 
the man, **you draw the affidavit like a lawyer, and I will swear to it like 
a man." (Laughter.) Now, the life insurance agent who drafted that 
toast drafted it like a life insurance solicitor and I am going to go at it 
like a man. If I speak of the civilization of the past I must go back to 
the beginning, and I am going to do it. (Applause.) And I am not going 
to do it inside of five minutes, or even ten ; I am gqiDg to emulate my 
friend Allen— but not in that magnificent voice of his which has no peer on 
the continent, nor in the standard of those ideas which elicited such 
instant and controlling applause from his audience. 

You know when Mark Twain went to Europe he stood at the grave 
of Adam and dropped a tear upon it. (Laughter.) Adam was the first 
benefactor of the life insurance business. Do we not read that by Adam 
came sin into the world, and death by sin, and where would your busi- 
ness be if it were not for that ? (Prolonged laughter.) You would not 
have any business. Now, in coming down the ages, for we have to make 
long jumps, we get down as far as Moses, one of our Col. Robert's 
friends — ^saving (Savin) the presence of the clergy (Rev. R. T. Satin sat 
next Mr. R.)— and the Colonel has told us about the mistakes of Moses. 
Well, Moses did not have anything but tables of stone ; he did not have 
any Carlisle tables (laughter), or Northhampton tables, or tables of the 
Equitable experience, I think that is what they are called, are they not ? 
(Laughter.) The fact is, that I tried to emulate our respected President 
Cleveland and looked up in the Cyclopaedia Britannica something about 
it, but I could not find that there was any life insurance as early as 
Moses. (Laughter.) Now, my friends, we will take another little leap 
across the centuries. Look at mighty Athens; look, as we used to read 
in the school books, at imperial, pagan Rome in all her glory ; gaze at 
those ancient streets lined with amphitheatres and palaces and edifices, 
grand with architecture which has conunanded the praise and admiration 
of the modern world ; and there was not amongst them a single six or 
ten-story life insurance building (laughter) yielding perhaps a half of 
one i)er cent or one and a half per cent— how is it? You that invest the 
savings ought to be able to tell me. 

Mr. Lippincott, of Philadelphia: 
Say six. 



Ill 



Mr. Russell : 

Six, good enough ; six per cent. Will anyone bid higher ? (Pro- 
longed laughter.) 

A voice : 

I will give you seven. 

Mr. Russell : 

Gentlemen :— The night is advanced or I would enter into a contro- 
versy with you about that. But I must take another Jump across the 
centuries. You know I have all past civilization for my topic, and if 
my friend Q&ge drafted that toast he is to blame for my taking more 
than five minutes. Lay it to his account. 

Mr. Gage : 

I cannot claim the honor. 

Mr. Russell : 

Come down to the great mediaeval cities, those cities which were 
states, those cities which were in themselves commonwealths. Look at 
Venice. Perhaps some of you have been there ; I know you have. And 
we used to think that Venice was something \mtil Michigan discounted 
it in the St. Clair Flats. (Laughter.) In Venice was founded the first 
bank ; in Venice there was laid the foundation of that great modern sys- 
tem of finance and banking, which found its culmination in the achieve- 
ments of the United States of America, in raising the money and paying 
off the debt of the great war of the rebellion. But there was no life 
insurance in Venice. In the edict which was registered (Mr. I. L. Register ^ 
of Philadelphia, sat next Mr. R.) here a few minutes ago — (laughter, 
and cries of '* good") — I heard that life insurance was founded in the 
third century. Well, Venice was not flourishing in the third century, 
and I cannot find it recorded that there was any life insurance in Venice. 

Mr. Lippincott : 

You have not got the right encyclopaedia. 

Mr. Russell : 

Good, good ; I must send for the one Cleveland had. (Laughter.) Of 
course a gentleman of the name of Lippincott knows all about books. 
(Laughter.) 

The fact is, we have to come down to old Mother England, according 
to my encyclopaedia, before we find anything very good about life insur- 
ance. I find that in the year 1706 there was founded in the city of Lon- 
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don a life assurance society. I draw your particular attention to the 
wording of the phrase — a life assurance society, for I can see clearly why 
that phrase was used, because it had reference to the assurance of the 
first solicitors — (laughter)— now commonly, in the American vernacular, 
denominated cheek. Of course we have to look to Boston, after 
London, because Boston, I say to my friends, is closely modeled 
upon the great English city, and anything that is ''English, you 
know," would go in Boston. (Laughter.) And I beg to say right here, 
agreeing most cordially with our president in his eloquent address, that 
you can go further and fare worse than to go to Boston or to London, 
I believe in the great Pilgrim City, for I believe that everything we have 
which is good in the State of Michigan comes from that fount of law, that 
fount of business wisdom, and that fount of money which has been hived 
there by prudence and frugality for 250 years, which has built our railroads, 
which has improved our lands, which has raised our ieities, and which has 
even made the city of Chicago what it is to-day. (Applause and cries of 
"good.") And Chicago, I wish to say to you, gentlemen, is to-day the 
Queen City of the continent. (Prolonged applause.) I wish to say to you 
that Chicago is the head city of the United States, and that the city of 
Chauncey Depew takes a second place. And, as my friend Allen modestly^ 
said that Ypsilanti was but a subuirb of Detroit, I say that we are glad to 
be a suburb of Chicago. (Laughter and applause.) 

Now I come to the next part of the toast, ** Life Insurance — The 
forerunner of progress in the future." A forerunner of progress in the 
future ! "Why, I look to the time when, along the lines which have been 
so eloquently portrayed to you here by Mr. Allen and Mr. Lippincott and 
Mr. Savin and Mr. Register— I look to the time when a man cannot be nom- 
inated for president of the United States unless he has got life insurance 
(laughter), or unless he will agree to save up out of his $50,000 salary as 
much as Hayes did, or as much as President Henry B. Hyde, of the 
Equitable Life does out of his salary of $50,000. (Cheers and laughter.) 
For look you, sir, the life insurance company pays its president as much 
as does the United States of America. That is the index of the progress of 
the future and of the civilization of the past. Maybe we will alter the 
Constitution of the United States, and provide that a president shall 
not hold office until he first has his life insured. Why, haven't two of 
them been shot ? O, what a commentary! O, what a commentary! not 
upon popular institutions alone, but upon human nature itself, that two 
elective kings of our country lost their lives at the pistol of an assassin. 

Now. the evening Is far spent and I will have mercy upon you. I 
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will not undertake to delineate the progress of the future; the subject is 
too vast, but you can see from what has been said here to-night,.that in 
all that is progress, in all that tends to lift men up from the enjoyment of 
the present and make them look forward into the future for a certain 
provision ,^ the business and the science of life insurance must continue to 
play a part ever increasingly large. I do not know of anything in this 
world, except true piety, which makes a man feel happier than life 
insurance; and perhaps for this world life insurance Is an equally good 
investment. (Laughter.) I will not say anything about the next, but 
I say that that business is amongst the other businesses what the profes- 
sion of theology is amongst the other professions, what the Hotel Cadillac 
is amongst the hotels of the land. (Applause.) 

Old Homer said, as the classic studies of your President will recall to 
his recollection, ** "Welcome the coming, speed the parting guest." You 
have come here to what gentlemen upon the eastern coast sometimes 
(have thought was a rude and remote frontier. You have come to a spot 
where distinguished events have taken place, where, as Senator 
Palmer, who was born here, and as my friend Congressman Chipman, 
who was born here, tell me that within sixty years the Pottawattomie 
Indian built his wigwam and where the Indian lover wooed his dusky 
mate; you have come here and seen the advance that has been made, 
you have come here and have received a welcome as warm and generous 
tus can proceed from the hearts — ^the stony hearts — of insurance men any- 
where. (Laughter.) And as you depart, I hope that you will carry with 
you recollections which are pleasant, and an admiration for your calling 
which will stimulate each one of you to renew his efforts not only for 
his private business but for that public utility which has been so elo- 
quently set forth here to-night. (Prolonged applause.) 

The Toastmaster : 

From the magnitude of the toast which has just been responded to we 
narrow the subject down a little. The other topic took in the world ; 
we limit this one to our country and ask another lawyer to speak to us. 

** Life Insurance — the type of American industry, American thrift 
and American love of home," is the toast, and I have the honor to call 
upon Mr. E. A. Fraser, of Detroit, to respond. (Applause.) 

SPEECH OF ELISHA A. FRASER, OP DETROIT. 

Mb. Chairman— Putting this toast in another form, it would read : 
"How is life insurance like American industry, American thrift and 
American love of home ? " Now, sir, that is not a very hard conun- 
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drum. I am very /i^lad It Is easy, because If you had propounded a hard 
one it might have disturbed our digestion after this royal banquet which 
we have been enjoying. Now, sir, you know there are conundrums and 
conundrums, some easy, oh, so easy, and some so hard, that the pro- 
pounder himself could never interpret them. To illustrate : Were I to 
suggest to you before me to-night, " ffow does a man struck with 
funazement differ from a leopard's tail ? '' You would all instantly and 
spontaneously reply, " Why, the one is rooted to the spot while the 
other is spotted to the root." And such a conundrum does not at all dis- 
turb digestion. But were I to suggest to you ** Wherein is the Prince 
of Wales like Abraham Lincoln ? " You would guess that for days, you 
would puzzle over it, you would spend sleepless nights over it, and then 
you would come back to me and say, " Mr. Eraser, I give it up ; you 
tell." And then in all candor I should be obliged to confess, for the life 
of me, I cannot tell. (Laughter.) But. sir, the conundrum that .you 
have proposed to me is an easy one ; it answers itself. Of course I 
understand that you refer to American life insurance, not that fossil life 
insurance that our Brother Russell has been talking about, but 
American life insurance, and like everything else American this is 
unique. (Applause.) It does not go back to the dark ages. It 
is less than 50 years old in the United States, and it is the 
most wonderful development in all history. Why, just think of it. 
Fifty years, and million of policies have been issued, many more mil- 
lions of people have been benefited by it, and I am told to-day that there 
are represented in this country not less than four thousand millions of 
dollars of insurance. (Applause.) Now there is nothing like this in any 
other part of the world, and it is founded on the same inspiration that 
our country is founded upon — ^the American love of home. It was this 
that inspired our revolutionary fathers to their heroic deeds , and the 
very Constitution of our country, throbp with American love for home. 
Our friend, Mr. Allen, tells us that he does not know who invented life 
insurance. Now, I have been looking over the Constitution of the. 
United States, and I think that the inspiration of American life insurance 
came from the preamble of that Constitution. Do you recall it ? See if 
this preamble does not exactly fit the preamble of your own constitu- 
tions. '* We, the people ]of the United States, in order to form a more 
perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquility," is not that 
it ? (applause), ''provide for the common defense, promote the general 
welfare, and secure," that is, insure, "the blessings of liberty to our- 
selves and to our posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for 
the United States of America." (Cries of ''good, good" and applause.) 
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And now, Mr. Chairman, it was this same love of home that not a 
generation ago, when our homes were threatened, prompted hundreds of 
thousands of men to go to the front, singing, " We are coming, Father 
Abraham. (Applause.) Why, sir, it is wonderful what life insurance 
has accomplished in this country for the last fifty years. I do not 
think that any of us begin to understand it. It is not measured sim- 
ply by money. Think of the economy that you have developed all over 
the land in the savings to pay these premiums when they become due. 
Think of the self-reliance that you have developed. No man can be a 
self-reliant, independent man who is a mendicant. You have taught 
the people that they can be independent, and that they can take care of 
themselves and leave a competency to take care of their families when 
they are gone. (Applause.) And such men are the stuff out of which 
armies are made, when we are threatened by Great Britain or any other 
power in the world. (Applause.) Just look back over the past that 
you have traveled for the last fifty years. See the comfortable homes 
that you have built, see the gladness that you have brought to thousands 
and millions of families. Go with me, if you please, to yonder height, 
whence we can look down over the farms, into the families, and into 
all the marts of industry, from the Lakes to the Gulf, from the Chesa- 
peake to the Golden Gate. See, who is this descending in our midst 
from the skies, radiant with beauty and with the halo of the upper world 
upon her brow? It is the genius of American life insurance. 
(Applause.) She waves her magic wand. Look over your extended 
view; see the pale faces of dying fathers, lighted up with joy as they 
kiss the farewell kiss upon the brow of wife and little ones, and pass to 
the mansions beyond. Look again, and as she waves her wand, see the 
thousands and millions of beautiful homes that are springing up for widows 
and orphan children from one end of the land to the other. See the 
clouds of care lifting from the brow of the business man; he hastens 
to his home, retires to the couch of pleasant dreams, and awakens on the 
morrow to go again with renewed joy and energy to the complications 
of his business life. Look again; see every load made lighter. The 
hod-carrier*s weight is not so heavy, the farmer, plodding over his field, 
raises a song of joy as he remembers that when his hands can no longer 
hold the plough, the mortgage shall be lifted from the farm (applause) ; 
the dust and grime that surrounds the mechanic is transmuted into a 
golden haze, through which he sees the future of his family. (Applause.) 
And every business enterprise, as you look, you observe receives new 
energy. The matchless commerce of our unrivaled lakes moves forward 
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with greater progress ; the iron horse, in his myriads of stables, panting 
to be gone, rushes with his unending trains of precious freight over his 
iron track, his triumphant neigh echoing from valley to moimtain, and 
from hamlet to city, and from all the countless chimneys of factories, fur- 
naces and forges, see the smoke of progress rise as an incense to the Giver 
of every good and perfect gift, for the gift of this genius of American - 
life insurance. And from this elevated view, listen to the song of the 
millions, * ' Praise God f rotn whom all blessings flow." Praise Him for the 
'gift of American life insurance, the type of American industry, Ameri- 
can thrift, and American love of home. God bless you, every one, you 
preachers of the gospel of American life insurance. (Prolonged 
applause.) 

The Toastmaster : 

I have here presented to me a suggestion in the conundrum line which 
perhaps it would be proper to read in this connection. Like one of those 
which was suggested by Mr. Fraser, I suppose I will have to give the 
answer to it, and that is here too. If Mr. Fraser had put the conun- 
drum like this, what is the difference between Abraham Lincoln and the 
Prince of Wales, the answer would have been, because when honest Abe 
used to work at his early trade be allowed the chips to remain where 
they fell, while the Prince carries his chips with him. (Applause and 
laughter.) 

Mr. Fraser: 

I insist on the chairman answering my conundrum, why is the Prince 
of Wales like Abraliam Lincoln ? 

A voice : 

He is not like him. 

The Toastmaster : 

And that reminds me of a conundrum I used to hear, which went 
something like this. Why is an elephant like a meeting house ? The 
answer used to be, because he cannot climb a tree. (Laughter.) 

We have a gentleman here this evening who has come all the way 
from the coast of Maine, a man who has been identified for many years 
in the various departments of the work in which we are commonly 
engaged, who is known to you all, and to many of you personally — 
to all of you by reputation. It is with great pleasure that I introduce 
to you the Hon. J. H. Drummond, of Portland, Maine, who will speak 
to you in response to the toast, '' Life Insurance— The debt which the 
public owes to it." (Applause.) 
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SPEECH OP HON. J. H. DRUMMOND, OP PORTLAND, ME. 

Mr. T0A8TMA8TER AST) Gentlemen : In any other p)-esence I 
would hesitate to inflict a speech upon an audience at this time of the 
night, or morning, but I And I can make no excuse before you on that 
account, for I have been connected long enough with life insurance to 
'find that life insurance solicitors are respecters of no time or place. Like 
death, all seasons are yours, and there is no excuse for no speech or a 
short speech, whether it is very late in the night or very early in the 
morning. It may be that I come to that conclusion with a little personal 
feeling, because I believe this is the first time that I have ever had a 
chance to pay you back in your own coin. I never had a life insurance 
agent on a jury ; if I had I should certainly ask the court to extend the 
time that I might pay off a little of the debt I owe you. (Laughter.) 
But I have got you now, either by your consent or by your folly, in ask- 
ing me to speak to you where I can speak and really pay you back some 
of the eloquence which you have expended upon me — if I only had the 
eloquence. Although I may not have any feeling of compassion for 
the life insurance agent, yet there are gentlemen here for whom I have, 
and I will make my remarks brief, but you may thank them for it not 
yourselves. 

The toast is, ** The debt that the public owes to life insurance." Well, 
when I read it, the first thought that came into mind was, ** Which 
one of them ? " for there is a long series of them, more in fact 
than the series of indebtedness and bonds, etc., that it has been the 
habit for railroads to issue, and I scarcely know which one to touch 
upon in the few remarks I shall have to make. I pass by the well 
known debt that the public, a body corporate, owes to life insurance for 
saving the vast amount of taxation to be expended in the relief of pau- 
perism, and I pass by also the debt which the large public owes, as a 
collection of people, for the want and suffering which you prevent, and 
come to some practical questions, perhaps pertaining more immediately 
to the subject which you have so much in mind. It occurs to me that 
the first debt, at any rate, which the public owes to life insurance is to 
recognize the fact that it owes a debt to life insurance. (Applause.) It 
has not been so in the past. One of my friends well said that the public 
owes to life insurance, a public sentiment in its support, and that I 
believe to be a thing whjch should be cultivated. That debt should be 
paid by recognizing that it owes a vast debt to life insurance, and recog- 
nizing that it will begin to pay the debt. Another debt which it owes 
to life insurance is to recognize the fact that the business within the past 

118 



few years has been elevated immensely, has been elevated as a business. 
In former times there was reason for a distrust on the part of the public, 
but I am happy to say that a close observance for the past fifteen yeara 
shows that the reason for that distrust is rapidly passing away if it has . 
not entirely done so. (Applause.) It owes again a debt to life 
insurance to recognize it as a legitimate business, and so I must 
differ a little from some of my friends who have spoken. I believe 
the true theory of life insurance is to present it to the pub- 
lic as a legitimate business, that it is not a work wholly of charity 
and benevolence, but that fidelity to your own interests as solicitors is 
entirely consistent with fidelity to the companies you represent and with 
fidelity to the great public, as much as any other business that is pursued 
by any of us. (Applause.) And I think the public are beginning to 
recognize it. Formerly it was the practice to decry my profession, and 
it is and has been a standing joke until within a very few years— the 
joke upon the lawyers. It was true we had the consciousness of know- 
ing that while they abused it, and joked about us, if they ever got into 
any trouble they would run to us the first thing, if they wanted to select 
somebody in whom they would place implicit trust and confidence, they 
selected a lawyer in preference to any other man or any other profession 
in the community. (Applause.) Now they are beginning to recognize 
this; they recognize that life insurance agents are the synonyms 04 
industry, perseverance, persistence and eagerness to do their business 
and to perform their f^ork, and so if they wish to refer to anything in 
that way, or if they wish to talk about anybody being persistent almost 
beyond the extreme of decency, they cite the life insurance agent. That 
is nothing to be ashamed of. It is a compliment, gentlemen, which you 
compel from the community, that you are active in your business, and 
zealous in your business. (Applause.) 

There is another point, for I will be very brief on 
the points, I wish to suggest more for your consideration 
than anything else. There is a point wherein the public owes 
a debt to life insurance which, perhaps, they are beginning to pay, 
and that is to recognize that you gentlemen represent the legitimate life 
insurance, and the only legitimate life insurance. (Applause and cries 
of " good, good.") As a lawyer, as a citizen and as an insurance man, 
I have been completely amazed to see how apparently intelligent legis- 
latures will be hoodwinked and bamboozled by these specious schemes 
of men who are speculators, who get up a prejudice against, as they call 
them, old line insurance companies, and in favor of these new schemes ; 
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but the public is beginning to learn wisdom, it is beginning to pay. Qne 
of my friends tells me that in a single State, within a year or so, over 
three million dollars have gone into these wild-cat schemes, which the 
public are paying as a part for their education. The public then, I say, 
owes you an appreciation of the fact that you represent the only legiti- 
mate life insurance. The public owes this duty to itself to protect itself, 
and in protecting itself it owes to you and owes to life insurance a recog- 
nition of the fact that yours is a legitimate business, the same as any 
other business, and that they should endeavor by all means, and by all 
measures, that lie in their power to prevent the imposition which is being 
imposed upon the people of this country. (Applause.) I know it is a 
pretty difficult thing sometimes for people who are not insurance people 
to do that. But they must recognize this fact, and that is the practical 
point that I want to bring to your minds, that your business 
is as consistent as I have said before, that in your business fidelity 
to your own interests, fidelity to the company you represent and 
fidelity to the public are equally as consistent with each other as any other 
business which is held in high esteem and honor in the community. I 
regard life insurance as a business and not as a benevolent enterprise. 
What are we living for ? Why, we have those depending upon us and 
we want to make some provision for them when we are gone. I labor 
in my office, I labor in the court— for what ? For the fun of it— not 
much. (Laughter.) I labor for the happiness of those who are depend- 
ent upon me, hoping that when I am gone I shallihave left something 
upon which they can live. Is not that what we are all striving for in 
our various occupations and professions ? Is it not equally true of life 
insurance agents, and equally true of life insurance men? I might say, 
of course, I desire to act with good fidelity and with great benevolence 
towards my clients, and do them a cheerful thing, but that is not the 
practical way we look upon it. We look upon it as a matter of business, 
and I want the public to have reason from the manner in which you 
prosecute your business, to say that it is a legitimate business on a par 
with all other legitimate businesses, and when they do understand that 
then they will begin to pay that debt. (Applause.) 

The Toastmaster : 

We had the promise this evening of hearing from Mr. R. A. Gran- 
niss, the vice-president of the great Mutual Life Insurance Company of 
New York, but at a late hour there has been forwarded to us this letter 
which I shall read to you : 
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"New York, June 15. 1891. 
A, E, Bradley, Esq., Ohairman OamnUttee on Toasts^ Detroit, Muih, 

DsAB Sib : — I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
courteous paper of the 9th instant, advising me that I have been selected 
to respond to the toast, *' Our Companies," at the banquet to be given to 
the delegates of the National Life Underwriters' Association, on the 18th 
of June. 

I fully expected to be present on that occasion and to respond to the 
sentiment, but a severe attack of inflammation of the eye has rendered 
it unadvisable for me to undertake a railway journey at this time, and I 
shall therefore be unable to be present. 
With regrets, I am 

Very respectfully yours, 

R. A. Gbanniss." 

"We have with us, however, this evening, a gentleman representing 
the same company in another capacity, whom we all love to listen to, 
and I am sure that this would be an incomplete evening if I did not 
introduce to you the next speaker, Maj. William H. Lambert, of Phila- 
delphia. (Applause.) 

SPEECH OP MAJ. WM. H. LAMBERT, OP PHILADELPHIA. 

I appreciate, Mr. Toastmaster, most highly, the difficulty under 
which I appear before you, the embarrassment I feel in attempting to 
fill the place of one who could so properly speak to the theme that had 
been assigned him; and especially speaking at so late an hour, follow- 
ing such a galaxy of brilliant addresses, as it has been our privilege to 
listen to. I have been surprised that the audience has been held 
together so closely as it has been at this hour of the night. I know it was 
not in expectation that I was to speak that you remained, because my 
name had not been formerly announced. I can only account for it on 
the supposition that the larger number of the visiting delegations have 
not yet learned what time it is, whether to go by the local time, the 
eastern time, the standard time or the further western time. [Laughter.] 
I trust that my time may be counted by your time, as I start, and the 
western time as I finish. I do not wonder, gentlemen, that Detroit has 
become so popular as a center for conventions, for if this is a sample of 
the provision you make for the entertainment of your visiting guests, 
both as to food consumed and the intellectual food of which we are 
partaking, I do not wonder that both Presbyterian assemblies and 
Grand Army encampments are drawn to this place. [Applause.] And 
especially do I appreciate the attractiveness of the place when I find the 
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utter independence which characterizes the citizens of this beautiful 
city, which insists that if the State is not going to help us out, nobody 
else shall, and we will do it ourselves. [Applause.] But I take it th|it 
it is more than providing the means of entertainment, and more than 
affording happy addresses that has given you such pre-eminence as an 
entertainer and made you ho attractive to visiting conventions. 

We come here to find the members of the A. O. U. W., I believe it 
is, taking the places that we had carefully reserved several weeks ago, 
the rooms reserved for us, and which we found taken possession of by 
that order; that was somewhat stronger than ourselves, and many of 
whom we hoped to insure and therefore we were prevented from assert- 
ing our rights, as otherwise we should have done, because it is the 
policy of a peacemaking life insurance agent to affront no man whom it 
is possible to insure at some future time. (Applause and laughter.) 
But this committee has been particularly happy, I see, as I glance 
about the room, by the combinations of the little banners, which denote 
the assigned places of the various 'delegations; I note the happiness or 
propriety with which the combinations have been made. Now, if there 
are two cities in this country that have a common sympathy, it is the 
cities of St. Louis and Philadelphia. (Applause and laughter.) They 
both are situated upon the banks of great rivers, the waters of which, 
of one color, they drink, (applause and laughter), except, of course, on 
such occasions as the present — but this is a temperance occasion, and of 
course it was not provided for. (Laughter.) St. Louis used to have a 
grievance with which we of Philadelphia had no sympathy. We looked 
on afar and thought it was a little squabble of provincial interior towns, 
but since we have been relegated to the third place in population we 
have a keen and abiding sympathy with St. Louis in its antipathy to 
Chicago. (Applause and laughter.) 

I notice on the further verge, that the gi'eat city of New York has 
been placed in contiguity with Kansas City and Nebraska; New York, 
confident that for the next decade this wild and woolly city won't give 
it the go-by. (Laughter.) Had it been so closely associated with 
Chicago, which it is bound to do after the Columbian exposition — if 
indeed that ever be held— (laughter)'-there could have been no dwelling in 
peace and quiet; but until the distinguished representative of the legal 
profession, with that fineness and nicety of analysis, suggested the 
reason, I failed to understand why Boston and Chicago were associated 
at the san^e table; for it was supposed that the development of the one 
was at the head, while it was said of the oj;her that it was at the feet. 
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(Applause and laughter.) But the Intellectual ''culchah/' which Is 
now prevalent in that good city of Chicago, which is extending its 
foundation of a University, under whose shadow Tale is to be lost sight 
of, and Harvard is only to be a good second — that university whose 
prominent claim to distinction is to be the fact that it is going to 
educate the community on the subject of life insurance. (Applause 
and laughter.) Mr. Adams may speak of the inutility of teaching the 
dead languages, and may urge that something more in accord with the 
living present is the thing to be taught the budding scholar. Chicago, 
rising to its opportunity, and considering that there is no subject on 
which people need more enlightenment, has selected life insurance as 
the central chair, around which its biblical studies of Professor Harper 
and all other related sciences are to revolve. But, gentlemen of 
Chicago, allow me to say one word. It is my fortune to live in a city 
which fifteen years ago gave a great exposition, a city whose streets and 
whose homes were a throng of people, a city whose citizens thfn 
learned, for the first time, of the existence of relatives and friends of 
whom they had previously no knowledge. (Laughter.) And I want 
you, gentlemen of Chicago, in the innocence of your young manhood, 
not to be misled by any soft words of blandishment, or to speak more 
effectively, by any taffy that may be given you, but to attribute it to 
sincere admiration on the part of the speaker; but remember that the 
probability is that for each kind word so spoken at least one day's 
gratuitous shelter shall be given in your crowded city. I do not ven- 
ture to speak of other localities. In my city the name of Milwaukee 
stands not so much for life insurance as for a commodity much more 
tangible. (Laughter.) 

I appreciate, gentlemen, the difficulty of speaking after such elo- 
quent tributes have been paid to the genius of life insurance. It has 
been our 'privilege to-night to listen to glowing eulogiums upon this 
great theme, this divinity, before whom we bow, such as I have never 
heard before, and we all assent to the glowing sentences in which the 
beneficence of that genius has been set forth; but, gentlemen, to me is 
assigned a toast more concrete in its character — ''Life Insurance," is a 
beautiful phrase, but it is a sentiment, except as it finds expression in 
living facts. Christianity is a sentiment to which we all give assent, 
whatever may be our individual practices, but Christianity, as a name, 
has no power except as it is embodied in the lives and hearts of men. 
(Applause.) Life insurance, as a name, as an intangible force; whilst 
it may serve, and properly serve, to form the theme of these fine 



periods which so meet our approbation, is in itself nothing, except as it 
comes before us in the procession of the companies by which it is 
transacted; and life insurance wins its approbation only as those com- 
panics are worthy of the high cause they uphold and represent. 
(Applause.) As we look about this room, we see, not those names 
which are so familiar to us in our every day walk in life. There are 
not paraded before us the names of corporations whose servants and 
whose helpers we are, but the names of localities, not paraded in any 
offensive way, but simply as a convenient form of designating men asso- 
ciated in common work. 

There has been little said in our two distinct gatherings to indicate 
with which particular company any speaker was identified. There has 
been a complete submergence of individual preference, of individual 
interests in this broader field, this broader platform upon which we 
stand. And, I take it that it has been the highest type of the harmony 
wkich has pervaded our association in this, that although we are so 
keenly alive to the interests of our several companies and ourselves, we 
have been able to see that there was that in all of these companies 
which made all alike subjects worthy of our admiration and our praise, 
and I rejoice, gentlemen, that those sentiments which had elicited your 
warmest admiration to-night are those thoughts which have expressed 
that feeling of the brotherhood of our business, which leads us not to 
establish the one by attempting to pull down the other, but which in 
generous emulation seeks to push forward that which we represent, not 
because we would say that others are unworthy, but because we believe 
that in whose service we are enlisted is a worthy exponent of these high 
principles and worthy of any man's regard. (Applause.) The com- 
panies we represent differ greatly. Each presents claims for public 
patronage, each enforces these claims by strong argument, strongly 
presented by shrewd, capable, intelligent men ; and it would seem at 
first sight that where there was so much of difference there could be no 
common ground upon which we could meet, but in that old phrase 
quoted by our retiring president in his speech yesterday, we find the 
ground and reason for our existence. — "In non-essentials liberty, in 
essentials unity, in all things charity.'* (Applause.) And however 
much these companies of ours may differ in degrees, in one thing they 
are united, and that the essential thing, that the thing which we make 
the test of membership in our organization — that of ability to do that 
which they promise to do. (Applause.) And no man representing 
any company here would dare to say of any other here represented that 
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it is not able, to the full measure of its liability, to discharge to the 
uttermost penny every obligation. ( Applause.) 

And I take it, gentlemen, that this Association will be true to that high 
principle, that there shall enter into its fold none whose inherent weak- 
ness shall be such as to drag down others. The strength of the chain is 
of its weakest link. Let us see that every link in this chain is so forged 
as to stand the extremest strain. (Applause.) The gentleman at my 
left (Mr. Allen) gave to us to-night in phrase peculiarly fitting and 
presented in form such as I think none of us have ever listened to 
before, the value of our life insurance companies as conservers of the 
public faith, as conservators of the common honesty of the country. I 
take it that that is something that only recently we have given attention 
to — the fact that these companies of ours are doing so much to 
strengthen and uphold this great country of ours. The sentiment is 
magnificent — the sentiment of patriotism we appeal to, and thank Qod, it 
has never been appealed to in vain. (Applause.) But you remember that 
in that sacred address which was delivered by the greatest of Americans, 
on that momentous day when he assumed the responsibilities of an 
office which he was to surrender only when his soul passed to the Maker 
who gave it, he appealed to those mystic chords of memory which, 
stretching from every battlefield throughout the Union, should yet 
swell the chorus of our better feeling and so weld together in one inde- 
structible union this great convocation of States. (Applause.) As we 
look back to it now, it is hard to realize that such an appeal, made by such 
a man, seemed to be without its effect. But we know now that though 
for the time the union seemed to be broken, and the appeal to that sen- 
timent of the past seemed to be hopeless, that union never was broken 
afnd never shall be broken (enthusiastic cheers), and that union shall be 
stronger by these ties, which we sometimes consider grossly material, but 
which, entering into the web and woof of our existence, form its integral 
part. These life insurance companies, which, with their lines extend- 
ing to all quarters of our country, tend to weld together by appealing to 
that home feeling, that self-protection for the loved ones, form a great 
chain which is binding in indissoluble union all parts of our country, 
because we are so living, we are so transacting our business that the 
time cannot come when we can lose any part of our country without 
injury to the whole. You remember how, stronger even than those 
mystic chords of memory, was the fact, also appealed to by the great 
President, of the necessity of allowing the great river to go unvexed to 
the sea, that no division should be allowed to bar its waters to any sec- 
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tion of the country. And so this mighty river of life insurance, spread- 
ing its broad and genial current across the country, must ever go 
unvexed to that illimitable sea of the future ; no barrier shall dam its 
progress, n6 canals divert its current, but ever beneficent, more even 
than the famed river of Egypt, it shall go unvexed, each year spreading 
benefit, benediction and blessing, it shall go on for all time, a source 
forever, of ever increasing prosperity and enjoyment. (Applause.) 

The Toastmaster : 

We have with us this evening a gentleman whose presence with us is 
an important element in our enjoyment, and from whom I feel you all 
desire to hear, a representative of our government in Congress and a 
man who has been identified with the interests of this section in which 
we are located at this time, who is known (as many others of the speak- 
ers have been), and perhaps personally, to most of you. I am happy to 
introduce to you the Hon. J. Logan Chipman, our representative in 
Congress. (/Applause.) 

SPEECH OP HON. J. LOGAN CHIPMAN, OF DETROIT. 

Mr. ToASTMAflTBR AND GENTLEMEN : — I am Very unfortunate this 
evening, because I really did not know that I would be called upon to 
address you, and I am the only speaker who has not been given a subject. 
It has been said in regard to toasts that the best way to respond to them 
is to talk about something else, and perhaps upon that principle I am 
as well off as any of the other gentlemen who have spoken here to-night. 
(Laughter.) You all know I do not mean anything severe by the 
remark. 

I am not one of those who is ever looking at life insurance, or the 
solicitor of life insurance, from an humorous or ridiculous standpoint. 
It has always occurred to me that that business— and it is a business ; a 
social business, but still a business— that it had but one side, and that is 
a serious side. So that the little jokes or quips and quidities that are 
indulged in, which you even indulge in among yourselves, and which 
have been repeated here even this evening, have always occurred to me 
as being out of place. (Applause.) In the first place, I repeat, it is a 
business. In the second place, insurance should always insure ; and in 
the third place, the business has great public uses. If I had time, Mr. 
Toastmaster, I would be delighted to take this great subject up and 
discuss its relations, not simply to the individual, but to the happiness 
and the perpetuity of the American Union. (Applause.) 
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I can only cursorily advert to what I mean; and yet it seems to me to 
be patent that if any evils threaten us as a nation, they are evils of a 
social character, growing out of the condition of labor in the present, or 
as it may be, in the future. And I have marked, as you must have 
marked, that in France and Germany and elsewhere the thoughts of 
statesmen have been directed to this very subject in some of its aspects, 
the subject of provision for those who must labor or for those who may 
^et feeble. Even Bismarck, representative as he is of the purest ideas 
of despotism, of despotic force in government, has deemed it necessary, 
or did deem it necessary, during his tenure of power, to propose some 
method of assurance of the welfare and support of those laboring men 
who had become incapacitated by disease or by age. The same 
thought has struck the statesmen of France. And while it is not 
exactly life assurance in the sense in which we are considering it and 
know it, yet it is germane to that subject, and it points a moral or 
teaches a lesson, which admonishes us kow important the entire system 
may be and is in the economy of government. If every laboring man 
in this country had his life insured, if we could be certain that that 
would be for all time, I tell you, my friends, that for all time we would 
have no dangerous classes in this country, (applause), no men sullen 
and discontented; because under those circumstances, at his death those 
whom he left would not become paupers, to be the mere hewers of wood 
and drawers of water, or the suffering wretches whose conditions have 
brought about revolutions in other countries, and whose conditions 
might, if they existed in this country, bring about rebellion here. It 
would be a perfect safeguard, it would be a supplement to the Constitu- 
tion more indestructible even than the Constitution itself. 

If I could elaborate this, if I could dwell upon it here to-night, it 
would give me great pleasure ; but, my friends, the hour is so late that 
I cannot do it. And yet in a national sense it strikes me that that is 
the great aspect of this question, the fact that all evils which beset 
modern governments and modern society arise from the condition of 
labor and the tendency of man to go down in point of effort and in 
point of wealth ; and from the added fact that in your vocation, honestly 
i^arried out and wisely administered, there is a complete and perfect 
«afety valve. 

I hope, my friends, that you are patriots. We all should be patriots, 
not simply in name but in our heart of hearts. Our first duty is to our 
country, because our country embraces everything. It embraces our 
^omes, it embraces our families, it embraces ourselves, and in that 
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country is epitomized all that we know of ourselves, of freedom or of 
liberty. And therefore, with this mighty engine in your hands, with 
this power to make homes happy, with this new religion, this doctrine of 
man's happiness which you are preaching, do not make it a jest, a sub- 
ject for idle stories and for chaffing, from one to the other, but look at 
it in the high and serious light in which patriots should regard a power 
so strong for the good of their country. The country first, because the 
country is ourselves ; the country first, because in this country we 
believe that man may be freer than anywhere else, but the country 
always ; with the apprehension, which patriotism and which love for it 
will suggest, that bad and evil times may befall us, and that it is only 
by wisdom and foresight that we can prevent them from being the 
cause of our i;uin. 

Therefore, my friends, in all that we do we should bear that thought 
in mind, whether in life insurance, whether in the practice of the law; 
whether in preaching the word of God ; in every act of our lives we 
should remember to stand for the country first, last and always. 
(Applause.) We wish it to be great, we wish it to take its place among 
the nations of the world, where I say to you to-day it really is not, 
owing to false policies, which 1 will not go into to-night. But we wish 
it to stand erect and proud, the first among the greatest ; we wish its 
people to be happy, we wish them to be rich. But, my friends, every- 
body cannot be rich. We do however wish that all of our citizens may 
be decent and comfortable in their lives, in their families and in their 
homes. (Prolonged applause.) 

The Toastmaster : 

Gentlemen: — There is but one thing more by which we wish to 
detain you. I have a bundle of letters which I will not read, which 
express the regrets of many people whom we would like to have seen 
as representatives of the different companies in their official capacities, 
members and friends of different organizations throughout the country. 
In closing, I am simply desirous of calling upon one of the members of 
our own local association, whom I have asked to bid you good-night 
and farewell. I have pleasure in calling upon Mr. Charles P. Russell, 
of our association. 

GOOD-NIGHT WORDS BY CHARLES P. RUSSELL 
OF DETROIT. 
Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen : — In the prosecution of his work 
the life underwriter is constantly uniting with the clergyman in 
rfeminding people of the fact, that 
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" There is no union liere of hearts. 
That hath not here an end." 

The words of our toastmaster unite with the hands on his dial to 
indicate to us that the Second Annual Meeting of the National Life 
Underwriters' Association will soon be entwined with the pleasant 
memories of our lives. Two days of genuine pleasure have been ours. 
Now we keenly realize how much more agreeable it was to ''hail the 
coming " than it is "to speed the parting guest." 

Gentlemen of the National Association, we have been benefited by 
your visit. We have derived help and inspiration for the noble work 
in which we are engaged. We hope your good influences will prove to 
be like "the quality of mercy" not strained, but, "blessing him that 
gives and him that takes." 

In returning to your homes, some of you will travel great distances. 
When you are there, an^the friends gather about you, there is one thing 
in particular which the Michigan Association would like, if you could 
find it in your hearts to say to them. Tell them, that after a careful 
investigation, you find that our "reserve" is all right, that our 
"securities" are first class, and that we are not inclined to be mean 
about the distribution of the " surplus " ; that you left us amply able to 
take care of another National Association meeting, and that one of the 
last things we said to you, was : " Come again." 

Officers and members of the National Life Underwriters' Association, 
we thank you for holding your annual gathering in the City of the 
Straits. We thank you, and all of our guests for the pleasure of your 
company to-night. The pleasant memories of your visit will run 
through all the warp and woof of all our coming days, — a silver thread; 
and when the time comes for us to go out from this banquet hall, 

" We will shrink not from the word — * farewell/ 
As if 'twere friendship's final knell, 
Such fears may prove but vain. 

So changeful is life's fleeting day, 
When 'ere we sever, Hope may say, 
* We part to meet again '." 
So may it be — Good-night. (Applause.) 

And thus ended the Second Annual Convention of the 
National Association of Life Underwriters. 
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THE CLEVELAND ENTERTAINMENT. 



The Cleveland Life Underwriters' Association do 
Themselves Proud. 



In compliance with an invitation from the Cleveland Life 
Underwriters Association the delegates to the National Con- 
vention and their friends gathered at Cleveland Tuesday 
morning and were right royally entertained by the local 
association. The place of rendezvous was the Stillman 
House, and a show of hands at the noon hour showed nearly 
the entire delegation present. In the afternoon carriages 
were provided and the visitors were taken for a drive 
through Cleveland's pride, Euclid avenue, to the Garfield 
Memorial at Lake View Cemetery and, on the return, 
through Wade Park. Although the day was oppres- 
sively hot and the atmosphere heavily laden with dust, the 
drive was highly enjoyed and the beauties of the scenery 
fully appreciated. 

Shortly after the return a banquet was served, which 
proved to be a very fitting termination of the hospitality of 
the Cleveland brethren. Dinner was served at 7:30, and 
was a gastronomic success, as the subjoined menu indicates. 
The menu cards were very handsomely gotten up and were 
in most excellent taste. The first page was very artistically 
embossed, and on the inside pages was the following: 

COMPLIMEKTARY DmNER 

TENDBRBD TO 

National AssoekUion of Life UnderwriterB 

B7 

The (Jlef>dand Association of Life VnderwrUers, 
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The officers of the National Association are: Hon. 
George N. Carpenter, Boston, Mass., president; E. H. 
Plummer, Philadelphia, Pa., secretary ; William Eatcliflfe, 
New York, N. Y., treasurer. 

Officers of the Cleveland Association : C. E. Tillinghast, 
president; Frank L. Ford, secretary; O. N. Olmsted, 
treasurer. 

MENU. 

LITTLB NECK CLAMB. 

GBBEN TUBTLB, CLEAB. 

FILET OP TURBOT, A LA CABNE. 
POTATOES DUCHESSB. 

(Hdut Sauteme.) 

COTELBTTEB OF 8WEETBBEADB, SAUCE SXJPBEME. 
HABICOT VEBT. 

(P&ntet Canet.) 

TENDEBLOIN OF BEEF, PIQUE BIBTOBI. 
BAKED MASHED POTATOES. FBENCH PEAS. 

BOMAN PUNCH. 

BBOILED SPBING CHICKEN, WITH WATEBCBEB6. 

LETTUCE AND TOicATOES. {Moet d OhandoTi 

White Seal.) 

YANILLA ICE CBBAM. 

AB80BTED CAKE. 6TBAWBEBBIEB. 

CBACKEBS AND CHEEBB. 

COFFEE. 
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A large flower piece ornamented the dining room, com- 
posed mostly of roses and pinks, in which was the following 
in red letters on a white ground : 



THE GOOD FELLOWSHIP 
Life Inbubakob Compant. 

Hereby insures each of the officers and delegates of the National 
Association in the sum of 

One Hundred Thousand Dollars. 



The occasion was enlivened by music by the Odeon 
Banjo Club, and the excellent vocal and instrumental selec- 
tions furnished by them met with hearty expressions of 
delight and approval. 

Following is a complete list of those who were present 
and enjoyed the hospitality of the Cleveland Association : 

From without the insurance profemon : 

Wm. G. Rose, Mayor of Cleveland; W. H. Burr of The Indicator, 
Detroit; Max Cohen, editor and proprietor Views, Washington, D. C. ; 
Chas. A. Hewitt, editor the Argus, Chicago, HI.; Edward Kellogg, 
editor and proprietor the Underwriter, Philadelphia, Pa.; Frank H. 
Leavenworth, editor and proprietor The Indicator, Detroit; C. M. 
Ransom, President Standard Publishing Company, Boston, Mass.; 
A. Cochran of The Indicator, Detroit. 

By Companies: 

uEtna Life. — H. B. Meigs, Manager Southeastern Department, 
Baltimore, Md. ; C. S. Parker, Manager, Concord, N. H. 

Berkshire Life. — A. F. R Arndt, Assistant General Agent, 
Detroit; Wm. H. Dyer, Superintendent of Agencies, Boston, Mass.; 
Jas. Mansur, J^gent, Cleveland; E. H. Plummer, General Agent, 
Philadelphia, Pa.; Wm. D. Wyman, General Agent, Chicago, 111. 
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Bbooklyn Life. — Gteo. F. Hadley, Superintendent Agency Depart- 
ment, New York City, N. Y. 

CoKNBGTicuT Genebal Lifb. — Geo. H. Smalley, General Agent, 
Burlington, Vt. 

CoNHBOTicuT Mutual Life.— Alfred T. Richards, General Agent, 
Hartford, Conn.; C. E. Staniels, District Superintendent of Agencies, 
Concord, N. H. ; J. A. Wellman, General Agent, Burlington, Vt. 

Covenant Mutual Life.— E. Wilkerson, President, St. Louis, Mo. 

Equitable Life. — Arthur B. Abemethy, Manager New York 
Metropolitan District, New York City, N. Y. ; Qeo, A. Beaton, Man- 
ager Central Ohio, Mt. Vernon, Ohio; A. F. Campbell, Special Agent, 
Cleveland; M. T. James, General Agent, Youngstown, Ohio; Jas. B. 
Niver, General Agent, Boston, Mass.;. I. Lay ton Register, Financial 
Agent, Philadelphia, Pa.; W. J. Roddey, General Agent for the Caro- 
linas, Rock Hill, S. C; J. H. Snow, Cashier, Cleveland; Gage E. 
TarbeU, Resident Secretary, Chicago, 111.; C. E. Tillinghast, General 
Manager, Cleveland; E. M. Tillinghast, General Agent, Toledo; 
E. R. Tillinghast, Assistant General Manager, Cleveland; H. L. Traf- 
ford, Manager, Providence, R. I.; Wm. H. S. Whitcomb, General 
Agent for Vermont and Northern New York, Burlington, Vt. 

John ^Hancock Mutual Life.— J. T. Parrell, M. D., Providence, 
R. I.; J. K. Voshell, Superintendent for Rhode Island, Providence, R. I. 

Manhattan Life.— F. O. GuUifer, Gteneral Agent, Detroit; W. N. 
Sattley, Manager, Chicago, 111.; Wm. M. Woodruff, Manager, Cleve- 
land. 

Massachusetts Mutual Life. — Isaac S. Borley, General Agent, 
St. Albans, Vermont; J. Putnam Stevens, General Agent, Port- 
land, Me. 

Michigan Mutual Life.— O. N. Gaylord, General Agent, Cleve- 
land, Ohio; J. H. Robinson, General Agent, Detroit. 

Mutual Benefit Life. — Henry P. Goddard. General Agent, 
Baltimore, Md.; Sidney M. Hedges, General Agent, Boston, Mass.; 
Chas. E. Holt, General Agent, Cleveland; Lawrence A. Spicer, City 
Agent, Chicago. 111.; H. G. Van Tuyl, Special Agent, Detroit 

Mutual Life of New Yor^ — Edw. F. Berkley, Jr., of Berkley 
& Nisbet, Managers, St. Louis, Mo.; Chas. H. Ferguson, General 
Agent, Chicago, 111. ; Wm. H. Lambert, General Agent, Philadelphia, 
Pa. ; Thos. P. Morgan, Jr., Executive Special Agent, Washington, D. C. 
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National Life.— M. E. Cozad, General Agent, Cleyeland; Qeo. P. 
Dewey, General Agent, Portland, Me.; Frank Read, General Agent, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

New EBTGLAin) Mutual Life. —A. 8. Chatfleld, Agent, Washing- 
ton, D. C; E. H. Dermitt, Manager, Pittsburgh, Pa.; J. B. Pendergast, 
(General Agent, Cleveland; Wm. Ratcliffe, General Agent, New York 
City, N. Y.; Amos Wakelin, General Agent, Philadelphia, Pa. 

New Yobk Life.— R. D. Bokum, State Agent, Cleveland; Frank 
Block. General Agent, St. Louis, Mo.; Benj. S. Calef, Manager New 
England Department, Boston, Mass. ; John D. Church, General Agent 
North and South Carolina, Charlotte, N. C. ; E. P. Clark, General Agent, 
Rochester, N. Y.; C. B. Gay, Inspector, Cleveland; Alex Harbison, 
Ckneral Agent, Hartford, Conn. ; Geo. P. Haskell, Manager, New York 
City, N. Y.; S. E. Mulford, Resident General Agent for Ohio, Cleve- 
land; Carlton H. Reeve, Financial Agent, Cleveland. 

NoBTHWBSTEEN MUTUAL LiFE. — Henry C. Ayres, General Agent, 
Pittsburgh, Pa.; M. D. L. Hayes, General Agent, Rochester, N. Y.; M. 
A. Marks, General Ag:ent, Cleveland; H. F. Norris, Home Special, 
Rochester, N. Y.; J. C. Trask, Gkneral Agent, Cleveland. 

Pbnn Mutual Life.— Darwin Barnard, General Agent, Boston, 
Mass.; Jas. C. Biggert, General Agent, Pittsburgh, Pa.; A. C. 
Chisholm, Special Agent, Detroit; Jas. H. Hoyt, Attorney, Cleveland; 
F. A. Kendall, Capt. U. S. Army, (Retired), General Agent, Cleveland; 
Nathan Kendall, Special Agent, Cleveland; Henry C. Lippincott, Man- 
ager of Agencies, Philadelphia, Pa. ; Jos. W. Pressey, General Agent, 
Rochester, N. Y.; Calvin S. Smith, General Agent, Chicago, 111. 

Phgenix Mutual Life. — Geo. F. d'Utassy, General Manager, Balti- 
more, Md. 

Pbovidbnt Life and Trust Company. — J.W. Lewis, Special Agent, 
Cleveland; BenJ. H. Lightfoot, General Agent, Pittsburgh, Pa.; F. W. 
Morris, Special Agent, Cleveland; S. S. Saffold, General Agent, Cleve- 
land. 

Standard Accident Insurance Company.— J. T. Patton, State 
Agent, Detroit. 

State Mutual Life. — A. E. Bradley, General Agent, Detroit; 
Frank L. Ford, General Agent, Cleveland; G. Staley, Special Agent, 
Canton, Ohio. 

Trayelebs Insurance Company.— John H. Nolan, General Agent, 
Chicago, HI. ; Horace W. Power, State Agent, Cleveland. 

Union Central Life. — W. F. Wright, New York, State Manager, 
Buffalo, N. Y. 
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Union Mutual Life.— Hugh A. Holmes, Manager, Detroit; Edson 
D. Scofield, Superintendent of Agencies, Portland, Me. ; James Sinkin- 
son. Manager, Portland, Me. 

United States Life.-— Edwin W. Christy, Manager, Cleveland. 

Washington Life.— Sam'l L. Adams, Agent, Durham, N. C; I. F. 
Harris, District Agent of Western Pa., Pittsburgh, Pa. ; Chas.W. Holden, 
General Agent, Boston, Mass.; T. D. Kimball, General Agent, St. 
Louis, Mo. 

After the guests had done ample justice to the bill of 
fare, and cigars were lighted, President Tillinghast, of the 
Cleveland Life Underwriters* Association, said : 

Gentlemen — We have but an hour longer before the boat leaves for 
Detroit, but I wish to say right here that no one need be uneasy, for we 
know exactly when the boat will leave. 

When in Boston a year ago it was decided to hold our next annual 
meeting at Detroit, it occurred to some of the Cleveland delegates 
that inasmuch as most of the members of the Association came from 
east of this point it perhaps might be pleasant to break the long ride 
here and after a little rest and refreshment complete the journey to 
Detroit by boat. Hence the invitation to you to that effect, and this 
little picnic under the tree by the wayside. 

The Cleveland Association is delighted that so many found it con- 
venient to honor it with their presence, and extends a most cordial 
welcome. If joy is contagious, you will all surely catch it from us, 
and thus the whole lump will be leavened with delight. 

We are under contract to try and charm you with informality, and 
therefore enjoin you each and all to be perfectly at ease and consider 
himself entirely at home. 

I have considerable I wish to say to you about Ohio, but the time 
being so limited, I will only express the hope that you wiir notice 
its topography. All roads in Ohio lead to Cleveland, and Cleveland 
was laid out by a wooden-nutmeg Yankee. (Laughter). He was just 
cute enough to fix things so that the very tow-paths lead to Washington 
and the White House. If any of you wish to be President, all you 
have to do is to come to Cleveland and get the right tow-path at the 
right time, and you will surely succeed. Sometimes you will travel 
with Payne and inconvenience, and sometimes you can't Hoadly get 
there, but if you will sand the track with flrst-class Standard oil you 
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will get there in a Brioe via the Vestibule train or the McKinley Bill^ 
that is to say, if McKinley does not get there first. (Laughter.) 

Speaking of the McKinley bill reminds me of what wonderful things 
it has done for Ohio. 

Before it became a law most of our manufactories were of iron, car- 
riages, glass, and those things we call et eaetera; but since that time t&ere 
has sprung up a great industry in "yarns," and thus far we have not 
been able to half supply the newspapers, let alone the commercial 
tourists. (Laughter). 

[Introducing Mr. C. M. Bansom.] Since life insurance is one of the 
most potent factors for good existing at the present day, the man who 
does most to promote its interests and elevate and purify its methods, is 
a philanthropist and a benefactor of his race. 

We are favored in having with us to-night such a man, one who 
devotes time and money and care to this cause, and at the same time 
is so unselfish that he will not accept a token of appreciation of his 
most valuable services. I refer to the father of the Life Insurance 
Association, the uncrowned king of the underwriters' profession, the 
Hon. Chauncey M. Ransom, of the United States. (Prolonged 
applause.) 

A delegate : 

** Three cheers for Ransom." 

SPEECH OP MR. C. M. RANSOM, OP BOSTON. 

Mb. President and Gentlemen: — I thank you for your very 
fiattering and courteous greeting, and as I earnestly believe your heart- 
felt greeting for a fellow-man who is working, and working faithfully 
in the same cause in which you are engaged. I am, I suppose, from 
the introduction, a free lance here, and I may say what it pleases me; I 
am not tied down to any particular topic or subject. 

A delegate : 
"Let her go." 

Mr. Ransom : 

All right, my friend. Now there are times to be serious and there 
are times to be funny, so I always carry with me on my right my funny 
friend, Major Calef (laughter). I never was funny in my life; serious- 
ness is my nature. Now to be serious with you, the Major has a speech 
written out, and he has insisted upon my reading it. I have declined 
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to do 80 ; I would rather talk to you than read. My friend at the end 
of the table (Mr. Haskell, of New York,) has also written out a speech 
of some 17 or 18 pages which he expects me to read, and in addition to 
all this I have myself about 20 pages which I composed before getting 
here. But my good friend Tillinghast has prevailed upon me to let you 
off with a lighter punishment and I have yielded to his earnest pe]> 
suasion (laughter). 

To be serious with you, gentlemen, the business in which you are 
engaged is a serious business ; it is a business that is doing more good 
for the future of this country to a much larger extent, I dare say, than 
any of the gentlemen surrounding this table conceive of at the present 
time. It is contributing to the cause of education, it is contributing to 
the cause of morality, it is contributing to the upbuilding in this . 
country of a higher civilization than that of any other nation on the 
face of God's green earth. (Applause and cries of "good.") Life 
insurance has not reached its zenith in this country, but it is to-day 
contributing to the depopulation of your prisons and alms-houses; it 
will entirely destroy the necessity for your police force and police 
prisons. It is educating the people of this country to a higher sense of 
the duty of the American citizen, and it is educating them from a 
moral standpoint from which they never can retrograde while life con- 
tinues with them. The Life Underwriters' Associations of this country, 
while of but brief duration, the oldest being less than nine years in 
existence, have contributed to a larger extent than we are aware of to 
this great growth. A year ago when the National Association was 
organized we had but fourteen associations, and yet we thought we 
were a glorious and a grand family as we assembled in the Parker 
House in Boston. 

Major Calef : 
So we were. 

Mr. Bansom : 

I grant what you say to be true, Major ; you always tell the truth. 
But to-day this grand family has grown from 14 to 23, and I look 
forward to the time when every State and Territory in this country will 
be represented annually in the conventions of the National Association 
of Life Underwriters by local organizations. When that time comes, 
when you have enlisted all the men engaged in this great work of life 
insurance in this country, the numbers will swell into thousands and 
perhaps tens of thousands, and it will be something you will all look 
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back upon as being proud of and proud that you were connected with 
it. If there is any profession known to man of which the gentlemen 
engaged in it should be proud, it is the profession of life insurance. 
(Applause). I remember the time when a slur was cast at a man if he 
said he was engaged in the life insurance business. I remember a friend 
ot mine was once riding in a Pullman car. He was in the life insur- 
ance business, and was as fine a gentleman and as bright a man as ever 
lived. The passengers engaged in conversation and it was not long 
before my friend was looked upon as being the brightest one amongst 
them. Finally one of the other passengers asked him what business he 
was engaged in, and when the reply came that he was engaged in the 
life insurance business every man in the car turned his back upon him 
and would have nothing more to do with him. But to-day, gentlemen, 
I want to say to you, that the man who says, ''I am engaged in life 
insurance,'' stands up the peer of any man who ever lived. (Applause and 
cheers). No man engaged in this business need blush to own his pro- 
fession ; he should be proud of it. Every honest man who is engaged 
in it — and life insurance has no use for any but an honest man (cries of 
*'Hear, hear") — should be proud to acknowledge the fact. Here, 
to-night, there is not a face you can look into upon which you do not 
see intelligence and character depicted. 

We are all limited to three minutes and a half, and I have already 
consumed three minutes of my time, but I want to say to the President 
and members of the Cleveland Underwriters Association, who have 
greeted us so cordially and with such open hospitality, that we — and 
when I say we, I mean every gentleman engaged in the life insurance 
business in this country —feel under deep obligations to you for your 
kindly entertainments on this occasion. (Applause.) 

I have a great many more things I would like to say to you and will 
do so, but at some future time, and if I cannot reach you by word of 
mouth I will do it in some other way, I am bound. I thank you for 
your attention and wish you all God-speed and God bless you. (Pro- 
longed applause.) 

The President : 

I presume that every gentleman present knows that Mr. Ransom is 
the editor of one of our leading periodicals, published in Boston, and 
while I introduced him as of the United States (and he does belong* to 
us all) he lives in Boston where so many able men live. 

We have a gentleman here to-night first in war — if there ever is 
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any war — first in good-fellowship and first in the hearts of the Execu- 
tive Committee, (laug^^ter) Major Benjamin S. Calef . (Applause.) 

Major Calef : 

Mr. President and Gentlemen: — I did not expect to be called 
upon this evening. I supposed that this was to be a go-as-you-please, 
and I must say that since I landed in this part of the country I have 
found it somewhat in that way. It has suggested to me a little anecdote 
of the man who stands in front of a tent where there was offered for 
exhibition a dwarf. He was himself the most remarkable dwarf on 
earth, but he paid his ten cents and went inside. He looked all around 
and finally said, " Where is the dwarf ? " A man looked up and said, 
'* lam the dwarf." 

"Be damned you are, you are five feet eight." 

*' I know I am," said the man, " and that is the curiosity." (Laugh- 
ter.) 

So it is with me when I say I have not anything to say — and anybody 
who ever heard me say anything knows that is true. 

I wish to say that so far, never have I had a better time in my life, 
except, perhaps, when I had the pleasure of meeting a great many of 
you in Boston. We have all enjoyed ourselves very much, and I wish 
to thank you heartily for your kindly entertainment. (Applause.) 

The President: 

I now have the distinguished honor of introducing to you our Mayor, 
Hon. William G. Rose. (Applause.) 

SPEECH OF HON. WILLIAM G. ROSE, MAYOR OF 
CLEVELAND. 

Mr. President and Gentlemen: — I am thankful to you for this 
courteous greeting; it is entirely unexpected. I simply wish to say to 
you that I am very much pleased that you stopped here on your way to 
Detroit, and in behalf of the citizens of Cleveland, it affords me great 
pleasure to give you hearty welcome. I am sorry you are not going to 
remain longer. 

A delegate : 
So are we. 

Mr. Eose : 

I have no doubt that you enjoyed your little ride to-day, and I wished 
and expected to be with you. I think you will say with me, and I do 
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not think I am boastful, that you passed over one of the handsomest 
streets in the world. 

A delegate : 
You are right. 

Mr. Eose : 

It would have afforded me great pleasure to have gone with you to 
some of our commercial industries. We have here in Cleveland, about 
8,000 manufactories, employing some 80,000 hands. In those factories 
are made almost every article in iron, glass and steel, that you can find 
anywhere in the markets of the world. It would have been a great 
pleasure to have visited our ship-yards. Probably you are aware that 
Cleveland is now the largest ship-building port in the whole chain of 
lakes. Recently our people bid against the United States sea-board 
ship-builders of government vessels, and they received two contracts. I 
could elaborate here for a long time on the interesting qualities of our 
city. We have a law here in Ohio which requires every man who is 
going to build a house to submit his plans and the estimate of the cost 
to the building inspector. The books of our building inspector shoW 
that in the ]ast two years there were over 8,000 buildings erected in this 
city. In the month of May last, there were 448 permits taken out, and 
the estimated cost was over $800,000. I simply mention these matters 
to show you we are growing. The last federal census shows that in the 
last ten years we have increased in population over 100,000. I have no 
time to elaborate on these matters. 

I wish to say that some time ago I read an article in a newspaper, 
and it went on to say that if one wanted to find a really smart man, a 
man who was a keen observer of human nature, a man who is a good 
diplomatist, a man who would make a good United States minister to a 
foreign country, or a man whom you would select for United States 
Senator, or even for President, watch for the meeting of the National 
Association of Life Underwriters and throw a stone at the crowd and 
you will be sure to hit one every time. (Applause.) I never believed 
that fact until to-night, but judging from the faces I see before me I am 
satisfied it is so. In fact, I think you could throw stones here and get 
three or four fellows who would make good Presidents. 

I thank you, gentlemen, for your kind attention, and hope that at 
some future time, not far distant, Cleveland may have the honor of 
entertaining the convention of the National Association of Life Under- 
writers. (Applause.) 

140 



The president: 

I was going to say to you that we have here in Cleveland a very pecu- 
liar kind of Rose, a Rose without thorns. I mention that last word, if 
you will notice, in the plural — thorns. (Laughter.) 

We have with us a gentleman who has for several years held the 
eminent and lucrative office of chief counsel for a prominent life insur- 
ance company, and I understand he has never lost a case. He will 
address you upon the subject of the policy-holder^Hon. James H. 
Hoyt. (Applause.) 

SPEECH OP HON. JAMES H. HOYT OP CLEVELAND. 

Mb. PRBsroENT AND GuNTLBMBisr— I Only claim the title of Honora- 
ble because of the fact that I am attorney for a life insurance company. 
(Applause and laughter.) I do not propose to make you a speech 
to-night because I have not the time. I am appearing really in a new 
role, because heretofore in all insurance matters I have represented the 
company, not the policy-holder, and I can assure you from my experi- 
ence that I have had considerable difficulty in persuading twelve men of 
average intelligence that the insurance company was always right and 
the policy-holder wrong, or in upholding the interest of the company 
against the tears of widows or the desires of an administrator to swell 
the cash assets of an estate so that he could get his statutory fee out of 
it. The general tendency of a juror toward a life insurance company 
is pretty well illustrated by a story which I will tell you. An Irishman 
happened to be shipwrecked on an inhospitable shore he knew nothing 
about, and after he had been thrown up by the breakers and had recov- 
ered his breath somewhat, he started inland. To the first inhabitant he 
met he said : " Oi don't care a damn what the name of this counthry is, 
but Oi want to know what koind of a governmint ye have here, and 
O'ill tell you in the fursht place, be jabers, Oi*m agin it." (Laughter.) 
I flattered myself for a little while that I was going to have a new exper- 
ience to-night in representing the interest of the policy-holder. Here- 
tofore it has been my luck, as I have stated, in representing the insurance 
company to come before a jury of policy-holders, but to-night in repre- 
senting the policy-holder I find that I appear before a jury of insurance 
companies. I wish to say just two things and then I am going to sit 
down — perhaps three, but it will be only a moment. Of course, you 
have not the time to listen to any lengthy speech from me, but there 
are two or three things I think ought to be suggested. These endowment 
policies you have been getting out are admirable things, and you expect 
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US x>olicy-holder8 to trust you. Of course, we will get the money some 
day, probably, but why would it not be better for us if you would pay 
us the money at once and let us pay the premiums out of the money, 
instead of first paying you the premium and getting the endowment 
after a long number of years. This is a mere suggestion, and I don't 
know whether it will have any weight or not. Then there is another 
thing I think you ought to do without, and that is the medical examin- 
ation. I do not think there is a man living who has not the lingering ' 
suspicion that he has some fatal disease lingering about him, and when 
you get a man up to the point of providing for his family, it is tremen- 
dously discouraging to have to go before a physician and have his chest 
measured and his lungs tested, heart examined, etc. As I said, these 
are mere suggestions. (Laughter.) 

I think I have now exhausted probably a minute and a half of my 
time, and I am going to tell you a story and then sit down. The Army 
of the Potomac, so I was told by a very gallant officer, one who was 
there, had a banquet some years ago in New York at which two Irish 
ofQlcers who were members of the 69th Regiment, an Irish regiment, 
were present. It occurred to Col. Corcoran after the regular toasts had 
been finished and impromptu ones offered to the different regiments 
and divisions of the Army of the Potomac, that no mention had been 
made of the 69th. Our two friends had been partaking liberally of the 
wine, and one jumped up and said: ''Moike, amid all the toasts that 
have bin fiying around this avening, no mintion has bin made of the 
69th rigimint of Noo Yarruk, and if ye will sthand' up be moi side 
O'ill git on a chair and hould me arrum on your shoulder, and OMU 
propose an appropriate toast molself ." So Mike got up and Pat stood 
on a chair resting his arm on Mike's shoulder and said : ''Mr. Toast- 
master, amid all the toashts that have bin flyin' round so promiscuously 
this avening, no mintion has been made of the 69th rigimint of Noo 
Yarruk, an Irish rigimint— God bless it — which had the honor of 
enrolling me amongst its mimbirs, and I propose to rectify that omission 
mysilf , so here's to the 69th rigimint of Noo Yarruk, an Irish rigimint 
— God bless it, commanded by owld Col. Corcoran, the lasht to reach 
the field of battle and the firsht to lave it." (Laughter.) Of course, 
amid the laughter that followed, Mike saw that Pat had made a big 
mistake and he turned around to him and said: "Pat, you played hell 
with that toasht. You stand up now and let me lane on your shoulder and 
0*ill fix it.'' So he got up and said: ** Mishter Toastmaster and gintle- 
men, me gallant comrade on my roight, in the toasht which he has 
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offered this avening to the 69th rigimint of Noo Yarruk, has succeeded 
very well in getting the cart before the horse, and 01 will now reverse 
the relation by offering another toasht. So here's to the 69th rigimint 
of Noo Yamik, an Oirish rigimint, God bless it, commanded by Col. 
* Corcoran, and aqual to none." (Prolonged laughter.) 

On behalf of the policy-holders I offer the same toast to the National 
Association of Life Underwriters, but I will say it somewhat differently 
— equaled by none. (Applause.) 

The President : 

I take pleasure in introducing to you Major Lambert of Philadelphia. 

SPEECH OF MAJOR LAMBERT OF PHILADELPHIA. 

Mb. Pbesidbnt and Gbktlbmbn :— There is one thing that I have 
noticed at our various insurance banquets, and that is, that no sentiment 
is so well received as that which praises ourselves. I take it that that is 
largely due to Col. Ransom, as the father of the Association, for at each 
successive meeting he piles on the taffy just a little stronger than he has 
done at the previous one. (Laughter.) So if I follow in the same strain, 
I trust it will be considered an excuse and not plagiarism. I take it 
that one of the advantages of our Association is that it brings together, 
in contact with each other, men who are engaged in the same business, 
but on widely separated fields, and who, in the ordinary course of events, 
have little opportunity of becoming acquainted with each other, but 
who, when brought together as we are brought together, have a sense 
of mutual self-respect, greatly heightened by contemplation of the fact 
that the men with whom we are associating we conceive to be entirely 
worthy of the' high business in which they are engaged. (Applause.) 
The time has gone by when it is necessary for the life insurance agent 
to apologize for his business, or in the spirit of the boy who whistles as 
he goes by the graveyard to keep his courage up, and by saying, ''Ain't 
I a pretty good sort of a fellow for the business I am engaged in?" 
The time has gone by for all that, and I do not think it is necessary for 
ourselves to pat ourselves on the backs in that particular direction as if 
it were a matter which were in doubt, and which required this constant 
reassertion of the fact to convince us of that one thing. Let us take 
some things for granted, and that is that our business is honorab^, and 
that our fellow-workers may, should, be and are honorable. (Cries of 
-good.'0 
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I think our friends in Cleveland were somewhat sorprised to find how 
large a response to their invitation has been given. A most liberal con- 
stmction of the invitation appears also to have been given. If I remem- 
ber rightly, the invitation was to those associations in the East who 
naturally might pass through Cleveland on the way to Detroit, asking 
them to stop here. But I do not know by what justification men from 
St. Louis and Chicago have come around this way Oaughter) unless it be 
from the fact that all roads lead to Cleveland. However, we are all 
glad to see them, and we hope to take advantage of their company on 
the boat to-night and to-morrow morning. 

It was gratifying to-day to be driven over that avenue of which you 
are so justly proud, and I do not know that my thoughts tended so 
much to the beauty of the avenue as they did to the consideration of 
what a magnificent field for the life insurance agent is here presented. 
I could readily see from the appearance of the houses that grace the 
avenue the reason why this Cleveland Association lives so harmoniously, 
for I take it for granted that any man who can occupy so many feet of 
ground, on so prominent an avenue, must be capable of carrying a full ' 
line of insurance and insure in every company, so that there can be no 
competition between agents as to which company the man shall choose. 
[Laughter and applause.] 

But there was another aspect of that ride along the avenue which 
delighted me most greatly, and that was separate and apart from the 
life iiisurance sentiment, but associated with that sentiment, which 
after all has gone so far to make possible for us to combine associations 
which we call a National Association of Life Underwriters, and that 
was the opportunity of gazing upon that magnificent memorial which 
has been erected in your beautiful cemetery to that honored President 
of the United States. [Cheers and applause.] It was our. privilege to 
gaze upon that, with its pictured walls bringing to mind the events in 
that memorable career, and most of all that appalling event which, 
whilst it brought consternation to our hearts and sorrow to every house- 
hold, recalled the memories of that scene that spread a pall over this 
triumphant land in April of '65. And there was the thought that 
though it was a bloody sacrifice, though it seemed to threaten our 
national existence even, after the war itself had ceased it followed that 
when the President of the United States was struck down, the lamenta- 
tion we felt was not that of a narrow political party, not that of a single 
section of our country, but the lamentation of the people of the United 
States! [Applause.] As I saw depicted on those walls those figures 

144 



which represented the memorial tribute paid by all sections of this 
country, north, east, south and west, I felt that in accordance with this 
death there was given us that proof that the Union was indeed an 
established fact, that the war was indeed over, and that whatever dif- 
ferences might divide us in the future, it was established beyond 
peradventure that these States were and they were to remain united. 
[Applause.] 

It is in that spirit, gentlemen, that I think we have cause for congrat- 
ulation on the formation and successful existence of a National Asso- 
ciation of Life Underwriters. I rejoice that to-day and to-morrow there 
will be represented in your sister city of Detroit these different states 
from the North, the South, the East and the West ; that the Oarolinas, 
and Missouri and Kentucky and Georgia will unite with us in considering 
the interests of this great interest of our country, which is doing so 
much to cement and rivet still more closely the bonds which unite us. 
It is binding together all sections of this country ; it is giving to each an 
interest in every part. Companies may exist in Pennsylvania, Ohio, 
New York or Massachusetts, but their policy-holders are the people of 
the United States (applause); and they have in this institution such a 
deep-seated interest as shall be a pledge and a promise for the years to 
come of the stability of this government. Therefore, rightly do we 
rejoice that we have a National Association of Life Underwriters. 

Is my time up, Mr. President? (Cries of "Go on.") 

Our friend, Mr. Hoyt, who has spoken here, has pleased to refer to 
us as honest men. He is not the first policy-holder, however, to suggest 
the payment of the endowment in advance, with the premiums to come 
after. I am afraid, Tiowever, that would not do, for I think the policy 
would lapse before the hour for maturity had arrived. But some of us 
do issue policies without consideration, without demanding something 
in advance. You know some of our companies say: "We have our 
policies without any conditions on them," but all the same they are 
printed on the back, but in such fine print that the public do not wish 
to spend time to read them. (Laughter.) 

But, gentlemen, there is a policy on the wall which stipulates no 
conditions and which makes profuse promises, although perhaps it 
would be unfair to put it to a test. It reads : " The Good Fellowship 
Life Insurance Company hereby insures each of the officers and dele- 
gates to the National Association in the sum of one hundred thousand 
dollars." 

You will notice that there is not a single stipulation in that, and 
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I think it is only a very graceful way of the Cleveland Association 
stating that they extended to us their hearty good will. 

I thank you, gentlemen, very heartUy for this magnificent entertain- 
ment. (Prolonged applause.) 

The President: 

I now have the pleasure of introducing to you the prince of good 
fellows, C^rge P. Haskell, of New York. (Applause.). 

Mr. Haskell : 

Mr. Phbsidbnt and Gbntlbhbn :— The hour is late and I will not 
detain you with any attempt at wit, and if you will please excuse me 
I will communicate to you the contents of this telegram, which I 
received on arriving in your city this morning. While this telegram is 
addressed to me, it is more properly intended for the President and 
members of the Cleveland Association. It reads as follows: 

"Montreal, June 15. Gleorge P. Haskell, Stillman House, Cleveland. 
Thanks for your letter and to-day's telegram. Kindly assure the gentle- 
men of the Cleveland Association of my regret at being unable to join 
our delegation in enjoying their hospitality. I am very sorry to miss 
that happy occasion, and sincerely wish for you all a reviving and 
refreshing meeting. I join you at Detroit. Tours faithfully, Charles 
H. Raymond. 

A delegate : 

Three cheers for Raymond. 

The President: 

I will introduce to you now the Secretary of the Association, Mr. E. 
H. Plummer, of Philadelphia. 

Mr. Plummer: 

Mb. Pbbbident and Gentlbhbn :— I will only detahi you at this 
juncture while I read the following : 

"The delegates of the National Association have received, with great 
pleasure and delight, the hospitalities of the Cleveland Association on 
this occasion. We recognize in the warmth of youc reception, an 
evidence of that good fellowship for which we are all so earnestly 
striving. Ckntlemen of Cleveland, one and all, we tender you our 
heartfelt thanks, and trust that through these gatherings a bond of 
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sympathy will be established which years shall strengthen and time 
never lessen." (Applause.) 

The President : 

I am sorry that time prevents calling on other gentlemen hereto 
whom we should all be pleased to listen. I will now introduce to you 
my good friend, Mr. F. A. Kendall, of this city, who will bid you good 
night. 

Mr. Kendall : 

Mb. PiiEsroBNT AND Gbntlbmen — Last night in the heat of the 
evening' I was sitting upon the lawn in a rather dubious frame of mind, 
when my wife said to me: *' What is the matter with you this evening?" 
I told her that I had to say* good-night to the delegates this evening, and 
then she said: *' Well, my dear fellow, I think that is a very inappro- 
priate man for a very inappropriate subject. Do those delegates expect 
to go to Detroit to-morrow night?" (Laughter.) She knows me. I 
wondered what she meant. I was speaking with a gentleman this 
afternoon and he said: ** Well, Kendall, where are you in this thing? " 
I told him that I believed I was elected to say good -night to the boys. 
"You are devilish lucky," he said. ** I always like to be the last man 
to speak at a banquet, because I usually do not care a damn what I say 
myself and neither do the other fellows." (Laughter.) 

I remember a beautiful good-night that was made a year ago in 
Boston, and I agree with my wife that this is an inappropriate subject 
for me at this time, because, my dear fellows, this is just the shank of 
the evening and we have just begun this play. The curtain has just 
dropped upon the first act, and the play is to be resumed on the Detroit 
boat in about thirty minutes, and the final denouement of all will be in 
Detroit to-morrow. I now respectfully appeal to our Detroit brethren 
with whom we made a contract, when they objected to this little sojourn 
by the way, to land you all in Detroit to-morrow morning in good shape 
and in good condition to proceed with the work of the Convention. I 
respectfully submit to our Detroit brethren who are present that we are 
now finished, and that as far as the- present condition shows we have 
carried out this contract. (Laughter.) We have only been able to give 
you a mere glance of Cleveland. This is only an afternoon racket, but 
we have it in our minds for 1895. You see we are not selfish, but about 
1895 we think we will get 9urselves in such shape that we will be able 
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to entertain you right royally. This is simply a review. I bid you all 
a pleasant good-night and hope to meet you in Detroit in as good condi- 
tion as I now leave you. 

At the conclusion of the speaking, the guests were driven 
to the wharf, where they took the boat for Detroit, well 
pleased with their pleasant entertainment and the elegant 
hospitality of their Cleveland brethren. 



EVEBY LIFE INBTJUANCE AGENT INTEBESTED. 

Do the vast army of life insurance agents of this country know that 
the F. H. Leavenworth Publishing Co., Detroit, Mich., the publishers 
of The Indicatob, publish a little vest pocket memorandum book 
which will save time and make money for every life insurance agent 
using one? 

Well, such is the case, and this little book is called the Life Agent's 
TiCKLBB AND INSURANCE Recobd, cach book is ruled for 384 entries, 
and each entry represents a possible candidate for life insurance. The 
prices are as follows: 

No. 1 Manilla bindlD? 25 cents each. 

No. 2 Cloth '• 50 " 

No. SLeather " 75 

For 10c a line extra we will print agent's name in gold on the cover 
of No.'s 2 and 8. 

Any of the above promptly sent on receipt of price named. 
For small orders, remittance is requested with the order. 

Address, F. H. LEAVENWORTH PUBLISHING CO., 

Dbtkoit. Mich. 
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Provident "^^ 5"? ™?r ^° 




LOW 

DEATH 

PATE 



OF PHILADELPHIA. 

HE rate of mortality is less than 
that of any other company, and 
the dividends arising from that 
source will be correspondingly 
larger. The exhaustive report 
published by the Company, cov- 
ering an experience of twenty years, 
shows that the number of deaths was 
one-third less than the number which 
should have occured in accordance 
with the indications of the American 
Experience Table of Mortality. Such 
a percentage of gain was never before 
realized. 



LOW 

DEATH 

RATE 



SAM'L R. SHIPLEY, President. 
T. WISTAR BROWN, Vice-Pres. 



ASA S. WING, Vice-P. and Actuary. 
JOSEPH ASHBROOK, Mgr. Ins. Dept. 



50 Others 



have yet to make a 

record which will 

justify public confidence. The United 
States Mutual Accident Association has 
made its record and 55,000 bright business 
men are its members. 

CHARLES B. PEET, 

President. 

JAMES R. PITCHER, 

Secretary and Gen'l Mgr. 

320, 322 and 324 Broadway, 
New York. 




Better for the Insured 
Better for the Agent 
Better for the Company 




The New Combination Policies of the Pre- 
ferred Mutual Accident Association of New 

York. These are the Policies of which the 
Insurance Age said: 

"Large as has been its success, under the 
new arrangement the PREFERRED will 
doubtless make more rapid strides than ever." 

More favorable arrangements will be made 
with Agents than ever before by applying to 

KIMBALL C. ATWOOD, Sec, 

287 Broadway, New York. 



PER CENT. GUARANTEED BOND 



Attention is called to this 
PROTECTIVE INVESTMENT 

Issued by the 

Penn Mutual Life Insurance Company 

OF PHILADELPHIA. 

9S1 and 983 Chestnut Street. 



It guarantees to the holder, in the event of death occurring within Twenty- 
five years an annual interest of Qjy MAM AAnf upon the Bond — a sum 
greater for most ages than all OIA |lvl uUllli the installments paid. 

Its face value, together with surplus accumulation ( estimated to be as much 
more,) is payable at the end of twenty-five years. 

These Bonds are issued in single thousands and upwards. 

Address the Home Office for special estimate, stating age. 



ACTUAL RESULTS. 

The Society paid to January ist, 1891, for Death 
Claims, under its Renewable Term Poli- 
cies, the sum of - $2,841,000 00 



At a total cost for premiums of 



$101,041 88 



The ordinary whole -life "level" premiums 
would have been - $888,711 88 

Per centage of cost in the Provident Savings, 

$84 40 

Or, in other words, the same premiums, if paid 
for ordinary whole-life insurance, would 
have secured only - $770,004 00 

Instead of .... $2,841,000 00 
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Provident Savings Life 

ASSURANCE SOCIETY 

OF NEW YORK. 

HOME OrriCE. 29 BROADWAY. NEW YORK. 
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Sixteenth Annual Statement 



FOR THE YEAR ENOINO DEC. 31. 1S0O. 



Income 

Paid for Claims by Death - 
Paid Dividends to Policy Holders, 
Total Expenses of Management 
Liabilities, 4 per cent. Standard 
Surplus, 4 per cent. Standard 



$1,543,407 78 
706,958 00 
346,529 48 
346.205 94 
450,907 00 
438,139 37 



- . _ . - 438.1 .. 

$338.25 Net Assets to each $xoo.oo Net Liability 
Insurance issued in 1890 - $16,174,330 00 
Insurance in force, - - 6s.z3i>509 00 

CASH CAPITAL, $100,000.00 

Invested in United States Bonds. 



AS USEFUL. t^ ^^^^ J"^4r.?.0£?...Ai?^^^^^^^ 
AS TOOLS ^lM::Bie^^E^ 

1891, SEVENTH YEAR OF PUBLICATION. 

The oldest, best, and most complete annual publication 

on the subject of Assessment Insurance 

Statistics published/ 

THE POCKET CHART 

Of Co-operative Life, Accident 
and Fraternal Associations .*. 

^^ t t^^ .... of United States 

"^^ .... and Canada . *. 

COPYRIOHTED BY F. H. LEAVENWORTH PUBLISHINO CO., DETROIT. MICH. 

One feature which will commend this publication to busy men is the classifi- 
cation of its contents into five divisions as follows: 

Life Associations; Fraternal Beneficiary Associations; 

Accident Associations; Assessment Endowment 

Associations; Canadian Associations. 

The Pocket Chart shows the condition and amount of business done for the past 
five years ending December 31st last, of all associations classified as above. 

The Pocket Chart gives the reports of the leading fraternal associations, giving 
the different jurisdiftions and the number of members in each of the A. O. U. W., all 
arranged in a convenient form foi; comparison one year with another. 

The Pocket Chart is a most valuable pocket companion for all workers in the 
Life Insurance field, regardless of what system of Life Insurance they are selling. 

The Pocket Chart will be furnished at the following prices: 

I Single Copy 
6 Copies 
12 Copies 

We will also furnish The Pocket Chart, together with a handsome, substantial, 
detachable leather case, or pocket book, which will last several years, as follows: 
• 
X Single Copy, with Leather Case, or Pocket Book, $ i.oo. 
la Copies, with Leather Case, or Pocket Book - 10.00. 
For small orders remittance is requested with the order. Address all orders to 

F. H. Leavenworth Publishing Co., 

INSURANCE PUBLISHERS, 
AVCGRAW BUILDING. DETROIT. AVICH. 



5.25 


25 Copies 


$ 4.00 


1.25 


50 Copies 


8.00 


2.00 


100 Copies 


15.00 



K OURXH ANNUAL E^DIXIO N. 

Life Insurance 
Manual 



CONTAINING APPLICATION AGREEMENTS 
AND COMPLETE POLICY FORMS 

of Thirty Life Insurance Companies in the 
United States, with Accompanying^ Free 
Tontine and Distribution Policy Estimates, 
and Tables of Premium Rates, Guaranteed 
Cash Values, Paid-up Values, Reserve 

Tables, etc., etc 

FOR AGENTS* USE 

The book contains 340 pages; it is handsomely printed, bound in a very fine 
flexible leather cover with rounded comers, 7 inches long by 4H inches wide, very 
convenient in form and size to carry in the pocket. 

SINGLE COPY, - $8.00 

10 Copies, @ $2.75-$27.50 50 Oopijes, @ $2.26—112.50 

25 •• 2.50— 62.50 100 " 2.00— 200.00 

Please remit by Bank Drafts on Chicago or New York, P. O. Money Orders or 
Express Money Orders on Oak Park, Illinois. Do not send Personal Checks. 
Address Commimications and make Remittances payable to the order of 

A. J. FLITORAFT, 

609 Maple Avenue, Oak Park, III., U. S. A. 

Send for Prospedtus and Testimonial Phamphlet. 



One Faa 

Is Worth a- 
Thousand Theories 




..Does it Pay to Advertise in THE 
-INDICATOR? Those that have 
..tried it, say that it does 



Extract firom a Letter received from one 
of tbe Advertisers in THB INDICATOR. 



[copy] 



Fergus Falls, Minn., July 27th, 1891. 
Fkamk H. Leavenworth, Esq., 

Manager The Indicator, Detroit, Mich. 

Dear Sir:— Yours of the 24th inst., at hand with bill for $ for last half of 

year's advertising in your paper and also for year's subscription was duly received. 

You ask if I want to continue the advertisement. As to that, I will say that I 
could not afford to be without said advertisement, as it has done me more good, and I 
have received more benefit from the advertisement in your paper than from ten (xo) 
other papers in which I advertise. The reason that I can make this statement is that 
all my correspondents state in what paper they have seen the advertisement, and it is 
The Indicator most every time, and I will therefor state that / want tht advtrttst- 
mtni continutd sure ***** 

Thanking you for your kind favors I beg to remain 

Yours very truly, 

A. B. ERICKSON, 
Secretary and Gen'l Manager United States Live Stock Ins. Co. 



THE 



Imperial 



LirE INSURAI^CE 
COMPANY • 

Detroit, mich 



OP 



OrnCERS: 



S. F. ANGUS, PRESIDENT. 

A. C. BACON, VICE-PRESIDENT. 

F. R. ALDERMAN, secretary. 

J. J. OLIVER, ass't secretary. 

A. E. F. WHITE, treasurer. 

J. B. BOOK, M. D., MEDICAL director 

HOYT POST, ATTORNEY. 




THE IMPERIAL writes the following kinds 
of policies, viz: 

LIMITED LIFE BOND 
ENDOWMENT BOND 
ORDINARY LIFE 

STOCK l^lPt O^ 

I^Pt^tVABLE TERM, 



General and Sp< 



iteVTa^teA* 




inrf rtK^mted 



